


^ ///'vy/z',. y..,/y. 


//fr/f , f tvtrr iy\ ////A>// ofv 
^ ' y'rrr./f, ff/Zf/ ('/ '• /U'itf y<?rA 




THE 


WORKS 


O F 

LAURENCE $TER1!JE;|^.M. 


Predcndart of Torh, and VictR of Sutton 
in the Foreft, and of Sttlbngton near TnL 


10 WHICH IS PREFIXED 

An account of the LIFE 

A'M O 

WRITINGS OF IHC AITTHOR. 


VOL. I. 


LONDON 

.FRiNibs. IN THE Tear MDI!CX*KXV» 





T ‘O 


EUGENIOS, 


-THE 

BELOVED FRIEND 

O F 

TORI C K 

f 

r' 

T H K s a 

w O R K s 

Are moft humbly Insc&ised, 

By the obedient Servant, 
and Admirer of his Virtues, 

The Editor. 

I’v, 


A a 




S 0 M K 


ACCOUNT 



OF T H K 


I F E AND W R I T I N G S 


JVli-. STERN E. 


A 3 




M E 
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LIFE AND WRITINGS 

O F 


Mr. S T E R K E. 


L aurence Sterne was the fon of aa 
Iridi oiHcer, and born in the barracks 
of Dublin : But, though nurtured a- 
mong foldiers, he was a fon of the church j 
and, if we may take the opinion of a bifbop 
on his fermons, not unworthy the title. His 
great grandfather was an archbilhop, and 
his uncle a piebendary of one of ouf^a- 
thcdrals. 

From fchool he palTed in due courfe to 
the univerfity, where he fpent the ufual 
number of years ; read a great deal, laugh- 
ed more, and foraetimes took the diverlion 
of puzzling his tutors. He left Cambridge 
with the charafter of an odd man*,, who 

had 



h^id no harm in him*, and who had parts, if 
Kt/wouid ufe them. ^ • ’• 

Upon leaving the univerfity, he feated 
himfelf quietly in the lap of the church, at 
Sutton in the Foreft of Galtrees, a fmall vi- 
carage in Yorklhire. Here he waited pa- 
tiently, till time and chance (which now 
guide where judgment once prefided) fliould 
raife him to what they pleafed : and here 
an occaflon offered, which made him lirfl 
feel himfelf, and to which, perhaps, we owe 
the origin of the hiftory of Triftram. 

The HE happened a difputc among fomc 
of the ffiperiors of his order, in which Mr. 
Sterne’s friend, one of the heft men in the 
world, was concerned : A perfon, who filled 
a lucrative benefice, was not fatisfied with 
enjoying it during his own lifetime, but 
exerted all his interelL^to have it entailed 
upon his wife and fon after his dcceale. 
Mrr^terne’s friend, who expefted the re- 
verliou of this living, had not, however, 
fufflcient influence to prevent the fuccefs of 
his adverfary. A.t this critical period, Mr. 
Stferne auacked the monopolizer in joke^ 
and wrote “ 'I’ue hiftory of a good warm 
“ watch-coat, with which the prefent pof- 
** fefl'qr' is not content to cover* his own 
** fhould'qtt, uuleis he can alfo cut out of ic , 

a petticoat 
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^ # 

“ a petticoat for his wife, and a pair of 
“ breeches fSr his fon.” 

w- 

What all the ferious angumcnts in the 
world could not have effefted, Sterne’s 
fatirical pen brought about. The intended 
monopolizer fent him word, that if he Would 
fupprefs the publication of rfiis farcafm, he 
would rclign his preienlions to the next can- 
didate. 'I'he pamphlet was fupprclTed, the 
rcverfion took place, and Mr. Stcnie was re- 
quited, by the intereft of -his patron, with 
^^.e prebend arylhip of York. 

• 

An incident, much about the fame time, 
contributed exceedingly to eftablifl! the re- 
putation of Mr. Sterne’s wit. It was this' : 
He was fitting in the coffee-houfe at York, 
when a ftranger came in, who gave much 
offence to the company, confiding chiefly of. 
gentlemen of the gown, by defcanting too 
freely upon religion, and the hypocrify of 
the clergy. The young fellow at lengtn ad- 
dreffed hintifelf to Mr. Sterne, afking" him, 
what were his fentiments upon the fubjeft ; 
w'hen, inflead of anfwering him directly, he 
4pld the witling, that ‘ his dog was reckon- 
‘ ed one of the mod; beautiful pointers in 
® the whole county, was very good-n^itured, 

‘ but that he had an infernal trick; which 
* dedroyed all his good qualities.-««^e never 

^ ‘ fees 
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‘fees a clcrgymai^* (continued Sterne)-* but 
‘•.tiie immediately flies at him.’ ' “ How long 
“1 may he have had that trick ?” — * Sir, e- 
* ver fince he was a puppy.* The young' 
man felt the keennefs of the fatire, turned 

upon his heel, and left Sterne to triumph. 

« 

At this timer, Mr. Sterne was polTclTed of 
fome good livings, having enjoyed, fo early 
as the year 17^15, the vicarage of Sutton in 
the Foreft of Galtrccs, where he ufually 
performed divine fervice on Sunday morn- 
ings ; and in the afternoon he preached if 
the rb^iory of Stillington, which he held as 
one of the prebends of York, in which ca- 
pacity hb alfo aflifled regularly, in his turn, 
at the cathedral. Thus he decently lived a 
becoming ornament of the church, till his 
RabelaiGan fpirit, which iffued from the 
prels, immerfed him into the gayeties and 
frivolities of the World. 

Hts wit and. humour were already greatly 
admired within the circle of his acquain- 
tance ; but his genius had never yet reach- 
ed tl^ capital, when bis two firft volumes 
of Triltram Shandy made their appearance^ 
They were printed at York, and propofed 
to the bookfellers there at a very moderate 
price ; thofc gentlemen, however, were fuch 
judges of their value, that they fcarce offer- 
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ed the price of paper atad print; and the 
work made its way into the world ^thoW 
any of the artifices which are often prafHwft' 
. to put off an edition. A l^rge impreilion 
being almoll inftantaneoully foldy the book- 
fellers were rouzed from their lethargy, and 
every one was eager to purchafe the fecond 
edition of the copy. Mr. Sterne fold it for 
fix hundred pounds, after being refufed fifty 
pounds for the firlt imprefiion and proprie- 
torlhip. 

The two firft volumes of Triftram Shan- 
dy were now in every body’s hands. * All 
read, moft approved, but few underftood 
them. Thofe who had not entered Into the 
ludicrous manner of Rabelais, or the poig- 
nant fatire of Swift, did not comprehend 
them ; but they joined with the multitude, 
and pronounced 'I’riftram Shandy very cle- 
ver. Even the Reviewers recommended Mr. 
Shandy as a writer infinitely more ingenious 
and entertaining than any other of the ^re- 
fenc race of novelills ; adding, his charac- 
ters were ftriking and fingular, his obferva- 
tions flirewd and pertinent, and, making a 
jjfcw exceptions, that his humour was cafy 
ahd genuine. 

Thr poblication of thefe tfto volumes 
brought Mr. Sterne into great repute. He 

-was 
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“Wak conlldered as* the genius of the age : 
aTis company was equally cc/urted by the 
-■^reat, the literati, the witty, and the gay ; 
and it was coi^dered as a kind of honour- 
to have paffed an evening with the author 
of Triftram Shandy. Though fome of the 
ovei» rigid clergy condemned this ludicrous 
performance, 'and judged it incompatible 
with that purity and morality which ihould 
ever accompany the writings of the gentle- 
' men of the gown j thefe cenfiires were far 
from being univerfal, even among the cler- 
gy ; and the acquaintance he made by this 
publication, were in many refpefts advanta- 
geous to him. Among others, the Earl 
Faulcoftberg fo pariicidarly patronized the 
Author of this work, that, to teftify his ap- 
probation, he prefented Mr. Sterne with the 
rc61ory of Cawood, which was an agreeable 
and convenient addition to his other livings, 
being all in the neighbourhood of York. 

His next publication confifted of two 
volumes of fermons, which the feverefl: 
critics could not help applauding for the 
purity and elegance of their ftyle, and the 
excellence of their moral : The manner in 
which they were uttered to public notice^ 

I was, by fome, feverely condemned, whilfl 
others lanfthtcd, that fUch ext’ellent dif-. 
courles ihould Hand in need of fuch an in- 

, troduflion j 
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troduftion ; and many ’were of opinjou^ 
that he had wrote Trillram Shandy ’ pur^Tf 
to introduce them, as, in his preface to 
■fermons, he acquaints the reader, that 
“ The fermon which gave Vife to the pu- 
“ biication of thefe, having been offered to 
“ the public as a fermon of Yorick’s, he 
“ hoped the nioft ferious reader would find 
“ nothing to offend him, in his continuing 
“ thofe two volumes under the fame title : 
“ Left it fliould be otherwife, I have added 
“ a fecond tide page, with the real name of 
“ the audior: the firft will f i w. the 

bookfeliers purpofe, as Yorick’s name is 

“ poffibly of the two the more known ; 

“ and the fecoud will cafe the minds of 
“ thofe who fee a jeft, and’ the danger 
“ which lurks under it, where no jell was 
“ meant.” 

When the third and fourth volumes of 
Triftram Sliandy made their appearance, 
the publick was not quite fo eager in piir- 
chaffng and applauding tliem, as they had 
been with refpeft to the firft two volumes. 
The novelty of the llyle and manner no 
longer remained ; his digreffions were by 
Tnany conftJered as tedious, and his afteriffes 
too obfeure ; nay, fome invidious criticks, 
who pretended to be able to poiut them out, 
VoL. I. B inlinuated. 
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infiauatal, that the'y were too indelicate for 
VTje eye of chaflity. ' 

He had nev^rihelefs a great number of 
admirers ; and he was encouraged to pu- 
blifli a fifth and lixth volume. Their fatire 
was flill poignant, fpirited, and, in general, 
extremely juft.‘ The charafters, though 
fomewhat overcharged, were lively and in 
nature. He conflantly caught the Ridicu* 
lous, wlierever he found it ; and he never 
failed to prefent it to his readers in the moft 
agreeable point of light. His ftory of Lc 
h'nvrb was highly huilhed, and truly pathe- 
tic k ; and would alone refeue his name from 
oblivion? if his fermons were not confidered 
as forae of the beft moral difeouffes extant. 

The feveuth, eighth, and ninth volumes 
have not yet completed that work ; fo that 
what was faid upem the publication of his 
lirff volumes, has been verified : “ Mr. 
“ Stiandy feems lo extremely fond of di- 
“ grelllotis, and of gi.inghis hifforical read- 
“ ers the flip upon all occalions, that we arc 
“ not a little apprelienfive he may, fome 
“ time or other, give them the flip in goo^ 
“ carneft, and lea-e the work befofe the 

ftory be finilhed.” 

In the,.aboYe mentioned volumes, Mr. 

Sterne 
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Sterne carries his readers through Fraitc;^; 
and introducers fome fcenes ^ind cliaraflcr^^ 
which are afterwards taken up in th’ 
limcntal Journey, particularly tinit of Maria; 
fo that this may, in fome meafure, he con- 
fidered as a continuation of the Life and 
Opinions of Tridram Shandy. 

It is almofl necdicfs to obferve, of a boolc 
fb univfrfally read as Sfiandy, that tlie llory 
of the hero’s life is the leaft part of the 
author’s concern. It is, in reality, nothing 
more than a vcliicle for fatire o.i a great 
■variety of fubjefts. Moll of thefe (krtric.al 
ftrokes are introduced with little regard to 
any connexion, either with the f)rincipal 
ftory or with each other. The author ha- 
ving no determined cud in view, runs from 
objefl- to objetl, as they haj>pen to (Irikc a 
very lively and very irregular imagination. 
In faft, the book is a perpetual feric s of dil- 
appointments ; yet with this and oilier ble- 
miilies, the life of ’I rhlram bhandy lias un- 
common merit, and the freedom aiKl ilr.ccii- 
ty of its author, perhaps, cannot be equal- 
led by any other writer belitle the iuei'in- 
jjarable Montaigne. 'I'he faults or an o-' 
riginal work are always pardoned ; and ii i;, 
not lurprifmg, that, at a time, when a tame 
imitation ‘makes aimoll the whole rnerli of 
fo many books, fo happy an atf mpt at no- 

15 2 -vYeliy 
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fjiould have been fo well received, 
lail work, however, may be conlidered 
^^(9 his .n-ratt iK fince it coimins a variety of 
agreeable pathetick dt feriptions, \v an cafy 
hmpic ft jle, cleared fnnn mucli of the ob- 
feurity and levity which degrade the for- 
mer Volumes. 

As Mr. Sterne advanced in literary fame, 
lie left his livings to the care of his curates; 
and ihoiudi he acquired feme thoufands by 
his produftions, being a charafler very di- 
llant from an ccconomifl, his favings were 
na gi'earer at the end of the year, than when 
he had no other fupport but the fingle vi- 
carage of Sutton. Indeed his travelling ex- 
pences abroad, and the luxurious manner in 
W'hich he lived with the gay and polite at 
home, greatly promoted the clillipation of a 
very confidcrable fum which liis WTitings 
had produced, and W’hicli might have been 
a future affiftance to his family. This be- 
ing the cafe, at hi-s death. His widow and 
daughur, an agreeable young lady about 
fixtecn, wdio had both rciid' d for fome years 
in a convent in France having ieparated 
* fronv. 

* A pnrilcnlar :nHl ii.gciiicms accnnnt of this al>- 
fimi pradiceof the Engliili. is iji “ Col. Thick- 
lit ifc’s obfei various on rhs cnftonis anJ fti an Tiers of 
the French narirn/* in vhicJ: many nfcinl hints and 
informal irn'--'.v> truvclljrs irniking the lour of France 
niay,*tvr found. 
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from Mr. Sterne through Ibme pique, wSydi 
was diacreiiriy accounted for by the ’panic*, 
finding that their penfions mull difeontinuo;,, 
returned to England, in order to publilh his 
pollhumous works. Being at York during 
the lalt races, loine humane gentlemen, 
friends and admirers ol the late Prebend, 
took into confideration theii* dilagreeable li- 
tuatiou, and made them a prefent or a purfe 
containing a thouland pounds. I’his uiiex- 
pefted and generous lupply, added to a very 
exteiiiive lubicription ol the nobi!;ty and 
gentry ta three addinonal volume^ of fer- 
mons, has aifoideti a luliicieni provilitm ,to 
enable thtm to rujiport theinlelves in tiicir 
late reclule manner ot lire, to whfch they 
have determined to return. 

As Mr. Sterne hath drawn his own cha- 
raflcr (under the name of Yorick) with 
great happinels and Ikill, we will take the 
liberty of introducing it hi^re, the better to 
complete our account of the author and his 
works: . 


This is all that ever ftagger’d 
“ nly faith in regard to Yorick’-s extrafti m, 
who, by what I can remember of him, 
“ and by all the accounts I could ever get 
“ of hi:rf, feem’d not to have had 9 ne fin- 
B 3 * “ glc 
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drop of Datliili blood in liis whole 
“t'crafis; in nine hiindrc'd years it mij>ht 

^-pollibly have all run out: ——I will 

“ not jjliiiolophile one moment with you 
about it ; for, happen how it would, the 

fact was tiiis : 7’hat inrtead of that 

“ coid phlegm and exaft regularity of feiife 
“ and humours^ yon wonld have look’d 

“ for, in one fo excracled ; he was, 

on the contrary, as mercurial ami fubli- 

mated a compofition, as heteroclite 

a creature in all his declenfions 

♦* with as much life and whim, and gaite 
devttjur about him, as the kindliefl cli- 
“ mate could have engendered and put to- 
“ gerhei*. With all this fail, poor Yorick 
“ carried not one ounce of ballalt ; he was 
“ utterly unpraftifed in the world ; and at 
“ the age of tweniy-fix, knew jull about 
as well how to fleer his courfe in it, as a 
“ rorapiug unfurpicious girl of thirteen : 
“ So that, upon his firft fetting our, the 
‘‘ the brilk gale of his fpirits, as you will 
“ imagine, ran him hml ten times in a day 
“ of feme body’s tackling; and as the grave 
and more flow-paced were oftenefl in his 

“ way, you may likeways imagine, 

“ ’twas with fuch he generally had the ill 
luck to get the mofl entangled. For 
aught I know, there might be fome mix- 

“ wrc; 
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ture of unlucky wit it the bottom 

“ fuch Iracdsi For, to ipeak the ‘triuH'^ 

“ \oric-l< had an invincible dillike and op- 

•“ poliiion in his nature to gravity ; 

** not to gravity as fuch — ^ — tor, where 
gravity was wanted, he would be the 
“ raoft grave and ferious of inortat merv for 

“ days and weeks together — but he 

“ was an enemy to the alTeftation of it, 
“ and declared open war againll it, only as 
“ it appeared a clouk tor ignorance, or tor 
folly ; and then, whenever it tell in his 
“ way, however fhelt^red and protc kd, he 
“ feldom gave it much quarter. 

“ SoMiiTiMES, in his w'ild way of talk* 
“ ing, he would lay that gravity was an ar- 

“ rant fcoundrel ; and he would add, 

“ of the mott dangerous kind too, 

becaufe a fly one ; and that he verily be- 
“ lieved, more honefl, well-meaning people 
“ were bubbled our of tlieir goods and 
money by it in one twelvemonth, than 
“ by pocket-picking and Ihop-lifting in fe- 
vcn. In the naked temper which a 
merry heart difeovered, he would fay. 

There W'as no danger but to itfelf : 

‘''f — — — whereas the very elTcnce of gra- 
vity was defign, and confequently deceit ; 
— — — <»-’iwas a taught trick to gain cre- 

*« die 
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of the woVid for more fenfe and 
knowledi'e than a man was worth ; and 

that, with all its pretcnfions, it 

was no bertcT, but often worfe, than 
what a French wit had long ago defined 

it —viz. A myllerious carriage of 

the body to cover the defeats of tiie mind ; 

whiolt definition of gravity, Yo- 

rick, with great imprndence, would fay, 
dclcrved to be wrote in letters of gold. 


“ But, in plain truth, he was a man un- 
“ hackneyed and unpraftifed in the world, 

“ atid was altogether as indifereet and 
“ foolilh on every other fubjeft of dif> 

“ .conrfe*, where policy is wont to imprefs 
“ rcllraint. Yorick had no impreffion but 
“ one, and that was what arofe from the 
“ nature of the deed fpoken of ; which im- 
“ preffiou he would ufually tranllate into 
“ plain Englifii without any periphrafis, 

« and too oft without much di- 

I'tin^lion of eiiiier perfonage, time, or 

“ place ; fo tuat when mention was 

matle of a pitiful or an ungenerous pro- 

“ ceeding, he never gave himlelf a 

“ moment’s lime to reilcft who was thcjf*' 

“ Hero of the pi.ee what his ftation 

« or how far he had power to hurt 

“ him hereafter; but if it wtis a dirty 

** aftion,-, — - — without more ado,- 


«■ The 
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“ The man vyas a dirty f(^lo w — — > ■ ~ ar .4 

“ fo on : And as his comments had 

“ ufually the ill fate to be terminated either 
“ in a bon mot, or to be enlivened through- 
“ out with fome drollery or humour of ex- 
prelhon, it gave wings to Yorick’s indif- 
“ cretion. In a word, thgugh he never 
“ fought, yet, at the fame time, as he fel- 
“ dom fliimn’d occafions of faying what 
“ came u[)permoft, and without much ce- 

“ rcniony, he had but too many 

“ temptations in life, of fcattering his wit 

“ and his humour, ^liis gibes anti his 

“ jerts about him. They were ndt 

lolt for want of gathering.” 


Mr. Sterne died as he lived, the fame 
indifferent, carelefs creature ; as a day or 
tw'o before, he feemed not in the leaf! af- 
fefled with his approaching dilToIution. 
He was buried privately in a jjew burying 
ground belonging to the parifti of St. 
George’s, Hanover-fquare, at twelve o’clock 
at noon, attended only by tw’o gentlemen 
in a mourning coach, no bell toiling. His 
death was announced in the news-papers of 
•March 2 ad 1768, by the following para- 
graph ; 


Dj f d at his lodgings in Bond-Street, th 
Rev. Mr. Sterne. 


Ai: 
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» 

LAS, poor Yorick ! I knew him well ; a 
tellow of infinite Jeft, moll excellent Fan- 
''cj', &c. 


Wit, Humour, Genius hadft thou, all A^rce ; 

One grain of Wi^sijo m had been worth the Three! 


To 
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To the Author of the above Lines, on 
the Death of Mr. Y Q R I C K. 

S O — this is Wifdotn — to infiilt the D^ad ; . 

Heap fancied Crimes upon a*Mortars head : 
Well — he it fo — fuch Wifdom — and fuch Art 
Shall never— never fhall approach my Heart. 
Whatever Yorick’s Lot, in whatever State, 
rd gladly rifle it in the flour of Fate, 

Sooner than join with thee ! — I would fay rather 
Unto Corruption— thou (halt be my Father, 

*He thine the avenging Angel’s Lot, decreed 
To point each Fault, and aggravate each Deed : 
Angel of Mercy ! — thy fw^eet Talk be mine 
** 1 o blot them, ere they reach the Throne divine !” 

Yorick, farewell ! Peace dwell around thy Stone; 
Accept this Tribute from a Friend unknown. 

In human Hreafts, while Pity has a Claim, 

Le Fevre’s Story fliall enhance thy Fame ; 

Toby’s Benevolence each Heart expand, 

And faithful Trim confefs the Mailer’s Hand. 

“ f One generous I'ear unto the Monk you gave ; 

* Oh let me weed this Nettle from thy Grave 1” 


An 


• vide Triflram Shandy, 
t See Sentimental Journey. 
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An EPITAPH for the Rev. Lal’rence 
Sterne’s Tombftotie. By a LADY. 


S TERNE, rift for ever, and no longer fear 

The Critick’s cenfiire, or the Coxcomb’s fneer. 
The gate of Envy now !s clos’d on thee, 

And Fame her hundred doors lhall open free ; 

Ages unborn fhall celebrate the page, 

Whei’C friendly join the Satirift and Sage : 

O’er Yoi ick’s tomb the brighteft eyes lhall weep, 
And Briiilh Genius mournful vigils keep ; 

7'hen, fighing, fay, to vindicate thy fame, 

Great were his faults, but glorious was his flame."’ 


THE 
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VoL. I. 


c 




To the Right IIoSoukable 


Mr. P I T T. 


Sir, 

N ever poor wight of a Dedicator 
had Id's hopes from his Dedication, 
than 1 hare from this of mine ; for it is 
v/ritten in a by corner of the kingdom, and 
in a retired tliatc'iiM houfe, where 1 live in 
a conftant endeavour lo fence againlf ili'o 
infirmities of ill health, and other evils of 
life, by mirth ; being firmly perfu.idcd, tha*. 
every time a man fmiles — hu’’ much more 
fo, when he laughs, that it adds fomething 
to tills Eragincnt of Life. 

I iiuMRLV beg, Sir, that you will ho- 
nour this book by taking it — (not under 
your Prote<flion, — it mufi proteft itfclf, but) 
— into the country with you ; wIict, if j 
am ever told, it has made you fmile, or can 
C 2 con’.'M^’c 
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conccivd it has beguiled you, of one mo- 
^ment’s pain — I lhall think myfeif as happy 

as a minirter of llate perhaps much 

happier than any one (one only excepted) 
that I have ever read or heard of. 


/ an, great Sir, 

(iDid, ‘ii)bat is more to youf Honour,) 

I am, good Sir, 

' Tour WelUwiJher , 
and mojl bumble Fellczv-SubjecT, 


Tji E A i? T H o a* 



CHAP. 1. 


I Wish either my father or my mother/ or in- 
deed both of them, as tlicy weic in duty 
both equally bound to it, had minded M-hat 
they were about when they begot me ; Had they 
duly confidtred how much depended upon what 

they were then doing ; ilrai not only the pro- 

dudlion of a ration..! being was concern’d in it, 
but that poHibly the happy formation and tempe- 
rature of his body, perhaps his genius and the 
very caft of his mind; — and, for 'aught they knew 
to the contrary, even the fortunes of his whole 
houlc, might take their turn from the humours 
C 3 and 
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nncl difpofitlons ^vhid/wcrc then uppermoft: 

they duly weighed and conftdered all this, 

and proccedcil accordingly, 1 am verily per- 

fuaded 1 fliould have made a quite difierent figure 
5n the world, from that, in which the leader is 

likely to fee me. llelieve me, good folks, this 

i^s not fo inconfiderablc a thing as many of you 

may think it ; you have all, I dare fay, heard 

of the animal fpifits, as how they are traiisfufed 

from father to fon, tJ’r. and a great 

deal to that purpofc : Well, you may take 

my word, that nine parts in ten of a man’s fenfe, 
or his nonfenfe, his fuccelTes and nnicarriagcs in 
this world, depend upon their motions and acti- 
vity, and the difl'erent tracks and trains you put 
theniiiiito ; fo that when they arc once fet a-go- 
whether right or wrong, ’tis not a halfpenny 

matter,—; away they go cluttering like hey- 

go-mad*, and, by treading the fame IL-ps over and 
over again, they prefcntly make a road of it, as 
plain and as fmooth as agarden-wiilk, which, w hen 
they are once ufed to, the Devil himfelf fomc- 
limes fhall not be able to drive them olr’ it. 

Pray, my dear, quoth my mother, have you 

not forgot to wind up the clock ? GtK)d 

G ! cried my father, making an exclamation, 

but taking care to moderate his voice at the fame 

time, Did ever woman, lince the creation of 

the world, interrupt a man with fuch a fiily que- 
iHon ? Pray, what was your father faying ? — ^ 
Nothinjg. 


. CHAP 
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^Thcn, pofi lively, tlicrc is nothing in 

the qucflion, that 1 can iVc, ciiher gccti or biul. 

^Thcn let me toll yon, Sir, it was a veiy 

unfeafonablc queflion at loali,^ hocawi’c it 

fcattered and dirperfed the animal ipirits, whofe 
hidiiicfs it was t.o have ofeartod and gone hand- 
in-hand vilh tlic IIOMUNCIM IhS, and con- 
duced him fate to the place deltincd for Ins re- 
ception. 

'i’hc Homunculus, Sir, in however low and 
ludicrous a light he may appear, in ih' age of 
levity, to the eye of ioliy or pn^jUdicej — ^ — to 
the eye of leafon in fcicniiiick relearch, he Hands 

confefs’d a Being guarded and •circiim- 

feribed wiih rights : d he niinutcll phllo- 

fophers, who, by tlie by, have the moll enlar- 
ged uiiderflandings (ilitiv fouls being inverlcly as 
their inquirievs) ihew us incoi.tcliably, d hai the 
HoMl’NCot. us, is cieatcd hy the fanu* hand, 

engender’d in the farr'-c courfe of nature, 

-—endowed Aviih the fame locomotive powers 

and faculties with us: ^'1 ? at he C(,ni'iiis, as 

we do, of flJn, hair, fat, iiclli, \(lns, arteries, 
ligaments, iieives, canileges, hones, rnc icw, 
brains, glands, genitals, humeu'is am! articufi- 

tions i3 a bcuig ol as much aclivity, and, 

in all fenfes of the word, as much and as truly 
our fellow-creatuic, as iny Lord Chn;cclloi of 

Lngland. He may be Ik iKlItCil, — he may he 

injured, he may obt.:iii rcdriTs ; in a* 

•woul, he hJs ail the claiu.s emd righu^ of fiu- 
manity, wdiich Tully, Pultcndori, or the bell 

cthick 
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fcthick jvriters allow to arife out of that llatc and 

"relation. p . , , 

Now, clear Sir, what if any accident had be- 
fallen him in his way alone ? — or that, thro ter- 
ror of it, natural to lb young a traveller, my 
little gentleman had got to his journey’s end mi- 
fer<iMy fpent ; his mufcular Itrcngth and vi- 

rility worn down to a thread •, — his own animal 
fpirits ruffled Iw.-yond defeription, — and that in 
this fad difordcred Hate of nerves, he had laid 
down a prey to fiidden Harts, or a feries of me- 
lancholy dteams and fancies lor nine long months 
t-'irethcr — 1 tremble to think w hat a foundation 
had been laid for a thonfand weaknefles both of 
body and mind, which no ikill of the phyfician 
qr the philofopher could ever afterwards have fet 
thoroughly to rights. 


CHAP. III. 

my uncle Mr. Toby Shandy do I Hand 
jL indebted, for the pieceding anecdote, to 
whom my father, who was an excellent natural 
philoioplier. and much given to clofe reafoning 
upon the fmalleft mattcis, had oft, and heavily 
complain’d of the injur_ ; but once more patti- 
cularlv, as my uncle Toby well remember’d, up- 
on hiJ obrerving a molt unaccountable obliquity, 
(as be call’d it) in my manner of fetting up my 
top, and jultitying tire principles upon which I 

bad done it, th . old gentleman fliwk his 

head, and in a tone mere expreffive by half of 
foirow than reproach, — he faid his heart all a- 
long^oieboded, and he faw it verJTied ifi this, 
and from a thoufand other obfervations he had 

.. . made 
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made upon me, That I flioulci never think iioita<n. like 
any other manVehild ; — But, alas ! continued hc^ 
fhakiiig his head a fecoiul time, and wiping away 
a tear which was trickling down his checks, My 
Tridram’s niisfoiturics began liiae months before 
ever he came into the world. 

My mother, \vh6 was fitting by, 

JookM np ; but flic knew no more than 

her backfide what my father meant; — but my 
uncle Mr. Toby .Shandy, who had been often in- 

fcrnicd of t!ic alTair, uiulcrllood him verv 

well. 


C H A P. IV. 

I Know there are readers in the world, as 
well as many other good people in at, who 
are no rea<!crs at all, — who find themfclvcs ill at 
cafe, unlefs they are let into the whole fccret, 
from lull to lall of every thing which concerns 
you; 

It is in pure compliance with this humour of 
theirs, and from a backwardnefs in my nature to 
difappoint any one foul living, that I have been 
fo very particular already. As my life and opi- 
nions are likely to make feme noil'e in the world, 
and, if I cenjefture right, will take in all ranks, 
profeffions, and denominations of men what- 
ever, — be no Icfs read than the i^ilgriin’s Progrefs 
itfclf — and, in the end, prove the very thing 
Avliich Montaigne dreaded his tllays Ibould turn 

out, that is, a book for a pailour wiiuk^w ; 

I find it nec^flary to confuJ^ cvc.y <'ue a iktl: in 
his tutn; and iIkkicic mull l "g [Midon fur go- 
ing on a little lurilicr in the ianie way: lor 
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which aaufe^ right glad I am, that I have begun 
ihe hiftory of myfdf in the \sr?if I have done ; 
and that I am able to go on tracing every thfiig in 
it, as Horace fays, ab ovo. 

Horace, I know, does not recorhmend this 
fafliion altogether ; but that gentleman is fpeak- 

i Tig only of an epfc poem or a tragedy; (I 

forge't which) — befidcs, if it was not fo, I ihoiild 
beg I’vlr. Horacefs pardon ; — for in writing' what 
I have fet about, I dvall confine myfelf neither 
to his rules, nor to any man’s rules that ever liv- 
ed. 

To fuch, however, as do not chufe to go fo 
far 'back into ihefe things, I can give no better 
advice, than that they Ikip over the remaining 
part of this chapter ; for 1 declare before-hand 
^tis wrote only for the curious and inquifitive. 

— ^Shut the door. — — was begot 

in the night, betwixt the firtt Sunday, and the 
firft Monday in the month of March, in the year 
of our Lord one thoufind feven hundred and 
eighteen. I am iiofiiive I was. — But how I gime 
to be fo ver) particular in my account of a thin^ 
which happened before ! was bom, is owing to 
another Imall anecdote known only in oiir oWn 
family, but now made public for tlie better clear- 
ing up this point. » 

My father, you muft know, w^ho was origi- 
nally ^.Vl'uikcy merchant, but had left ofF bufi- 
nefs for fome years, in order to retire to, and 
die upon his paternal ' eftate in the county of 
, WMS, i believe, one of the moft re- 
gal r men in ev< ry thing he did, whether ’tv/as 
inat«rr of miiincls. or matter of amyfement, that 
ever iived. /fS a ImalJ specimen of this extreme 
cxacbicfs of bis, to which he was ill truth a 

• ‘ Bavc, 
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."i 

flavc,- ^he had made it a rule for maii,y years 

of his life,- — — «0n the firft Sunday night of evcryo 
month throughout the whole year, — as certain 
as ever the Sunday night came, — ^to wind up 
a large houfe-clock which he h.^d (landing upoil 

the back-flairs head, with his own hands : 

And being fomewhere between fifty and fixty 
years of age, at the time I have been fpeak- 

ing of, he had Hkewife gr^idually brought 

fome other little family concernments to the fame 
period, in order, as he would often fay to my un- 
cle Toby, to get them all out of the way at one 
time, and be no more plagued and peflti’d with 
them the reft of the month. 

It was attended but wdth one m!.:fortune, 
which, in a great meafure, fell upon myfcif, and 
the effcdls of wdiich, I fear, 1 (hall carry with me 
to my grave ; namely, that from an unhappy af- 
fociation of ideas Avhich have no connexion in 
nature, it fo fell out at length, that my poor 
mother could never hear the faid clock wound 

up, but the thoughts of feme other things 

unavoidably poppM into her head, — Sc vice ver- 
fa : — w'hich ftrange combination of ideas,; the 
fagacious Locke, who certainly underftood the 
nature of thefe things better thin moll men, af- 
firms to have produced more wry aflions than 
all other fources of prejudice whatfoever. 

But this by the by. .. 

Now it appears, by a memorandum in my 
fathcr^s pocket-book, which now lies upon the 
table, That on Lady-day, which was on the 
25th of the fame month in which I date my gc- 
niture,-— my father fet out upon his journey to 
Ijonden with my eldeft brother Bobby, to hinri 
at Weftminller fchool and, as it appears from 

. the 
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the laiije authority, “ That he did not get dotrn 
4o his wife and family till the feccfnd week in May 
following,” it brings -the thing almott to a cer- 
tainty. However, what follows in the beginning, 
of the next chapter puts it beyond all poflibility 
of doubt. 

— - — J3ut, pray. Sir, What was your father 
doing all December, — ^January, and February ? 

Why, Mailain, — ^lic was all that time af- 

fliti^ed with a fciatica. 


CHAP. V. 

O N the fifth day of November, Ty.'S, which, 
to the aira fixed on, was as near nine ka- 
lendar months as any hufhand could in reafon 
have expected, —was I Triftram Shandy Gentle- 
man, l)rou;^ht forth into this 1‘curvy and dilaf- 

trous woild of ours. wilh I had been born 

ill the Moon, or in any of the planets, (except 
Jupiter or Saturn, becaufe I never could bear cold 
weather,) for it could not well have fared worfe 
with me ill any of them (tho^ I will not anfwer 
for V^enus) than it has in this vile dirty planet of 

ours, which, 4>’my confcience, with reverence 

be it fpoken, I take to Le made up of the ftireds 

and clippings of the reft ; ritot but the 

planet is well enough, provided a man could be 
born in it to a great title or to a great eftate ; 
or .could any how contrive to be called up to 
public charges, and employments of dignity and 
power ; — ^but that is not my cafe and there- 
fore every man will fpeak of the^fair as his 
own market has gone in it -for which ‘ 
caufcj I affirm it over again, to be one of the vi- 

‘ left 
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left worlds that evtr was made j — for I (Ann truly 
fay, that from* the firft hour I drew my breath 
ill it, to this, that I can now fcarce draw it at 
all, for an afthma I got in fcating agiinft the 
wnnd in Flanders;— I have Ixsen the continual 
fport of whdt the world calls Fortune ; and th 
I will not wrong her by faying, »Shc his ever 
made me fed the weight of any great and Cgnal 

eviP; ^yct with all the good temper in the 

woild, I afliim it of her. That in evciy ftagr 
of my life, and at every turn and coinci wh<i( 
flic could get fajily at me, the unp icioiis Hu- 
chefs has pelted me with a fetof as p.^fiil mifad- 
Ycnti’ics and crols accidents as ci'ci ^ lall III 
Iwduned- 


C » A P. Vh 

the brgmniini of the 1 aft chapter I ipfoxm- 

c 1 you c\a£lly wlicii I was bom ; ^Init I 

did not inform }nu how. No, that particuhr 
*»vas leftncd entirely for a chapter itfdf 
betuks, Sir, as you and I r«c in a maTmer*pei- 
lecit ItranguMb to cich other, it would noi haie 
been proper to have let you into too mii. y di- 

cumftaiJCCs rditing to myfelf' all at once. 

You muft have a little patience. 1 have undei- 
tdvcn, you fee, to write not only my lift, but 
my opinions alfo; homing and cxpcfling that 
your knowledge of my charafter, and of what 
Und of a mortal J am, by the one, w'ould gi\cr 
you a better rclifti for t^c cthti : Ab you pioceed 
further wit]j me, the ili ^ht tircc, vLich 

is now beginning bttwi\t u , prow iftto ft,- 
miliarity ; and that unlefa cr^ cf is in ft^ult, 
VoiM. • D wJl 
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Tcill temiiuate in fiiendfhip. diem prae- 

olarum ! then nothing whith ha^ touched 

me will be thought trifling in its nature, or te- 
dious in its telling. Therefore* dear friend 
and companion, if you fhould think me Pime- 
what fparing of my narrative on my firft fetting 
out, — ^bear with me, — — and let me go on, and 

tell my ftory my own way: —or if I fhould 

fficm now and then to trifle upon the road/ or 
fliouW-fometimcs put on a foors cap with a bell 
to it for a moment or two as we pafs along,— 

don^t fly off, ^but rather courteoufly give me 

credit for a little more wifdom than appears on 

my outfide ; -and as we jog on, eitjier laugh 

with me, or at me, or in lliort do any thing,— 
onjy*kecp your temper. 


C H A P. VIL 

I N the fame village where my fathers and mo- 
ther dwelt, dwelt alfb a thin, upright, mo- 
therly, notable, good old body of a midwife, 
who*ivitb the help of a little plain goodfenfc* 
and foine years full employment in her bufinefii, 
in which flie had all along truflcd little to h^r 
own cllbrts, and a great deal to thofe of dame 

nature, had acquired, in *her way, no 

fmall degree of leputation in the world j— by 
which word woild, need I in this place inform 
your worfhip,' that I would be underftood to 
meatF no more of it, than a fmall circle defcrlb* 
( ed upon the circle of the great world> o£>foar 
Ejjglifli miles diameter, or thercaboii|s, df^bicb 
' the cottage where the good old woman itved, is 
•fujppojfed to be the centre. — —She Ijad been left, 

it 
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it feems, a widow in great diftrefs, wirhi three 
four fmalJ chfldren, in her forty-fcvtiuli year*: 
and as fte was at that time a perfbn of decent 

carriage, ^gravc dcportnieiit>*«-^T~— a woman 

moreover of few words, and wiiliai an obj'e^l oi 
compalEon, whofe diftrefs and filence under it 
tallM out riic louder for a frieiidJy lift : the wife 
of the pirfoii of the parilli was touch’d with pi- 
ty ; and hiving ott^n lamented an inconveni- 
ence, to which her huiband’s flock had for ma- 
ny years been expofed, inafmnch, as there was 
no fuch thing as a midwife, of any kind or de- 
gree to be got at, Jet the cafe have been never fo 
urgent, within Icfs than fix or fevi a long miles 
ridings which fi\id feven long lailes in dark 
nights and difmal roads, the country thercaljojuts 
being nothing but a deep clay, was almoft equal 
to fourteen 5 and that in effect v;as femctinirs 
next to having no midwife at all, it came into 
her head, that it would be doing as foafonable ^ 
kindnefs to the wdiole parilh, as to the poor 
creature herfclf, to get her‘a little inflrudled In 
feme of the plain principles of the bufinefs, in 
order to fet her up in it. As no woman there- 
abouts was be.tter lo execute the plan fhe 

had fornicd, than hcrfelf, the Gentlewoman very 
charitably undertook it ; and havmg great influ- 
ence over the female part of the parifli, flic 
found no difficulty in cftetling it to the 11 1 moll 
of her wifiies. In truth, the parfon joined his 
intereft with his wife’s in the whole aft'air, .and 
in OMlcr to do things as they fiiould be, and gi\c* 
the poor fcul as good a title by law to pmtlill', r.s 
bis wife Jrad given by inllitution,— he clie^M- 
fully paid the fees for the ordinary’s liceivce him- 
felf, amouiuine in the whole, to the fum of 

ci<^htccn 
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eighteen (hilfings and four pence ; fo ihut Kc- 
Uvixt them both, the good wom#n was fully iii- 
vefted in the real and corporal pofleffion of her 
office, together with all its rights, members^ and 
appurtenances \vbatfocvcr» 

Thcfc laft' words, you muft know, were not 
according to the old form in which fuch licences, 
facukies, and powers ufually ran, which in like 
cafes had heretofore been granted to the fifter- 
hood. But it was according to a neat Formula 
of Didiufl his own devifing, who having, a par- 
ticular turn for taking to pieces, and new-fram- 
ing fover again, all kind of mftruments in that 
way, not only hit upon this dainty amendment, 
but coax’d many of tne old liccnfcd matrons in 
the itcighboiirhood, to open their faculties afrefh, 
hr order to have this w;him-wham of his in* 
ferted. f , 

I own I never cotild envy Didtus in thcfc 
J:ind8 of fancies of bis : — ^Dut every roan to hie 
ov?n taftc.— — -Did not Dr, Kiinaflrokius, that 
great man, at Ins leifurc hours, takcr^ the great*- 
eft delight imaginable in combing oP^afles tatilsv 
and plucking the dead hairgJDut ^dth his teeth^ 
though he had tweezers alwafjM hist pocket ? Nay," 
if you come to that, Sir^s^ve not the wifeft 
^tnen in all ages, not excepting Solomon himfelfi 
—-—■ h ave they not had their Hodbv-Horses j' 
— —their running hoifes,—-**— --their coins and- 
llieir cocklc-fhclls, their dhiros and their trum- 
pets, their fiddles), their pallets rthefr roag- 

and ilictr biiticilUesr and foteing;«is 

a mai^ rides, his Morbv-Horse peaceably 
quietly along the King’s highway, aiid -neither 

compel^ you or me to get up bchin'$'bim, — ^ 

Pia*y, 
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Pray, Sir, what have either you or I to,do with 
it ? ^ 


CHAP VIIL 

• 

■ > ■ Be guftibus non eft difputandiim ; 

that is, there is no* difputing againft Hojjdy- 
Horses; and, for my part, I, fcldom do j nor 
Could I with any fort of grace, had 1 been an 
enemy to them ,*t the bottom, for happening at 
certain intervals and changes of the Moon, to 
be both fiddler and painter, according as the fly 

liings :• Be it known to vou/ that I 

keep a couple of pads myfelf, up- a which, in 
their turns, (nor do I care who knows it) I fre- 
quently ride out and take the air ; — though fon!e- 
times, to my fliame be it fpoken, I ta^c fome- 
what longer journics than what a wife man 
would think altogether right. But the truth 
— am not a wife man ■ ■ — and befides am 

a mortal of fo little coiifequence in the world, it. 
is not much matter what I do j fo 1 fcldom fret 
or fum^ at about it; Nor docs it ipuch 
difturb my reft when I fee fuch great Lords and 
tali Perfonages as hereafter follow ; — ^fuch for in- 
ftance^ as my Lord A,. B, C, D, E, F, G, 
H, I, K,, L, M, N, O, P, ^ and fo on, 
all of a row, .mountesl upon- their fevcral horfes ; 
— r~lbme with large/ftirrups, getting on in a 
more grave and fober pace;— others on the con- 
trary,, tuck’d op to their very chins with whips 
acrofs their- mouths, fcouring and fcampering it 
away like (p many little party-coloured devils 

aftride a ifiortgage, ^and as if fome of them 

were refolvcd to break their necks. — So much 
'' D 3 the 
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|}icl)etter--rfav I to myfelf; ^for in cafe the* 

%orft fliould happen, the world ^woukl make a 
Jhift to do excellently well without them ; — and 

for the reft,' — why, — God fpeed them, 

let them ride without any oppofition from 
me; for were their lordlliips unhorfed this very 

night ^^tis ten to one but that many of them 

woi^ld be worfc mounted by one half before to- 
morrow i^orning* 

Not many of thefe inftances therefore can be 

.faid to break in upon my reft. ^But there 

is an inftance, which I own puts me off my 
guard, and that is when I fee one born for great 
adlions, and what is ftill more for his honour, 
whofc nature ever inclines him to good ones ; 

, — when I behold fuch a one, my Lord, 

like yourfeJf, whole principles and conduct are 
■as generous and noble as his blood, and whom 
for that rcafon a corrupt world cannot fpare one 
morhent ; — ^when 1 fee fuch a one, my Lord, 
mounted, though it is but for a minute beyoiid 
the time which my love to my country has pre- 
feribed to him, and my zeal for his glory wifhes,, , 
— then, my liOrd, I ceafe to be a philofopheT;^ 
and in the firft tranfport of an honeft impatienco, 

I Avifli the Hobuy-Hqrse, with all his frar 
ternity, at the Devil ^ . 


My Lord, • . / 

‘*5 T Maintain th’s to be a dedication^ notwitiv 
flanding its fingularity in the three great 
\ cflentials, of matter, form, and place \ I beg, 
4? therefore, you will accept it as fut;h, and that 
you will permit me tp lay it with the- moil 
r « refpeaful 



TRIS»riiAM SHAJJCY, Gent. tf 

rcfpeftful humility, ftit your Ijordfliij^’s feet, 

it when y^u arc upon them, — which 

you Ciin be when you pleafe j-*-— — ^and that 

is, my Lord; whenever there is occafiou for 

it, and I will, add, to the heft puipofes too. 
1 have the honour to be, * 

“ My Lord, 

i 

Your Lordlliip^s moft obedient, 
and moll devoted, 
and meft humble fervant, 

** Tristram Shandy.? 


CHAP. IX. 

I Solemnly declare to all mankind, that the a* 
bove dedication was made for no one Prince, 
Prelate, Pope, or I'otentate, — Duke, Marquis, 
Earl, Vifeount, or Baron of this, or any other 

Realm in Chriftendom,*— nor has it yet 

been hawkM about, or odcred publickly or pri- 
vately, dire£lly oi indireftly, to any one peifon 
or*pcribn»ge, great or fmall j but is honeftly a 
true Virgin-Dedication untried on, upon any 
foul living. 

I labour this point fo particularly, merely to 
remove, any offence or objection which might a- 
rife againll it; from the mannei in which 1 pro- 
pofe to make the moft of it which is the put- 
ting :it, up feirly to publick fale j which I now do. 
, 1 .. D i— ^Every author has a way of his own in 

bringing 
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bringing his points to bear *, — for my own part, 
^as I hate chaiFering ^ind higgling for a few gui- 
neas in a dark entry I rcfolved within my- 

felf, from the very beginning, tb deal fquarcly 
and openly with, your Great Folks in this affair, 
and try whether \ ihould not come off the better 
by it. 

If therefore there is any one Duke, Marquis, 
Earl, Vifcount,cor Baron, in thefe his Majelly's 
dominions, who ftands in need of a tight, gen- 
teel dedication, and whom the above will fuit, 
(for, by the by, unlefs it fuits in fome degree, I 

vidll not part with it) it is much at his fer- 

vice for fifty guineas 5 which I am poftive 

is twenty guineas lefs than it ought to be afford- 
ed fcr, oy any man of genius. 

" My Lord, if you examine it over again, it is 
far frorp being a grofs piece of dawbing, as Ibme 
dedications are. The defign, your Lordihip 
fees, is good, the colouring tranfparent,*— the 
drawing not amifs j — or to fpeak more like a mail 
of fcicnce, — and mcafure my piece in the pain^ 

ter's fcale, divitlcd into 20,r 1 believe, my 

Lor/1, the out-lines will turn out as 12, — the 
compofition as 9,— the colouring as 6,-— the ex- 

preffion 13 and a half,— yund the defign, 

I may be allowed, my Lprd, to. und^rftand jSfty 
own defign, and fuppoling abfolute pexfedMonia 

defigningi- to be as 20, think it cannot 

well fall mort of 19. Befides all; this,-* there 

is keying in it, and the dark Arokes in the Hob-^ 
BYfRoKsE, (v» hich is fecondary figure, and,fi. 
kind of back-ground to the whole) give gi*eat 
force to the principal lights in your own 
and make it come off wondcriidly^jrTr--— and 
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befides there is an air of originality in ihte tont' 
enfcmble. • • 

Be plcafed, my good Lord, to order the fum 
to be paid into the hands of Mr. Dodilcy, for the 
benefit of the author ; and in the next edition 
care (hall be taken that this chapter be expunged, 
and your Lordfliip’s titles, difUnftions, arms, 
and good adlions, be placed at the front of ^he 
preceding chapter : All which, from the words, 
Dc guflibus non eft dhputandum, and whatever 
elfe in this book relates to Hobby-Horses, but 
no more, (liall ftand dedicated to your Lordlhip, 
— ^The reft I dedicate to the Moon, wlio, by the 
by, of all the Patrons or Matrons I can 
think of, has moft power to fet my booK a-going, 
and make the world run mad after it. • ^ 

Bright Goddefs, 

If thou art not too' bufy with Candid s^nd 

Mifs Cunegund’s affairs, ^take Triflram 

Shandy^s under thy proteftion allb. 


CHAP. X. 

W Hatever decree of fmall merit, the aft 
of benignity in favour of the midwife, 
might juilly claim, or in whom that claim truly 
relied,-— -"—at firft ^gbt feems not very mate- 

rinl to this hiflory ; certain however it was, 

tlmt the gentlewoman, the parfon’s wife, did 
run away at that lime with the whole of it: 
And yet, for^my life I cannot help thinking, but 
that tnc parfon himfclf, though he had not the 
good fortune to hit upon the defign firft, 


yet 
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■ yf^t as*he heartily concurred in it the moment it 
was laid before him, and as heartily parted with 
his money to carry it into execution, had a clairii 
to fonfie fliare of it,- - -- i f not to a full half of 
whatever honoiur was due to it. 

The world. at that time was pleafed to deter- 
mine the matter otherwife. 

tay down the book, and I will allow you half 
a day to giye a'probable guefs at the grounds of 
this procedure. 

Be it known then, that for about five years be- 
fore the date of the midwife^s licence, of which 
you have had^.fb circumflantial an account, 

' the parfon we have to do with, had made 

himfelf a country talk, by a breach of all deco- 
ruhi, which he had committed agai nil himfelf, 
Ills ftation, and his office 5 -~~-and that was in 
never «-4ppearing better, or otherwife mounted, 
than upon a lean, forry, jack-afs of an horfe, 
value about one pound fifteen ffiiHings $ wfao^ to 
(horten all defeription of him, was full brother 
to Rofinante, as far as fimilitude congenial could 
make him ; for he anfwered his deicription^ to a 
hair-breadth in every thing, — - — except that I 
do not remember it is any where faid, that Rofi- 
nante was broken-wlnded ; and that, moreover, 
JElofinante, as is the happinefs of moft 
horfes fat or lean, — —was undoubtedly a hor'fe at 
all points. « . ’ 

know very vrell, that die Hero's horft was 
ahorfe of ebafte deportment, which may have 
given grounds for a contrary opinio^ : But it is 
certain at the fame time, that Rofinaiite's conti- 
^nency (as may be demonftrated fr^tn the ailven<^ 
ture of the Yanguefian carriers) proceeded froin’ 
no bodily defedl:*^or caufe whatfoeveti^ but from 
V the. 
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the' temperance and orderly current of his Wood ; 
and let me tell •you. Madam, there is a great 
deal of very good chafljty in the world, in be- 
half of which you. could not fay more for your 
life. ' . ^ 

JLct that be as it may, as my purpofe is to do 
exa£fc juftice to every creature brought upon the 
ftage of this dramatick work,~I could not ftffle 
this diiliiidiion in favour of Don Quixote’s horfe, 

in all other points the parfon’s horfe, I 

fay, was juft fuch another,— — for he was as 
lean, and as lank, and as forry a jade, as Hu- 
mility herfelf could have beftrided. 

In the eftimation of here and there ^ man of 
weak judgment, it was greatly in the parfon’s 
power to have helped the figure of this horfe ^of 
his, for he was mafter of a very handfome demi- 
peak’d faddle, quilted on the feat with*green 
plufli, garnifhed with a double row of filver- 
headed ftuds, and a noble pair of fhining brafs 
ftirrups, with a houfiiig altogether fuitable, of 
grey fuperfine clotli, with an edging of black 
lace, terminating in a deep, black, filk fringe^ 
poudre d’or, — all which he had purchafed in tMe 
pritkr and prime of his life, together with a grand 
ej>ibofled bridle, ornamented at all points as it 
iboukl be — -r— But not caring to banter his 
be had hung all thefe up behind his ftudy 
door; — and, in lieu of them, had ferioufly be- 
fitted' hw with juft fuch a bridle and fuch a fad- 
iSe figure and value of fuch a fteed might 
well and truly defe ’ 

In. the'ffiweral faliies about his pariib, and in 
the^Jacighboiging vifits to the gentry who lived 

around himj — you will cafily comprehend, 

that the,' parfon, lb appointed, w^ouM both hear 
• . and 
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*nnd fee enough to heep his philofophy from ruft- 
• ing. To ipeak the truths lie •never could cn^ 
ter a village, but he caught iLt* attention of both 

old and young i-Labour flood ftill as he 

pafs'd, the bucket hung fufpended in the mid- 
dle of the well,— —the fpinning wheel forgot 

its round, even chuck-farthing and Ihuf- 

fle-JCap tliemfelves ftoo^ gaping till he had got 
out of fight ; and as his movement was not of 
the quickefl, he had generally time enough upon 
Ill's hands to make his obfci rations, —— — to 

hear tlie groans of the ferious, ^nd the 

laughter of the light-heaited -all which 

he boie with excellent tranquillity. ‘His 

charafter w.n, — — - — he loved a jeft in his heart 

and as be fiw Iiimfelf in the true point 

of ridicule, he would fay, he could not lie an- 
gry with others for feeing him rn a light, in 
which he fo ftrongly faw himfelf : So that to his 
friends, wlui knew his foible was not the ioxe 
of money, and who ibervfore made the Icfs fcrii»- 
ple in bantering the oxtra-sagance of his humour, 
— — — inftead of giving the true caufe,— —he 
rather to j('in in the laugh ajainft himfelt ; 
and as he iKVcr caiiicd one finglc ounce of 
flefii upon his own bones, bring altogether as 
fpare a fige.re as bis ceafl, — he would fometimes 
inn ft upon the horfe was as good as the 

rider deferred, — that they were cciilaurJike,— 
both of a piece. At other times, and i» Other 
moods, wher his fpirits were abo>c the tempfei!- 
tion of faHe wit, — ^lic M'ouJd he found him- 
felf going orf fail in a confumptiotNi and, with 
great gravity would pretend, he Cpuld nott^fecar 
.fight Of a fat horfe, without a dejection of 
heatrt, and a fenfible alteration in hi«; |)i^fc ; and 

‘ that 
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that he had made choice of the lean one he rode? 
upon, not otdy ?o keep himfelf in countenance,-’ 
but in fpirita. 

At diiTcrcnt times he would give fifty humour- 
ous and oppofite reafens for ritjing a meek-fpi- 
rited jade of a, broken-winded horfe, preferable 

to one of mettle ; — for on fuch a, one he 

could fit mechanically ; and meditate as delight- 
fully de v.initate mnndi ct fuga faeculi, as with 
the advantage of a death’s head before him ; — 
that, in all other exerciiations, he couhrfpend 
his time, as he rode (lowly along — to as much 

account as in his (ludy ; that lie could 

draw up an argument in his fermon,* -or a hole 
in his bieeches, as ftcadily on the one as in the 
other 5 that briik trotting and (low argu- 

mentation, like wit and judgment, were two in- 
compatible movements. — ^ Kut that*, upon 

his (teed he could unite and reconcile every 

thing ; he could compofe his (ermon, 

he could compofe his cough, and, in cafe 

nature give a call he could likewife 

compofe himfelf to deep. In (liort, the 

parfon upon fuch encounters would afTign *any 
caiife, but the true caiife, — and he withheld the 
true one, or.Iy out of a nicety of temper, be- 
caufe he thought it did honour to him. 

But the truth of the (lory was as follows ; In 
the fil’d years of this gentleman’s life, and a- 
bout the time when the fuperb faddlc and bri- 
dle were purchafed by him, it had been his 
manner, or vanity, or call it what you Xvill, — 
to' run into the oppofite extreme.— In the 
language the country where he dwelt, he 
was faid - to have loved a good horfe, and gene- 
.raily had one of the bed in the Mdiole parifli 

VoL. 1 . • E danding 
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ftanding in his ftable always ready for faddling ^ 
* and as the neareft midwife, as* I told you, did 
not live nearer to the village than feveii miles, 

and in a vile country, it fo fell out that the 

poor gentleman* was fcarce a whole week toge- 
ther without fome piteous application for his 
bcaft 5 and as he was not an unkind-hearted 
man, and every cafe was more prefTing and more 

<liftrefsfiil than the laft, — : as much as he 

loved his bcaft, he had never a heart to refufe 
him ; the iipfliot of which was generally this, 
that his horfe was either clappM, or fpavin*d, 
or greazM — or he was twittcr-bon’d, or broken- 
winded, or fomething, in ihort, or other had 
bcQilIen him, which would let him carry no flelh; 

fo' that he had every nine or ten months 

a bad horfe to get fid of,— and a good horfe 
to purihafe in his ftead. 

What the lofs in fucb a balance might amount 
to, communihus aunis, I would leave to afpecial 
jury of fufferers in the fame traffic to determine ; 
——but let it be wh?tt it would, the honeft 
gentleman bore it for many years without A mur- 
mift*, till at length by repeated ill accidents of 
the kind, he found it neccflafy to take the thing 
under conridcration ; an^^, upon weighing the 
whole, and fumming it up in his mind, ht 
found it not only difpropoftioned to his other ex^* 
pcnces, but w'ithal , ft) heavy ^ article in’ ifibif, 
^s to difable him from any otfier aft of>gefor^- 
fity in his parifh : Befirfes this he coimdef^^ 
/fmty with half the fum thus gaBdpped away, .he 
Could do ten times as much good 
what ftill weighed more with him t^aU hll^wh'er, 
confidefations put toge^heri was 
unfilled all his charity into one paftic®!& chaff- * 

^ ' • neV 
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nelj and where, as he fancied, it was tlie lead* 
wanted, namely»to the child-bearing and child-, 
getting part of his parilh ; relerviiig nothing for 
the iiiipot^nt, — itothiiig for the aged — nothing 
for the many comfortlcTs fcencs ; he was hourly 
called forth to \ifit, where poverty, and ficknefs, 
and aillir^lion dwelt together. 

Tor thel'e reafcits ho refolved to dil'eontinuc 
the cxpenco ; and tlicre appeared but two polu- 

ble ways to extricate him dearly out of it ; - 

and thefe were either to make it an irrevocahic 
law, never more to lend his deed upon any ap- 
plication whatever, — or elfe to be content to »’Ide 
the l.dl poor devil, fiich as they had iradc him, 
with all his aches and infirmities, to the very ciid 
of the chapter. ♦ 

As he dreaded his own conftancy in the firfi, 
—he very chearfully betook himfdf to the (o- 
cond ; and tho’ he could very well have explain- 
ed it, as I faid, to ids honour, — yet, for t])at 
very reafon, he had a fpiiit alwvc it; cliunng 
rather to bear the contempt of his enemies, and 
the laughter of his friends, than undergo the 
pain of telling adlory, which might feeai a 4 )a- 
negyric upon himfclf. 

I have the higheft idea of thq fpiritual and re- 
fined fentiments of this reverend gentleman, 
from tliis Angle flroke in his character, which I 
think comes up to any of the honed refinements 
of the peerlefs knight of la Mancha, whom, by 
the byi with all his follies, I love an<l 

l^ould actually have gone farther to have pi'id a 
yrfit to, than the gicats,ft hero of antiquity. 

^iit this not the moral of my dory : The 
thing I had* in view was to flicw the temper of 
the w'D4d in the whole of this aflair. — I"of you 
• E 2 mull 
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miift Know, that fo long as this cxplana(i(.n 
•wo!iltl have done the parfon crl&dit — ^thc devil a 
foul could find it out ; — fiipj^ofc his enemies 

would not, and that his friends could not 

Rut no fooner did he beflir himfclf in behalf of 
the midv.’ife, and pay the expences of the ordi- 
' n.ny’.i licence to fet her up, — but the whole fc- 
cref came out; every borfe hcduul loll, and two 
jiDr eri more thtin ever lie had loll, with all the 
I lic’in llanccs of their dellruflion, \vere*known 
and dillliutlly remembtred. — ^The ilory ran like 

uiid-Hre. The parfon had a returning 

fit (T -ride which had jult feized him, and 
he wfl". g'dng to be well mounted once again 
in Ids life; and if it was fo, *t\vas plain as 
*\ i\\: fu! at ncon-dey, he would pocket the 
1 .p’uc, of the licence ten times told the very 

111 it* year: fo that every body was left 

‘‘ to j wliat w'cre his views in this aft of 
‘‘ clKiiltV. 

V/hat were bis views in this, and in every o- 
thcr aftion of bis life, — or railuT what were the 
opirdons which floated in the brains of other 
pecj^de concerning it, was a thought 'which too 
much liOuteJ in his own, and two often broke in 
upon his roll, when fhould have been found 
alhep. 

About ten years ago, this gentleman had the 
gcod l4|?rtune to be made entirely eafy upon that 
fcore,J^t being juft fo long ftnee be left his na- 
, riftidfeiul the wholr* w^rld at the fame time DC- 

bnfiFRim, -and ilands accountable to a judge, 

of A\honi he M ill have no caufc to complain* 

Riu there is a fatality attends t,h.e aftioiis of 
fomc men : (''.dcr them as they will, they pafs 
a certain medium which fo .hyifts ami 
*■ refr^ifts 
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rcfrafts them from their true direftions* r* 

that, with all kbe titles to praife which a 
tude of heart can give, the doers of tli^m are 
nevcrthelefs forced to live and die without it. 

Of the truth -of which, this gcnilemaii was a 

painful example. ^But to know by what means 

this came to pafs, and to make that know- 

ledge of life to you, I infill upon it that ^ypn 
read tlio two following chapti^s,- which con- 
tain fuch a ikctch of his life and convcrfiitlori, 

as AviJl cany its moral along with it.—^ 

When this is done, if nothing Hops us in our 
way, we w'ill go on with the midwife. 

C II A P. XL 

• 

Y ORICK w^s this parfon’s name, and, 
what is very remarkable 411 it, (as appears 
from a mott ancient account of the family wrote 
upon ftronjj vellum, and now in pcrfetl prefer- 
vation) it had been exactly fo fpclt for near, — 

1 was within an ace of laying nine hundred 
years ; — but I w ould not lliake my credit in tell- 
ing an improbable truth, however indifpn table 

in itfelf j and therefore I lliall content my- 

fclf witli only faying, It had been exactly fo 

fpcJt,, without the Jealt variation or traiilpofition 
ojLa fingle letteri for I do not know how‘ long ; 
wSich is more than I would venture to lay of 
one half of the bell furnarnes in the kingdom ; 
which, in a courfe of years, have.gerieralJy un- 
dergone as many chops and changes as tlicir 

owners.-- Has this been owing to the pride, 

or to the fliame of their refpL^live proprietors ? 
honclt tiuih, 1 think, Ibmeiimcs to the 

£3 
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4 ne, abd fometimcs to the other, juft as the 
temptation has’ wrought. But Vilhrious aflair 
It is, and wiB one tiny fo blend and confound U3 
all together, dint rto ofte ihall be able to itnnd 
up and' fwear, ‘Sthithfs own great grand-father 
** was^the man who dtd cither this or that.” 

This evil had been fufficiently fenced againft 
by^'fhe prudent care 'of the Yorick family, and 
their religious 'prefervation of thefe records I 
quote, which do further inform us, that the fa- 
mily was originally of Daiiifh extraflion, and 
had been tranfplanted into England as early as in 
the reign of Horweiidillus, king of Denmark, in 
whofe court it fecmif an anceftor of this Mr. 
Yorick’s, and from whom he was lineally de» 
fc, ended,* held a confiderable port to the day of 
.his death. Of what nature this confiderable 
poft was, this record faith not.- - k only adds, 
That for near two centuries, it had been totally 
aboliftjed as altogether unneceffary, not only in 
ihaj; court, but in every other court in the Chrif- 
tian world. 

It has often come into my head, that this poft 
coukl be no other than that of the king’s chief 

Jefterj-* and that Hamlet’s Yorick, in our 

.*ihaHefpear, many of whqtfe plays, you know, are 
founded upon authentica^d facts, — rwas certain- 
ly the very marl. . , . 

I have not the time to look into Saxo-Gra| 9 « 
maticiis’s hiftory, to know the certainty 

of this but if you have Icifure, and (^h.^arily 

J 'fet at the book, you may do irt full as well y6ur- 
elf. . 

I had'juft time in my travels through I>eriai^n 4 
with Mr. Noddy’s cldeft fon, wfebm' in thereat 
*741, i accompanied as governor, ridipg along. 

, witS 
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with him at a prodigious rate- thro’, moft parts of 
Europe, and of ^ hich orighial journey perform’d, 
by us two, a moft delcflable narrative will be 
given in the progrefs of this work 5 1 had, juft 
time, I fay, and that was all, t^ prove the truth 
of an oW'ervation made by a long fojourner in 

that country,-^ namely, That nature was 

neither very lavifti, nor was flic very ftingy in.her 
gifts of genius and capacity to .its inhabitants ^ 
— but, like a difereet parent, was moderately 
Itind to them all ; obferving fuch an equal tenor 
in the diftiibution of her favours, to bring 
them, in thofe points, pretty near to a level 
with each other ; fo that you will met r. with few 
inftances in that kingdom of refin’d parts ; but 
a great deal of good plain houflioJd underfla^id- 
ing amongft all ranks of people, of which every 
body has a fliare;” w^hich is, I think, very 
right. . . ; 

With us, you fee, the cafe is quite different 5 
——we are all ups and downs in this matter ; 
— )OU are a great genius ; — or, ’tis fifty to one, 
Sir, you are a great dunce and a blockhead ; — 
not that there is a total want of intermediate 
lleps, — nO|~we are not fo irregular as that comes 
tO y — but the two extremes are more common, 
and in a greater degree in this unfcttled ifland, 
where naturq, in her gifts and difpofitionvS ol this 
kind, is moil whimfical and capricious j fortune 
hcrfelf not being more fo . in the bequeft of her 
goods and chatties tlian.ftie. 

. This is all that ever ftagger’d my faith jn re- 
gard to ,Yoiick’s extraclion, who, by what I can 
fei^iember of him, and by all the accounts'! 
^ould ever ^et of him, feem’d not to have had 
Angle drop ox Baniih blood in his wlipie 
• crafis; 
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trafis;*m nine hundred years it mi^ht polTibly 
•have all run out: — I will not Jdiilofophize one 
moment with you about it ; tor, happen how it 
would, the iatt was this: — ^"Fbat inltead of that 
cold phlegm and tjxa£t regularity of feufe and' 
humours, you would have lookM for, in one fo 
extracted ; — he was, on the contrary, a*s mercu- 
rial and fublimated a compofition, — ;is hetero-^ 

elite a creature all his declenfions with as 

much life and whim, and gaite de cceur- about 
him, as the kindlieil climate could have engeu^*'! 
dered and put together. With all this fall, poor 
Yorick carried not one ounce of ballall ; he was 
utterly unpraCtifed in the world ; and at the age 
of twenty-fix, knew juft about as well how to 
lte& his courfe in it, as a romping unfiifpicious 
girl of thirteen: So that upon his liift fefting 
out, tkc brilk gale of his fpirits, as you will 
imagine, ran him foul ten times in a day of foine 
body’s tackling ; and as the grave and more flow 
paced were ofteneft in his way, — you may like- 
wife imagine, ’twas with fuch he generally had 
the ill luck to get the moft entangled. For 
aught I know, there might be fome mixture of 
unlucky wit at the bottom of fuch fracas — ^For, 
to fpeak the truth, Yorick had an invincible dif- 
like and oppofition in liis nature to gravity 5— 
not to gravity as fuch — for where gravity was 
wanted, he would be the moft grave and ferious 
of mortal men for days- and wrecks together 5 — 
but he was an fepeniy -to the afleftation-of itj 
and' declared open war againft it, only as it ap^ 
peared a cloak for ignorance, or for folly ; and 
then, whenever it fell in his way^ however 
tefbd and prote£led, he feldom ghve it much ‘ 
quarter. 

Sometimes^ 
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Sometimes, in his wiki way of talldilg, he' 
would fiiy that gfavity was an arrant fcoundrel ; • 
and he would add, — of the moft dangerous kind 

too, bocaufe a lly one; and that he verily 

believed, more honell, well-meajjing people were 
bubbled out of their goods and money by it in 
one twelvemonth, than by pocket-picking and 
Ihop-lifilng in feven. In the naked temper 
which a merry heart dilcovei‘ed,^e would lay, 

7 here v;as no danger — but to itfclf : ^whereas 

the very ellence of gravity was defign, and confe- 

quently deceit ; ’twas a taught trick to gain 

credit of the world for more fenfe and knowledge 
than a man was worth ; and that, w rh all its 
preicnfions, — it was no better, but often worfe 
than what a French wit had long ago defined*ir, 
—viz. A myfterious carriage of the body to 

cover the defc£ls of the mind ; whichtdefini- 

tion of gravity, Yorick, with great imprudence, 
would fay, deferved to be wTote in letters of gold. 

But, in plain truth, he was a man unhackney- 
ed and unpravSiifed in the world, and was alto- 
gether as indifcreet and foolifii on every other 
fubjeCl of difeourfe, where policy is w'^ont to.im- 
prefs rertraint. Yorick had no irnpreffion but 
one, and that w'as what aroie from the nature of 
the deed fpoken of; which jmpreffion he would 
ufually tranflate into plain tnglilh without any 

periphrafis, and too without much di- 

itiftdion of either pcvfoiiage, time, or place ; — 
fa that when mcinion was made of a pitiful or an 
ungenerous proceeding, — ^lie never gave himfclf 
a ihoment^s time to refie^l who was the Hero of 

the.piece ^whnt his ilation ^r how far he 

had power to hurt him hereafter; — ^ — but, if it 

a dirty acliotj, ^wiihout more ado,— *— 

‘ ' • The 
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The mfan was-a dirty fellow and fo on 

c And as hi$ comments had luually the ill fate to 
be terminated either in a bon mot, or to be en» 
KvenM throughout witli fome drollery or humour 
of expreffion, it^g;>ve wings to Yorick's indifcre- 
tion. In a word, though he never fought, yet, 
at tjbe fame time, as he fcldom fhunnM occafions 
of < faying what came uppermoft, and witliout 

much cerempniE,-: ^he had but too many temp-^ 

tatious in life,^ of fcattcring his wit and his htjiif 
mour,-— his gibes and his jells about him.— ~ 
were not lofl; for want of gathering. 

What were the confequences, and what was 
Yorick’s cataftrophe thereupon, you will read in 
the next chapter. 

CHAP. XII. 

T he Mortgager and the Mortgagee differ 
the one from the other, not more in length 
of purfe, than the Jefter and Jcllcc do in that 
of memory. But in this the comparifon be- 
twe/jn them runs, as the fcholiafts call it, upon 
all-four ; which) by the by, is upon one or tw'o 
legs more, than fome o|. the heft of Homer’s can 
pretend to j— -namely. That the one raifes a fum, 
^nd the otW. a Laugh at your expencc> and think . 
no more 'at^ut it. Jntereft, however, ftill runs 
on. in — ^the periodical or accidental 

paym^r^.^ Juft Serving to keep the meinpry. 
of tbs ^air alive, in fome jeyji 

hour— ^pop comes the creditor lapon eacb, : aQd' 
by Remanding principal upon together. 

fell iatcreff to the very day,,hiakes them 
ii^ fed the fell extent of their otligations. , 
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As the reader (for I hate your ifs) has *a tho- 
rough knowledge of human nature, I need not 
fay more to fatisfy him, that my Hero could not 
go on at this rate without feme flight experience 
of thefe incidental memento’s* To fpeak the 
truth, he had wantonly involved himfclf in a 
multitude of fma-ll book-debts of this (lamp, 
which, notwithftanding Eugenius’s frequent Ad- 
vice, he too much difregarded ; thinking that as 
not one of them was contrafted thro’ any ma- 
lignancy; — but, on the contrary, from an ho- 
nedy of mind, and a mere jocundity of humour, 
they would all of them be crofs’d out in courfe. 

Engenius would never admit this 5 .nd would 
often tell him, that one day or other he would 
certainly be rec]:oned with ; and he would often 

add in an accent of forrowful apprehenfion 

to the uttermoft mite. To which Yorick, with 
his ufual carelefTncfs of heart, would as often an- 

fwtT with a pfhaw ! and if the fubjeft was 

ftarted in the fieUls — with a hop, fkip, and a 
jump at the end of it; but if clofe pent up in 
the focial chimney corner, where the culprit was' 
harricadoM in, with a table and a couple of arm 
chairSj and could not fo readily fly olE in a tan- 
gent, — ^Eugenrus M’ould then go on with his lec- 
ture upon diferetion, in words to this purpofe, 
theugh Ibmewhat better put together. 

'' Truft me, dear Yorick, this unweafy pleafan- 
fryJ^ thine will, fooner or later, bring tfaec into' 
ami difficulties, which no after-wit can 
thee out of. - I n thefe faHieS, too 
happens, that a perfon laugh*d at, 
in the light of a perlbn injured,^ 
fights of fuch a fituatioA bekingil^^ 
to when thou vieweft Kim 

" • teo. 
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' too, and rcckoneft up his friends, his family, his 
vkindred and allies, — and miifterbft up with them 
the many recruits which will lift under him from 
a fenfe of common danger j ’tis no extravagant 
•arithmetic to fay, that for every ten jokes, — thbii 
haft got an hundred enemies ; and till thou haft 
gone on, and raifed a fwarm of wafps about thy 
.caVs, and ait half ftnng to death by them, thou 
vdlt never be Convinced it is fo. 

I cannot fufpeft it in the man whom I efteem, 
that there is the leaft fpiir from fplccn or malevo- 
lence of intent in thefc fallies, — believe and 
know them to be truly honeft and fportive : — ^liut 
confider, rpy dear lad, that fools cannot diftiii- 
guifti this, and that knaves will not ; and thou 
knoweft not what it is, either to provoke the 
one, or to make merry with the other; — whene- 
ver tirey alTociate for mutual defence, depend up- 
on it, they will carry on the war in fuch a man- 
ner againil’thec, my dear friend, as to make thee 
h-^artily fick of it, and of thy life too. 

RiiVKNr:E fromfomc baneful corner fliall level 
a tale of diflionour at thee, which no innocence 
of^heart, or integrity of condiuSt fliall fet right. 
— ~r-^*ri:e fortunes of thy houfe fliall totter, 
—thy charailer, wlii^h led the way to them, 
lhail bleed on. every fide of it,— thy faith quef- 
lioned, — ihy works belied,— thy wit forgotten, 
— ^thy learning trampled on. To wind m the 
laft feene of thy tragedy. Cruelty and Cow- 
•ARDiCE, twin-riuTians, hired and fet •on by Ma- 
lice in the dark, (hall ftrike together at all thy 
infirmities and miftakes: — ^the l^ft of my 
,deAr lad^ lie open there ; — and truft mc^trufi: 
•me, Yorick, when, to gratify a pi vate appetite, 
it is ©n<^e rcfolved upon, that an m 
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bclplefs creature fliall be facrificedy ^tis Jn caf/ 
matter to pick tip flicks enow from any thicket • 
where it has ftrayed, to make a fire to offer it up 
with. 

Yorick fcarcc ever'heard this f^d vaticination of 
his defliny read over to him, but with a tear fteal- 
ing from his eye, and a promiflbry look attend- 
ing it, that he was refolved for the time to co/he, 

to ride his tit M'ith more fobrtety. -But, 

alas, too late ! — a grand confederacy, with ***** 
and ***** at the head of it, was form’d before 

the firft predi<!-l:ion of it. ^The whole plan 

of the attack, juft as Eugeiiius Iwtd forboded, 

was put in execution all at once, wlIi fo little 

mercy on the fide of the allies, and fo little 

fufpicion in Yorick, of what was carrying on*a- 

gainft him, that when he thought, good eafjr 

man ! ftiJl furcly preferment was o’ripening, — 
they had fmotc his root, and then befell, as many 
a worthy man had fallen before hflti- 

Yorick, however, fought it out with all ima- 
gimible gallantry for fome time ^ till, overpower’d 
by numbers, and worn out at length by the ca- 
lamities of the war, — ^but more fo, by the unge- 
nerous' manner in which it was carried on,-^ie 
threw down the fword 5 and though he kept up 
his fpirits in appearance to the laft, — -he died, ne- 
verthelefs, as was generally thought, quite broken- 
Parted. 

■What inclined Eugenius to the f^e opinion, 
was as follows : 

few hours before Yorick breath’d his laft, 
Eugeni us flept in with an intent to take his laft 
flght and laft farewcl of him : Upon bis draw- 
ing Yorick’s*curtain, and afking how he felt him- 
felf, Yorick, looking up in his face, took hold 
• F of 
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'1)1$ anH, after tbanldng hjfti for tlic 
fl^iiy tokens of Ms frietidfliip th hitn,. for \i^hich 
‘he faldj if it was their fate to meet hereafter,— 
tic would thank him again and ^again,***— — - 
he told him he iras Within^^a few hours of giving 

Ws enemies the flip for ever. hope not, an- 

fwered Eugenius, '^ith tears trickling down his 
cMeks, and with the tendrreft tone that ever 
man fpoke,— I* hope not, Yorick, faid he. — — 
Yorick replied, ivith a look up, and a gentle 
Tqiieezc of Eugenius’s hand, and that was all 

but it cut Eugenius to liis heart. Come,— j- 

come, Yorick, quoth Eugenius, wiping his eyes 
and fummotiing up the man within him, — my 
dear lad, be Tomforted, — ^Ict not all thy fpirits 
and fortitude forfakc thee at this crifis when thou 
mod wanted them who knows what rcfources 
are in*drro, and what the power of God may 
yet do fo** thee ?— Yorick laid his hand upon his 
heart, and gd^ttly Ihook his head.- — ^For my part^ 
rotitinucd Eugenius, cryitie bitterly as he utter- 
ed the words,---! d<^ dare I know not, Yorick, how 
to pirt with thee,— and would gl idiy flatter my 
hopts, added Eugenius, chcaring up his volccy 
^hat there is dill enough kTt of thee to make a 

hiflup. — and that I may live jto fee it. 

bvflech thev, Eugqnius, qiu h Yorick, taking oflr 
his night-cjip as well as Jie cci Id with his left- 
hand,— his ^ght beings dill grafped clofe in tWrt: 
of befeoch thee to take a view of 

my hiSad. — 1 fee^ nothing that ails it, re,- 

olied Eugenius. T*hea, alas ! my friend, faid 
S? Jfck, let me tell you, that ’tis fo hruifed and 
nfw^fhapeftkl with ihc blows which ***^'^* and 
and fom: ethers, have fo unhandfomely 
in the daik, that I might fay wWt 
• Sancho 
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tSaochd fidilicliaj tliat fhould I lecover, aiul*** Mi-* 
tVes thejpeupoif be fuffciccl to l*ain clown frpai, • 
hea\cn thick as hail, not one ot 'em wpuld 
%fit iu”-*"- Yorick's kit breach was hang- 

ing upon his trembling lips read|r to depait as be 
utteiil yet llUl it was utter'd with 

thing ol a cer\antick toriej'^and, as he Iffcke it, 
tog' niu 3 coiiH perceive a ftrcim of lambent fire 
lighted up lor a moment in his cjvs; — faint pic- 
tinrc of thoie fwilics of h^s fpirit, which (as 
^hak^fpeir laid of his aiicclloi) were wpnt to fet 
the tabic in a roar. 

Eugcnius wais convinced from that the 
heart V)f his friend was broke; be fq^iee' 'd his 
hand,— and then walk'd foftly out of the 
room, weeping as he walk'd. Yorick folloi^fed 
Eugcnius with his eyes to the door,— — he theiji 
clofcd them,' — and never t>pened them mosc. 

He lies'hw^d in a comer of his church-yard* 
in the parifh of — — , under a plain marble 
flab, which his friend Eugenius, by leave of his 
executors, laid upon his gtave, with no more than 
thefc three words of infci^tion, fcx ving both for 
his epitaph and elegy: • 
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, c»n A t: ^nt 

1 ^ h fo IdogT^iKCs^lklmj^ttor of tins rbapfodicai^ 
work froitt tifb mtd^^’ifi^i th^f; 

it xi> high tl^i. to ^{Mtntion \iet again to him^ mcfrcV 
ly to put him in ^|)Q$ad that theje is fuch a bo/iy 
ftai in the wodd, and whom, ^pon the bfft 
judgment I can form ^pon my own plan at pjre* 
leht,*^l am going to intioduce to him for good 
and ?til : But as hefc matter may be Hatted, and 
much imexpedled bufiiiels fall out betw.\t the 
leader and mylclf which may lequiie imn ediate 
diipatcb :t— ' twas rrght to take caic that t c poor> 
woman ftiould not be loft in the mean timej#-- 
becaufe when ihe is wanted, we can no way do 
without her. ^ 

I think I told you thit this good woman was a 
peffon ot tio fmall note and conleqiience through*^ 
out our whole village and ton iilhip j-^that hen 
fame had fpread itfclf to the vciy out-edge and 
4.ifcumfcrence of that eirdr of importance, of 
which kind eiery foul living, whether he has n 
ftiltrt to bis hacK or no, — lias one fuirountfing 
him 5 — ^whicli faid ciicle, by the way, whtne^tr 
^}s faid, that fuch a one is of greae weight and 
importance in the vorld, I dtfie may be eiilir- 
or contiadled in your won) ip^ fancy, in a 
cgtnpound ratio of the flat ion, profeflion, know- 
ledge, abilities, height and depth (meafunng 
both ways) ot the peilonage brought befote 
you. 

In the prtftnl cafe, if I remember, I fixed it 
at a’ out out or five miks, w huh not only coin- 
prdhetultd the whole panfli, but extended it&lf 

to 
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• to two or three of the adjacent hamlets in the 
ifleirts of the next parifh; whieftsmaSe a conlider- 
able thing of it. I muft add, That (he was, 
moreover, very well looked on at one large grange- 
houfe, and Tome other odd houfes and farn:s with- 
in two or three hiilcs, as I Taid, fiom the Ihioke 

of her own chimney: ^But I muft here, 

oiicc for all, inform you, that all this will be 
more exaftly d^jlineated and explain'd in a map, 
now in the hands of the engraver, which, with 
many other pieces and developemcnts to this work, 
wdll be added to the end of the twentieth vohime, 

—not to fwelJ the w'ork; 1 deteft the thought 

of fuch a thing 5 ^but by way of commenta- 

ry, fcholium, illuftration, and key to fuch palfa- 
gvis, incidents, or innuendoes as fliall be thought 
to be either of private interpretation, or of dark 
or clolibtful meaning, after my life and my opi- 
nions ftiall have been read over, (now don't forget 
the meaning of the word) by all the World;—— 
which, betwixt you and me, and in fpite of all 
the gentlemen reviewers, in Great-lWtain, and 
of all that their worfliips fttall undertake to write 
or fay to the contrary, — I am determined ftiall 

be the cafe. 1 need not tell your w^orfliip, 

that all this is fpoke in coniidence« 


CHAP. XIV. 


U PON looking into my mother’s rharrjige 
. fctrlemenV, in prefer to fatisfy myfelf ind 
in a point neceffary.to be clear’d up, tfe* 
Upe ive could proceed any further in thishiftory j 
had.;the good fortune to pop ippon the very 
1, wanted, before I had read a day ^nd a b^ilf 

c * ftiaigbi 
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ftraight forwards 5-— it might have taken me' up a 
month 5 — which mews plainly, that when a man 
fits down to write a hiftoi y, — tho’ it he but the 
hiflory of Jack Hickathrift or Tom ^^Jhumb, he 
kliows no more than his heels whgit lets and con- 
founded hindciances he is to meet with in his 

way, or vihat a dance he may be led, by one 

cxcuifion or another, bcfoic all is over. Could 
an hiflonographer drive on his hiftory, as a mule- 
teer drives cn his mule ftraight forward ; 

for inflariLC, fiom Rome all the way to 

Loretto, without ever once turning his head afide 
either to the right hand or to the left, — ^he might 
venture to forctel you to an hour when he ihould 

get to his journey’s end : ^But the thing is,' 

morally fpeakiiig, impofliblc 5 for if he is a m& 
of the leafl fpirit, he will have fifty deviations 
fiom a ftraight line to make with this or thal^ party 
as he goes along, w’hich he can no ways avoid. 
He will have views and profpefts to himfclf perpe- 
tually follciting his eye, which he can no more 
help ftanding ftill to look at than he can fly i he 
will moreover have vaiioiis 

Accounts to reconcile : 

Anecdotes to pick : 

Infciiptions to make out : 

Stories to weave in ; 

IVaditions to fift ; 

Perfonages to call upon : 

Panegyricks to pafte up at this door : 

Pafquinades at that -AH which both ^ 
man and the mule are quite exempt from. To 
fum up all j thefe are archives at every flage to 
be look’d into,^^d rolls, records, documents, 
and endlefs genealogies, which juftice ever and 
anon ciiOs him back to (lay the reading of — fn 
» fiiort, 
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*fhort,*^thero is no enJ of it— ^or niy own part 
I declare I h«ue been afit thefe iix wceks^ making 
all fhe fpeed L po/Ebly could,— — ad<l am not yet 

born: J|jnve juft been able, .md thit’s rdl, 

to tell you wheii h happ*ny, but not how ; — lb 
that you fee the thing is yet lar fiotn being ac- 
comphflicd. 

■'^Ihcfe unroufeen ftoppiges, \tl.ich, T o vn, T 
had no conc^-pfion of ^viun I f.fl. let out; — but 
which, I im coinintc 1 now, will ra^bf i tncicae 

than diminish, as I advance, — l.ri\e ftru-k out, 

a hint which I am refolvcd to follow ; — and that 

is,- >"*»">"’ n ot to be in a huriy 5 ^but to go on tei- 

furel^, wilting and publilhing two volumes of my 
life every year,— -which, if I am fufferM to go 
on quietly, and can make a tolerable bargiin with 
niy bookleller, I Ihatl continue to do as long as I 
live- * 


CHAP. XV. 

T he article in my mothei's marriage fettle- 
ment, which I told the readei I was at the 
pains to fcarch for, and wrhich, now that I have 
found it, I think proper ftp lay before him, — is 
fo much more fully exp^efs’d in the deed itfcif, 
than ever I can pietend to do it, that it \^ould be 
barbarity to take it out of the lawyer’s hand It 
is as follows* 

“ AND THIS INDENTURE FtTR- 
^THER WirNx.SSErH, That the ftid 
f Walter Shantlfc merchant, in confiderationiof 
fhe fliW intended .marriage to be had, and by 
^ Ood*S bleftmg to be well and truly 
confumrnated between the 

' ^ « ter 
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ter Shandy and Eliznbrth Mollincnx, 'afore- 
faid, 5lnd diveA other good and valuable cau- 
** fcs and conii derations him thereunto Iptcially 

mo\ing dotli grant, covenant, conde- 

fceiid, confent, conclude, bargain, and fully 
agree to and with ]ohn Dixon *and James 'J’ur- 
“ ner, I i^/s. tlie above-named luilUes, tsfe. 

«c WIT, That in cafc.it 

flioiilil I'Mfalter fo fall out, chance, happen, 

or oilu^'^/ile come to pafs, That the 

faid W ilkr .Shan<ly, iiuichant, IhaJl have left 
oil bnfnels iKlore th/ lime cr 1 lines, that the 
laid JI'vaLcth iViolliUjpux iLail, iiecording to 
the cciiifc of nature, oi otherwife, hae left 

cd Iciiintr < n<l bringing lorth cbildien; 

and th i ii' confcqucncc of the laid 'SValtCr 
Shindy having fo h f • oiF huriri».rs, fijall, ih 
'’I ig* t, and .gai.iii ^he lut ^ II, cc^nliiu, 
** ’».o j. i»t d-lihing of the fi.d 

nia^e I c‘< p Mine m the city 

of T ( ndon, le, o dc . u> it» le to, md dwell iip- 
o 1, his cllatc at Mi iMlv-SlaJl, In the county 

or , (Ji* it any other t oiintry - feat, 

c 01’, hall, n m/oi»-hoi.U, nu Puage, ,or 
enrg -houie, nenv pini ha^Lt*, oi Ineaftei to 
he pr»cha^e<l, ornj'i’U any ]nrt i^r parieJ tlure- 
** of : — h t ih^n, ’n«l a' o 'tcn '* . the iau‘ Eli/a- 
lielli Mf)]>liuu\ lb dl hap,n n to Iv uiicemt with 
child or ehil iieii tc\* i . i) mil law Mlly hegot, 
or to he h'^'g^ rter , noon the bf;dy of the faid 
Elizabi th Rh.din.rx ncr faid cot erture, 

~he the f 'd \\ a'^ui lhalj, at his own 

«« P^op • , nd (haigc*v 5 ;ji 1 out ofib»s own 

** proper ii'ois'C'*, /Upon good and is:.afonah!e no- 
** lice, wbiih In heub) ai^iccd to be within lix 
weete O'! her the faid Elizabeth MoKmicux’s 
‘ • full 
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fufl reckoning, or time of fuppofed and conr- 
putcd delivery, — ^pay, or caflfe to be paid, the 
lum of one hundred and t^%enty pounds of 
good and lawful money, to John Dixon and 

‘‘ James Turner, Efqrs. or afligns, — 

upon TRUST and confidence, and for and un- 
to the ufe and ufes, intent, end, and pur- 

pofe following : HAT IS iO SAY, 

^ That the faid fum of one hundred and twenty 
pounds fliall be paid into the hands of the faid 
“ Elizabeth Mollincux, or to be othci wife appli- 
“ ed by them the faid truftecs, for the well and 
“ truly hiring of one cpach, with able and fuffi- 
“ ciciii horfes, to cany and convey the body of 
** the faid Elizabeth Mollineiix and the child or 
children wdiich fliC fiiall be then and there en- 
ceint and pregnant with, — unto the city of 
** London; and lor the fuither paying and de- 
fraying cf all othei iiicidenial cods, charges, 
and (.KMc-nces whaifoLver, — in and about, and 
** for, and relating to liu laid intended delivery 
“ and lyiiny-!ii m the faid ciiy, or fubuibs theie- 
** of. And thtt the faid Elizabeth^ Mollincux 
fliall and may from time to time, and at all 
fuch time and times as aie here covenanted and 
** agreed upon, — pea<"eably and quietly hire the 
faid coach and horfes, and have free ingrefs, 
** egrefs and regrefs throughout her journey, in 
and fiom the faid coach, according to the te- 
" nor, true intent, and' meaning of thefe pre- 
fents, without a^^y let, fuit, trouble, dilfurb*- 
j difcharge, hindcratice, 
‘ ^feiture, evi£iion, vexation, imerruptioit , 

ir inqumbefance whatfoever. And 

^ '^tb;at it ihall moreover be lawful \o and for the 
^ fkid Elizabeth Mollincux, from tim^ 40 *tiine, 

" I * ** and 
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“ and as oft or p^cen as Ac fliall well and truly* 
. be advanced in her faid pregnancy, to the 
time heretofore ftipulatcd and agreed upon,^ 
** to live and rcfidc in fiich place or places, and' 
" in luch'fa^ily or families, ahd with "ftich rc- 
** lations, friends, and other perfons within the 
“ faid city of London, as fhe, at her own will 
** and pleafure, notwithftanding Iier prefeiit cTo- 
** verturc, and as if flic was a feliime, folfe and 

unmarried, -Aall think fit."- - ■■■ — 

« THIS INDENTURE. FURTHER WIT^ 
** 'NESSETH, That for the more i^ecluall/ 
** carrying of the faid covenant into exf/:utioij, 
theiaid Walter Shandy, merchant, do/j hrrc* 
« by grant, bargain, fell, rcleafe, and comfiryi 
unto the faid John Dixon and James ' Turner, 
Efqrs. their heirs, executors, and afiigns, iii 
their ^ual poiTcflion now being, by virtue of 
an indenture of Iwrgain and fale for a year to 
them the faid John Dixon and James Turner, 
** Eiqrs. by him the faid Walter Shandy, mer- 
** chant, thereof made; which faid bargain and 
** fale for a year, bears date the day next before 
** the date of,thcfe prefents> and by force and 
“ virtue of the ftatute for transferring of ufea in- 
to jDofreflion, — —ALL that the manor aiid 
** IprdAlp of Shandy, in the county of , 
** Wth all' the figlits, members, and appurte- 
“viiastcses thereof ; and all and every the mcl^ 
M 4iage8> faoufcv buildings, bams, flablcs^ or- 
** chards, gardens, backfides/ tofts, crofts, 
”,g 2 U*»tbs, cottages, lands, meadows, feediiSgifi, 
V.pafiures, marAes, commom, woods, u)rtdei& 
woods, drains, fiiheries, waters Srlid water- 
together wiA all ' tents, 
** Icrvices, annuities, fec-fid'Irts, 

VioL. I, ' G knights 
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* fcnights fees, -A^iews of frank-pleclgCi cfchcau,, 
reliefs, mipes, quarries, goods and chattel's 
** of felons and fugitives, felons of '^hemfelvcs^ 
and put in exigent, deodands, free warrens, 
** and all other/toyalties and feignories, rights, 
and jiirifdi£tipns, privileges and hereditaments 
\vhatfoever.~— — AND ALSO, the ad- 
*** vowfon, donation, prefentation and free dif- 
“ pPfition of the rectory or parfonage of Shandy 
“ aforefaid, and all and every the tenths, tythes, 

** glebe-lands” In three words — 

“ My mother was to lie in, (if flie chofe it)' in 
“ London.” ^ 

But in order to put a ftop to the praftice of any 
unfair play on the part of my mother, wdiich a 
marriage article of this nature too raanifeftly 
opened a door to, and which indeed had never 
been thought of at ail, but for my uncle Toby 
Shandy 5 — a claufe was added in^ fccurity of my 

father, which was this ; That in cafe my 

mother hereafter fhouKl, at any time, put n^y 
father to the trouble and cxpence of a London 

journey upon falfe cries and tokens 5 that 

dor every fuch inft'ince ibc iliould forfeit all the 
right and title which tJic covenant gave berf to 
** the next turn to no more,-r-and jTo on, 

' totics quotics, in as cffedlual a mapnef, as if 
fuch a cpvcnant ' betwixt them had > not been 
made.”^— This, by tl^e way, was no tlisjin 
-iwbat v/asl r^afon^lc j-^-and yct, as -as 

iCf'jfeaSj Ibave evcr thaughHt hard that the whole 
' article fliowld have fallen eni^|:jeljr, 
dJd^ upin rnyfclfi . 

begot .and born lo misfortune^^t" 
popt mother, whether m was> 
compound of botb^*^r' 
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«r wlietlier it was^fimply the mere fwell of' ima- 
giimtion ami |kncy in her ;-^r iiow far a flrong 
and dcfire to have it fo, might mi/lead her 
jiulgmefit ; — irt fliort^ whether ilic was deceived, 
or deceiving in this matter, it no v/ay beconu'S 
me to decicte. The fa6t was this, that in tlie 
latter end of September,- 17*7> vhich was the 
year before I was born, nfiy mother having card- 
ed my father up to town mucli sg.Tinft tlie, gJ'ain, 
— he pcrCirptoMly infilled upon the cl^uic ; — jib 
that I was doomM, by marriage artiok% to ;have 
my tiofe fquecz'if as fiat to my face, as Jf the d<>, 
ftinics had acl lally fpun me wdthout one. 

How this event came about, — and wba a ttain 
,of vexatious difappoiiitments, in cue llage or o- 
ther of my life, have purfued me from the mefe 
loft, cr rather comprefiion of this one fingle mem- 
ber, — fhall be laid before the leader ail in due 
time. 


c ii:a p. XVI. ' 

M y father, as any body- may naturally ima- 
gine, came down with my mother into 
the country, in but a pettilh kind of a humottr. 
The fidl twenty or live-and-twenty miles he did 
nothing in the world but fret and teaze himfelf, 
and ii^^cd my mother too, about the curfed. eSc- 
pence, which, he'faid, might every, flailling of it 
have been laved ; — ^then, what vexed him more 
than every thing clfei was the provokidg'time of 
the year, — which, as I told you ^ vytas^ . towards 
tbe^efid of September, when bis waUifruit, a^d 
green. especially, in whickihe was vcjy cu- 
tiSf® juft nsady for pulling:—-^** Had 

G a he 
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• ** lie ix'cn whiftled up to Lotfdpn, upon a Tom 
• Fool’s errand in any other month of tire whole 
year, he Should not have faid th*ie words about 
u it.** 

For ihc next ^Wo whole ftages, no ftftjjeft 
go down, but the heavy blow he han fufhiined 
fiom the lofs of a fon, whom it feciiis he hul ful- 
ly reckoned upon in his mind, and icgiftefcd 
(town in^his pocket-book, as a fecond ftaft forhis 
old age, in cafe Bobbv fhoukl fail^ him. The 
diJfapointment of this, he faid, was ten timfs 
more to a wife man than all the money wMcfi 
“ tlie journey', 8cc. had cort him, pat together 
« .^-... R ot the hundred and twenty pounds,— he 
did not mind it a rufli.” 

*“From Stilton all the way to Grantham, no- 
thing in the whole affair provoked him fo much 
as the condolences of his fiiends, and the fooHfh 
iiguic they fliould both make at church the firft 

Sunday ; of which, in the fatiiical vehemence 

of his wit, now ihaipcncd a little by vexation, he 
would give fo xn.iny humeurous and provoking 
ilefcriprions, — and place his rib and Itlf in fo 
macy tormenting lights and attitudes in the face 
of tlie whole congrega’^iott; — that my mother dc- 
daifed ihefc two ftages Were -fo truly tragi-conji- 
cal, that file did nothing but laugh and cry in a 
breath, from one end to the other of them uH the 
•SiW* ^ -f 

tfx>m Gr^tntham, till they had crbfled 
Trent, my lather was ont<$t all kind of pattSfited 
^ p the eik ert^k ,nnd impetitiOn which he fancied 
^isif mother had put hp^ him in this afiairwu^ 
he would fay 'to hjmfelf, d^ 
and kgain, “ the w-oman coifltl nerf^p 

H herfeir 5 — if ihe 
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** ncfs !” — ^Torm^entihg word! which led bis- 
Imagination a thorny dance, and, before all wa6 
oter, played the duce and all with him 
lure as ever the word weaknefs was uttered and 
llruck full upon his brain, — ^fo fure it fet him up- 
on running divifions upon how* many kinds of 
wcaknelTes there were ; — ^that there was fuch a 
thing as weaknefs of the body, — ^as well as weak- 
nefe of the mind, — ^and then he Bwould' do no- 
thing but ()llo{,i?e within himfelf for a ftage or 
two together, how far the caufc of all tbefe vexa- 
tions might, or might not, have arifen out of 
himfelf, 

In fhort, he had fo many little fu^ofbs of dif- 
quictude fpringing out of this one affair, all fret- 
ting fuccefli\cly in his mind as they rofq up fh 
it, that my mother, whatever was her journey 
up, had but an uneafjr journey of it dov#n — ^la 
'a word, as (he complained to my uncle Toby, he 
would hate tired out the patience of any llcui 
live. 


CHAP. XVIL 

T hou G H my father travelled homewiirdfi, 
as I told ypu, in none of the bell of mooda^ 
— pfliaw-ing and pifli-ing all the way down^-— 
yet he had the complatfance to keep the werft 
part of the ftory ftiU tp htmfclf 5— which was the 
irdolution be hati rakfa of doing hing^i^lf the juf* 
ticc, which my ujacl^ claufc In the lAar-^ 

mge fettlemenc empowi^^ him \ nor was H tall 
ishe very night in which 1 ^ras begOt, wfaipfa ways 
pToirhs afoeir, that flic had the leaft 

iilistior .n>f hie# defign ^wh^n riiy 

• C j happening. 
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’liappenin^;, .m joii le^membef, to be a lutlcr 
chaguriLd and out oi temper, — took cccn Hon, .w 
tht-y lay cbatting gtately in bed aitcrwaul*;, 
talking ovet what was to cbme,~to let hvr know 
-that ftie muft accommodate hcrfelf as well as fhe 
cnirld to the bargain made between them in their 
mr^ti iage deeds 5 which was to ly-in ot her next 
chil d ig the countiy, to babticc the Lilt year^ 

^ ‘*?«w^afher was a '^entlemart of manv virtues, 
h?d a rtroiig fpice of that in his tempen- 
s\hidh might, or might not add to the numbef. 

I IS know 11 by the name of pcrfeverance 

in a good caufe, and of oWtinicy in a bad one : 
Of this n) mother hul lb much knowledge, that 
-fhe knew ’iwas to no purpofe to make any lemon- 
itrancc, — ^fo flie e’en refohtd to fit down quietly, 
and make the moil of it* 


CHAP. xvin. 


^ S the point was that night agreed, or rather 
jr\ determined, that my mother fliould ly-m 
of me in the country, (hc^took her n)eafures ac- 
cordingly j for which puipofe, when fhe was 
three days, or thereabouts, gone with child, (he 
began to Caft her eyes upon the midwife whom 
Vdu have fo often heard me mention \ and before 
the week was well gotVound, as the famous Di*. 
Matiitlgham was not to be had, (lie bad come to 
g U final determni inon in her mind,— -not witfif- 
fend^hg there was ? fcientifick operator within 
JK near a call as tight miles ot Us, and whoj» 
^febreover, had exprtflv i«viote a five ho(^ 

Ac luhje£l of nudwifcry# m whidl>»^w thill 
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^pp|ed, not opl)^ the blunders of the fift^rhood 
itfclf,— hut had aSb fuperadded many curious int-? 
provemeuts for the quicker extrailion of tjb'e fees 
tus in crofs births, and fome pthcr cafes of dan- 
ger which delay us in getting into the world 
withflanding ail this, my motRer, 1 fay^ was 
abiolutcly determined to tiuft her life, and mine 
■with it, into no fours hand but this old womai|'s 
only. — ^Now this I like ; — when we cannot get at 
the very thing we wifli, — never, to take up with 
the next beft in degree to it; — no, that’s pitiful 
Ixiyond defeription ; — ^it is no more than a week 
from this very day, in which I am now writing 
this book for tlie edification of Ae world,—— 
which is March 9. 1759, — that my dear, dear 
Jenny obferving I looked a little grave,, as fte 
ftood cheapening a fiik of five and twenty fliH- 
lings a yard, — told thc^mercer, fhe w^as fo^ry (he 
had given him fo much trouble ; — and immedi- 
ately wrtit and, bought hcrfclf a yard-wide fluff 
of ten pence a yard. ’Tis the duplication of one 
and the fame greatnefs of foul ; only what Icfl’en- 
ed the honour of it fomewhat, in my mother’s 
was, that (he could not heroine it into fo 
violent and hazardous an extreme, as one in ^er 
fituatiqn might have wiflied, bccaufe the old mid- 
wife had really fome little claim to be depended 
as much, at Icaft, as fuccefs could give 
her i: baying, in the cOujfe of her praftice of ijear 
twciuy years in the p^rifh» brought every mo- 
rther’s fou, of them into the World ^vkhoui any cuic 
,ilip or accident which eould fairly he lajdjtq her 


5#hde fa£ls, thpugh they had their wejjghtj 

1..tisfy fome few fcrji^Ies. aiiSj 
upon my father’s 

■ ' ' ' “ih 
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in teUtion to tbis choice* To fay nothing p{ the 
natural workings of humanity^ and juftice^ or of 
the yearnings of parental and coniiubtal love» all 
which prompted nim^ to leatc as little to hazanl 
as^ffible in a cafe of tbis kind, — he felt hinr- 
fclf concerned* in a particular manner, that ail 
Ihoult} go right in the prefent cafe, — liom the 
q.ccumu]ated Toirow he lay open to, fliould any 
evil betide hU wife and child, in lying-in at Shan- 
dy-hall.~He knew the world judged by events^ 
and would add to his afilifiions in iuch a misfor- 
tune, by loading him with the whole blame of 
it.—** Al?s oMavl— had Mrs. Shandy, poor 
“ gentlewoman ! liad but her wifli in going up 
** to town juft to ly-in and come down again ; 

— which, they fay, Ihc begged and prayed for 
** upon her bare knees, — and which, m jpy 
** opitiion, confidering fortune which Mr. 

Shandy got with her, ^was no fuch mighty 

** matter to have complied \vith, thc<aciy and 
** her babe might both of ^em have been alU'c at 
‘* this hour.” 

This exclamation my father knew was unan^ 
fw erable \ — and yet, it was* not merely to fhelter 
himftlf, — ^noi was it aItOjg:ether for care of bis off-* 
fprltig and wife, that 1 : feemedfo extremely anxi- 
pus ;imut this point ^my father had cxttnGye 
Vfpws of »things,^and ftood, moreover, as 

deeply concerned in it lor the puldick 
fros^4^,^adl>e entertained ef the bad 
an iJ^4^ uiftanpe migljit be put»m. » 
fenfitde that all political wrifei^ 
the bad unantmoufly agreed 

the beginningrjcOf &een 
reign down to his own 
^nien aiul mqpe j 



T^StKAM' mAHml btm. 

I 

upon one frivolotri errand or another, — ^fet in fo 
flrongr— as to bccomt; dangerous to ouf civil 
rights 5 — though, hy the by»— a current w'as not 
tl\e image he took moft delight in, — a diftehrpet 
was here his favouiite- metaphor,* and he 
run it doM'H into a pcrfefl: allegory, by maintain^ 
ing it was identically the faine in the oody natio- 
nal as in the body iiattnal, where blood and fpi^ 
rifs Were dii\cn up into the head, fPiler than they 
could find their ways down ; — a ftoppage of" cif^ 
culation mud ciifue, which vias death in both 
cafes. 

There W3S little danger, he would fay, oflo- 
fing our liberties by Fiench politicks or "* icUch 

invafions j -nor was he fo much in ^ain of a 

confumptlon fiom the mafs of ton upicti matter 
and ulcerated huinoins in our conflitution,-r^-*^ 
which he loped was not fo bad as it wasr ima- 
^ jied j^but he verily feared, (hat in fome vio- 
lent pnih, we Ihoiild go off, all at once, in a ftate- 
apcplejcy-*-^and then he would fay, The Lord 
have mercy upon us all. 

My father was never able to give the hiftory of 
this diftemper,~-— -without the remedy along 
trkh it. 

** Was I an abfolutc prince,*’ he would fe)V 
pulling up his breeches, with both his hands, as 
he rofe from his arm chair, I would appoint 
abk jMges, at every aveiuic of my metmpt)^ 
ijs^ who IhouJd take comiizance of ct^ry 
fooFs btifinefs who came there; and if, upOft 
^ affair and candid hearing, it appeared npt of 
‘^'♦^ght fufficidttt' to kavehi&owift h<»6e,'aitd 
“’'Cdttie up, J^ag and baggage, with hU wife and 
^ farmers fons, at his back- 

ftculd bo all fettt back from confta* 
• ‘‘ ble 
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Lie to conftable, like vagrjfits a*? th^y xvcrcj; 
“ to the place of their Ic^a! fettlcments. By 
** thi^ means, I fliall take Care, that my metro- 
polis tottered not'* through its own weight, — 
that the head be no longer too big for the ho- 
<« dj’ ,— that the cxticmes, nov/ wafted and 
“ pinned in, be leftoied to duir due fharc of 
^ nouriflimcnt, and regain, with ir, 4 :hcir nalui I 

** ftungth aftd beauty: would eiTeftuaily 

provide, That the meadows and corn fields 

** of my dominions, fliould laugh and fing ; 

that good chear and hofpitality flourifh once 
more; — and that fuch weight and influence be 
“ put thereby into the hands of the Jiquiiality 
of my kingdom, as fliould counterpoife wh*t 
I perceive my Nobility arc now taking from 
them. ^ ’ 

Why are there fo few palaces ahd gcntlc- 
** mens feats,*’ he would afk, with feme emo- 
tion, as he walked acrofe the room, through- 
" out fo many delicious provinces in France ? 

Whence is it that the few remaining chateaus 
“ amongft them are fo difmantlcd, — ^fo unfur- 
'*«nifhed, and in fo ruinous and defolate a con- 
** dition ? — Becaufe, Sir, (he would fay) in that 
** kingdom no m.m m^a any country intcreft to 
■** fupport ; — the little intereft of any kind, which 
** any man has any where in it, is concentrated 
in the court, and the looks of the Grand WEo- 
narch ; by the fun’^iine of whofc countenance, 
or the clouds which pafs acrofe it, every Ffcnrh- 
man lives or dies." * 
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throw 2L balance of^ower, too great -Sready/ into 
the we«ikir veflels of the gentry, in his own, or 
hioher ftatlonsj — which, with the many other 
uimpul ri;jhti> which that part of the conllitution 

was houily cftablifliing, would, in the end, 

p*-ove fatal to the monarchical fyTlem of dome* 
llick go\ernnif'nt eftablidicd ill the fii ft creation 
of thin^Ts by God. ^ 

In this pohit he was entiiely of Sir Robert Fil- 
mciS opinion, [hat the plans and inllitutions 
of t(ie grcatcll: nioiiarchh s in the eaftern paits of 
the world, were ongmally, all ftolcn from that 
adiniiable pitt<ia and prototype of this houihold 
and ]Mlernal powet which, for a cetltii y", he 
f'ld, and more, had piaduilly been degenerating 
away into a mixed ^oveinmentj — the foim oJ 
vhich, however defiiablc in greit combinations 
of the fpecK-), — was vc’^y troubleCime in fmall 
ones, — andftldom pioduced any thing, that he 
fav', but foriow an i tonfiiGon. 

Fui all thefe piivue and^ublick, put 

toocthei, MV 1 a her w is for having the maii- 

rndwife by aft m nis, — mv mother by no mean.s. 
My father begg d and intreate'd, fhe w^ould for 
once lecede from her preiooative in this matter, 
and fuiFer him to cliufe loi herj — my mother, 
on the contraiy, inftfted upon her privilege in this 
matter, to chu^'* foi hcrfcif, — and have no mor- 
tal’s hdp blit the oid woman’s. — ^What could 
my father do I He wa^. ab-'ioft at his wit’s end $ 
— ^talked ft over with hci in all moods; — ^placed 
his ar>ruments in ill lights ; — aigued the matter 
with her like a chnlli m, — hse a neat|ien,— 4 ikc a 

hufband, like a father, like a patriot, 

*~-like a nftn : morlier anfwered every 

tbfng only like a woman; which was a little 
. • Bard 
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kArd^upon licr ;-^for flte coiild not afiume dful 
fight it Out behind fuch a varrety of charafters, 

f^^ twas no fair nsatch ^'was ,feiren to 

one., — — ^What could my mother do?-— 
She had the advantage (other wife (he had boka 
certainly overpowered) of a fmall reinforcement 
of chagrin pcrfonal at the bottom, which bore 
ber up, and enabled her to difpute the affair with 

my father, with lo equal an advantage,- that 

both fidc3 fung Te Deum. In a word, my mo* 
ther was to have the old woman, “~—«ind the o- 
peratoT was to have licence to diink a bottle of 
wine with my father and my uni le Toby Shandy 
in the back pailour, — for which he was to be piid 
Cvb guineas. 

I muft beg leave, before I finifti this chapter, 
fo enter a ctveat in the bieaft of my fair reader; 

~ and it is this : Not to take it ab- 

iolw;tily lor gi anted, from an unguarded word or 
tuo which i have dropped in it,— — — Tint 
am a iUhrricd roan.” 1 own the ten- 

der appellation of my dear, dear Jenny,— » — 
v'lth fomc other ftrokes of conpigil knowledge, 
interfperfed here and there, might naturally 
enough, Ini c mifled the moft c«indid judge in the 

worlil into fqch a detcrmin.uion again ft me. 

AH I plead for in tbi cafe, Madam, is 
juftice, anil that you do fo much of< it, lo nUe 
as Wicll as to youifclf,— not to prejud^ 0T 
rj^ceivc fuch an impreffion of me, tiUyoMivfor^ 
ketter evidence^ than, pofitive,*at piisfiait 

«ati ba proctof^ a^auift me loikffi 

ke |b Vmi uttrea^abie,r MMaxn, to 

cherefote tfaiial:, that my deen^ 

wot|jhjkl>c^lfiattcri^ my obaxa£ker in 

.trr^ 
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treme, and givin| it aS air of freedom, which, 
perhaps, it has no kind of right to. All I con- 
tend for, is the ucter impofTibility for feme volumes, 
that you, or the mod penetrating fpirit upon 
eirth, fliould know how this matter really Hands. 
—It is not impoffible, but that my dear, dear 
Jenny ! tender as the appellation is, may be my 
child.— -Confider, — was born in tne year 

eighteen. Nor is there any thing unnatural 

or extravagant in the fpppofition, that my dear 

Jenny may be my friend, ^Friend My 

fricnd.-~^urcly. Madam, a fricndfhip between 
the two fexes may fubfift, and be fupported with- 
out— Fy ! Mr. Shandy without any 

thing, Madam, but that tender an ' delicious 
ientiment, which ever minces in friendfliip, whei • 
there is a diflerence of fex. Let me entreat yoit, 
to fludy the pure and fentimcntal parts of the bell 

French Romances; it will leally, Madam, 

aftoniih you to fee, with what a variety of cliaflc 
cxprelTioii this delicious -fentimeut, which I have 
the honour to fpeak of, is drcllcd out. 


CHAP. XIX. 

I Would Iboner undertake to explain the hard- 
eft problem in Geometry, than pretend to 
account for it, that a gentleman of my father’s 
great Igood knowdpjtofc the reader 

nmft nave obferved him, anef'^rious too, in 
philofophy,'— wife alfo in political fe^foning,— ^ 
and in polemical (as.be will 6nd) no way igno- 
could be capable of entertanmig a uo-* 
tiC^ in his Ifead, fo out of the cotumon track, 
I fear the reader, when I come to ineii« 
n* VoL. I. • H 4 tio* 
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tion it to him, if he is the |[eaft of a cholcfkfc 
temper, will imniediateJy throw the book byj 
if mercurial, he will laugh moft heartily at it f 
■ and if he is of a grave and fatiirnine caft, 
will, at firft fight, abfolutely condemn as fan- 
ciful and extravagant ; and that was in rcfpcft to 
the choice and ‘impofi tion of Chriftian namesi 
on which he thought a great deal more depended, 
than what fuperficial minds were capable of con- 
ceh ing. 

His opinion, in this matter, was. That there 
was a ftrange kind of magick bias, which good 
or bad names, as he called them, irrefiflibly im- 
prelTed upoh our charafters and conduft. 

The Hero of Cervantes argued not the point 

^ith moie ferioufnefs, nor had he more 

faith, " - or more to fay on the power of Ne- 

crommty in diflionouiing his deeds,—— —or on 
Du LCTNFA^s name, in lliedding liiftre upon 
them, than my father had on thofe of Trisme- 
GisTus or Archi^iedfs, on the one hand— 
or of Nyky and Simkin on the other. How 
many Caesars and Pompfys, he would fay, by. 
more infpiration of the names, have been render- 
ed worthy of them ? And how many, he would 
adi^ are there, who might have done exceeding 
wolf in the world, bad not their chamfiers and 
fpirits been totally deprefikd and Nicoi7EMUs’t> 
into nothing ? 

I fee ' platnflttSir, by your looks, (or as 
cafc.bappened^y father would fay, — —that you 
do jhot heartily fubftrfbe to this opinion of mine> 
to thofe, he Would add, who 
not carefully fifted it to the bottorn,— -41 
Osm has an air more of fancy than “of f^d rca- 

yet, my dear tfl 

4. * ' * may 
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may prrfume to kjpow your cliaia£lcr, I am mf>- 
rally aflUred, I Oiould Jiazard little in dating a 
cafe to you — not as a paity in tlic diipute, — I \ r 
as a judge, and ti idling iny ajvpc.il upon it to 
your own good fenfe and caiidid diloindiion i \ 

this matter: You are a pciion iiae fioni 

as many nariov/ prejudices of education as m ill 

men; and, if 1 may prof time to penetrate* 

fuitlier into )ou, — of a liberality genius above 
bearing dov^n an opinion, merely bccaufe it 

wants friends. Your fonj — your dear fon^- 

from wbofe fweet and open temper you have fo 

mueh to expect, your Billy, S.r,— 

would you for the woild have called him Ju- 
das ? ^\YouId you, my dear Sir, ne would 

fty, laying his hand upon your breaft, with tluf 
gcnteelcil addrefs, — and in that ibft and irrcfiftf- 
ble piano of voice, which the nature of the ai- 

gumentum ad homiiicm abfolutely requirts, 

Would you, Sir, if a Jew of a godfather had 
propofed the name of your child, and oiTered 
you his purfe along with it, would you have con- 
lented to fuch a defecration of him r — — -O 
my God .Uhe would fay, looking up, if I knpw 
yo^r temper right, Sir, — ^ — you are incapable of 
It 5-~— you would have trampled upon the offer 
-n y 9u would have thrown the temptation Hkt 
the tempter’s head with abhorrence. 

Your greatnefs of mind in this a£lid!n, which 
I admire, with that generous contempt of mo- 
iMSy which you fhew me in the whole tranfac- 

tion, is really noble p ■^•■and what renders it 

more fo, is the principle of it jr— ^thc workings 
of a parent’s love upon the truth and convi^lion 
of jthis very^ bypothefis, namely, That Was your 
foQ called JuuAS, — the fordid and trekcberou|i 
• II 2 idea. 
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* ulCc', fo infcpcirablc from the (name, would have 
..cconipanicd him through life like his fliadow, 
.Tud, in the end, made a mifer and a rafeal of him, 
jii Ipilc, Sir, of your t*\ unplc. 

I never know, a man able to anfvv^er thus argu- 
ment ^But, indeed, to fpeak of my father 

as he was*, he was certainly irrefillilde, both in 
Iris orations and difputatioiis ; he w'us bom an 

orator ; s.©ioJiJ<tx 7 otf. Perfuafion hung 

upon his lips, and the elements of Logick aiul 
Khetorick were fo blended up in bim,~— and, 
withal, he had fo flircwd a guefs at the weak- 
nefles and paffions of his refpondent,— that 

Nature might have flood up and faid, 

‘‘ This man is eloquenN*^ In fhoit, whether 
'lie was on the weak or the flrong fide of the 
oiiedion, ^twas hazardous in either cafe to attack 
him: — And yet, ’tis ftrange, he had never lead 
Cicero nor Quintilian de Oratore, nor liberates, 
nor Ariftotle, nor Longinus, amongft the an- 
cients •.—nor Voflius, nor Skioppius, nor 

Kamus, nor Farnaby, amongft the moderns ; 

and, what is more aftonifliing, he had never in 
his whole life the leaft light-or fpark fubtUty 
ftriipk into his mind, by one fingle le£lure upon 
Crackenrhorp or Burg’rlclicius, ot any Dutc^ lo- 
gician or commentator 5 — ^he knew not fo much 
aa in 'what, the difference of an argument ad ig- 
norantian^y and an argument ad bominem confill- 
ud j fo that 1 well remembcfy when he went up 
.Stlong with me to i Utev^ny twme at Jeftis College 
m was a matter of juft/ wonder with 

my woi^thy tutor, ay three fcllowi^ of 

l<jirned fofhty, ^that a man who knew not 
names of his tools, fhould be able 
jeo that faihion with ’enu 

' To 
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To work witi# them in the befc m.ir-'cr ]u 
could, vv.is vliAt my father was, liowe\er, per* 
pctn.illy forced upon ; — ^for he had a thoi.unt. 
lialc fceptical notions of tlie coiuick kind to de 
fcMid, mofl: of wliich notioru?, I verily be- 

lieve, at fii ft entered upon the footing of mere 
whims, and of a vive la bagalellc ; and as fiicJi, 
he Vv'ould mike merry wdth tlicni for half an 
hour or fo, and having ftiarpenecr his wit upon 
'em, dilmifs them, till another day. 

1 mention this, not only as matter of hypo- 
thefis or conjtdlure upon the progrefs and efta- 
hlidimcnt of my falhei's many odd opinions, but 
as a warning to the learned reader a ainft the 
indifcrect reception of fueh giiefts, who, after a 
free and undifturbed cntiance for fomc ycar^., 
into our brains, at length ckiim a kind of fcitle- 

ment there, ^wwking fometimes like )eafti 

but more generally after the manner of the 

gentle paflion, beginning in jell,— —but ending 
in downright earnell. 

Whether this was the cafe of the fingularity 
of my fatfaerks notions, or that his judgment, ac 
length, became the dupe of his trit > or bow 
far, in many of his notions, he might, though 
odd, be abfolutely right the reader, as 
be comes at them, (hall decide. All that 1 
maintain here, is, that in this one, of the in<^ 
fluence of Chriftian names, however it gained 
footing, he was ferious ; — — — he was all uni- 
formity ; — he was fyftematical, and, like all 

fyftematiek reafoners, he would AioVc both hea- 
ven and earth, and twift and torture y thing 
in nature tc^fupport his hypdthefis; In a word, 
1 repeat it over again,— he was feigoos 
and, in confe^uence of it, he would lofe all 
H 3 kind 
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^ iikI of patience Avluncvcr lie tfaw people, efj'c- 
of coiidition, who fbouM have Known 
1) Mcr,— — Pc» rao'^efs .»nd as iinli^erent aVuit 
r"j n.iMe th y impoful up n their clvii, rr more 
fo, than ill the^ choice of Tonto oi Cupid for 
t^icir puppy doT, 

lu* would fay, looked ill and 
had, moreover, this particular aggravation in 
U, v/z» 'riiflt when once a vile name wait 
wiongfully or iniud*tioiil]\ given, *twas not like 
the cafe of a man’s tharacflcr, w»hich, when 
tvronged, might hereafter be cleared ' — and, 
podlbly, fome time or other, if not in the man’s 
life, at kalt after his death, be, fomchow or 
other, fet to righ^^s with the world : But the in- 
jury of this, he would fiy, could never be nn- 
<!one ; — nay, he doubted even whether an acK of 

{.irliamcnt could reach it: He knew as well 

. s you, that the legtflature alfumed a powder over 
fnruanies ;-~-but for veiy Urong reafons, which 
he could give, it had never yet adveiuured, he 
would fay, to go a Itep further. 

It was obfenabtc, that though my father, in 
confecpienctof this opinion, had, as I have teld 
yot^ the (Irongeft likings and difirkings towards 
certain names 5 — that here were ftiJl numbers of 
Hatties which bung fo equally in the bitJance be* 
fore hiin> that they were abfolutely indi^ofens 
tohiin,~Jaick, l>ick> and Tom were of this clafs: 
Thcfe my father callgd neutral names ; — -affiim* 
them^ witlout a fatyr. That there had 
Ih^en as many kuaves and fools^ at leaft, as wife 
an^i'gpod'itieOf (ince^ the world beg9n> ^bo had 
in^m^ently bom them . 'fo th^f, like equtd 
^lorcei^ ttftilig , again ft each othci in contrary di- 

he thought they mutually deftioyed each. 
< ' othecs^ 
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Others cflcfls ; fci| which reafon, he irouKI often 
declaic, tie would not give a chcrry-iioiie in 
chulc amongft them. Bob, which was my bro- 
ther’s njin^e, waj another of thefe neutral kiiui; 
of Chriftian names, which operated >ciy little 
cither w^ay j and as my father happened to be 
at Epfom, when it was gi\cu him, he would olt- 
tinicb thanje heaven it was no wcrle. Andiew 
was fomtthing like a negative qu'^ntity in Alge- 
bra with hmi ; — ’twas worfe, he faid, than no- 
thing. — ^William flood pretty high Numps a- 
gain was low with him — and Nick, he fnidj was 
the Devil. 

But, of all the names in the univeifr. he had 
the moft unconquerable avcrfion for Tristk \m > 
— he had the low eft. and molt contemptible opi- 
nion of it of any thing in the w^orJd, thinking It 
could pofElly produce nothing in rcrum natura, 
but what was exticmely mean and pitiful : So 
that in the midfl of a difpute on the fubjc£l, in 
W'hich, by the by, he was frequently involved* 
— he would fometimes break oft in a fudden and 
fpiiited Efiphonema, or lather Erotesjs,. 
raifed a third, and fometimes a full fifth, al)pve 
the key of tbf difeourfe, — ——and ctemand it' 
categorically of his antagonift* W hethei he would 
take upon nim to fay, he had ever remembered, 
—whether he had ever read,— or even whttlier 
be had ever heard tell of a man, call’d Triflram, 
performing any thing great or worth recording 2 
T— No, — — b e would fay,— T risteam 
T he thing is impofiible. 

^hat could be wanting in my father but 
have wrotv a book to publifh this notion of bis 
to the woricf ? I iitle boots it to the fubtle fpecu^ 
hixift to ftnnd tingle in his opinioAi^«— — \in* 

" * lefe 
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lefs he gives them proper \ii\t -It was the 
identic il thing which my father did ; — for in the 
ycai fixteen, vvhich was two years bcfoie I was 
Dorn, he was at the pains of wiitnig an e^prefs 
Djsserta rio;^ (imply upon the void Triiham, 
— fliewing the svorld, with great cindoiir and 
modefty, th% grounds of his great abhorrence to 
the name. 

When this' ftory is compared with the title- 

page, ^Will not the gentle reader pity my 

father from his foul ? to fee an orderly and 

wtll-difpofed gentleman, who, tho’ fingular, 

}et inoffenfive in his notions, — fo placed upon 

in them by crofs purpolcs ; to look down 

jipon the ftftge, and fee him baffled and ovei- 
thrown in all his little fyllems and ifhes j — ^to 
behold a train of events perpetually falling out 
agaiiift iiim, and in fo critical and cruel a way, 
as if they had purpofcdly been planned and point- 
ed out againft him, merely to infult his fp<icu- 

latioiis. ^In a word, to behold fuch a 

one, in his old age, ill-fitted for troubles, ten 
times in a day fuffering forrow ; — ^ten times in a 
day calling the child of his prayers Tristram I 
— iH-Melancholy difiyllable of found ! whicb, 
to his ears, was umfo»« tp Nicompoop, and every 
name vituperative under heaven.— -By "his 
aQies f I (wear it, — if ever malignant fpirit took 
pleafure,^ 6r bufied itfclf in Ttraverfing the purpO- 
fes of ipiortal muft have been here 

neceflary I (hould be born be** 
was chriflieiied, I would this moment givii 
duywder an account of it. 


C H A 
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CHAP. XX. 


How could you. Madam, be fo 

inattentive in reading tbe taft chapter ? I told 
you in it, That my mother was not a papirt. — 
Papin ! You told me no fuch thing. Sir, Ma- 
dami I beg leave to repeat it over again, l»,at 
I told you as plain, at leaft, as words, by di- 
rect iiiferente, could tell you fuch a ihiiigi— *— 
Then, Sir, I niuft have milTed a page.~No, 

Madam, — you have not miffed a — 

Ihen, I was afleep. Sir.--— JMy pfide, Ma* 
dam, cannot allow vou that refug^~ '1 hen, 
I declare, I know nctning at all about the mat* 
ter. -— ^ - That, Madam, is the very fault I lay 
to your charge; and as ^ punifhment for it, 1 
do infift upon it, mat you immediately turn 
b< ckf that bi, as loon as you get the next full 
► Hop, and r^d the whole chapter over again, 
f have impofed this penance upon the lady, 
neither out of wantonnefs or cruelty, hut from 
the of mptivjss; and therefore lhall make 
hoy apology fpr it when flbe returns back*— 

, to jebuke a vicious tafte which has ctept 

t^ti/ands befides hetfelf, of reading 

-forwards, more in <jucft of the adven- 
tbj^n of the deep erudition and knowledge 
which book of caft, if read over a6 it 
fcould he, would infallibly impaxt with ihem. 

' » ' w, .>. T hc mind ihould be accuffom^il to 
make wife refleClions, and draw'‘tnuou^^ conclu- 
fions as it goes along ; the habitude *^of 
wade Pjiny^the younger affirm, Jl hat he ne- 
vjMr* read a book fo bad, but he drew feme pro- 
• ‘fit 
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fit from it.” The ftories of preece and Rome, 
run over without this turn dnd application,—^ 
do lefs fervice, I affirm it, than the hiftory of 
Parifmus and Parifnienus, or of the feven Cham- 
pions of England, lead with it* 

— Rtit hcie comes my fair Lady. 

Have you read over again the chapter, Madam> 
as I defired you ? — You have : And did you nut 
obferve the paflage, upon the fecoiul leadmg, 
which admits the inference ?—— Not a word 
like ^c? Then, Madam, be pleafed to ponder 
well the laft line but one of the chapter, where 
1 take upon me to fay, It was neceffary li 
lliould be bom before t was chrifieded.” Had 
my mother. Madam, been a Papifi, that confor 
•guence did not follow. * 

It 

" V 

* The Romifh Riiuals direft the bapti/mg of the 
child in cafes of danger, before it is born butf 

upon this provifo, That feme part or other of the 

child's body be leen by the bapiizer But the 

Doctors of the Soi bonne, by a deliberation held 
amongfi them, April to, enlar^d 

the powers of tbemM^vas, by deterimning.^TTtat; 
tho^jao part of the chiM^body fhould appear,-*.—- 
tb^ baptifin. fhail^ nevei thelefs, be adilE>intderjei.li(6 
it by inji^liont— par le moyen d'une petite canullcii 
Anglice, a fquirt.— -Tie very ftrangc, that St. 
Thomas Aquinas,^ wh<\ had'fp good a mechanical 
licad, both for tyh.g and untying the knots of 
iehfvQ^ divinity, — mould, after ib mueh pdns be. 
lEbWied upon this,— mve up the pornt ar lad, a 
La ehofe impoulble ;— •< Infantes in mater** 
nis uteris cxidentes (quorh St. ThonKas) baptiiaart 
poiTunt nullo modo.”— O Thomas ! Thomas 1 ^ 

if 
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It is a terrible nlidforturte for this fame book of 
minCy but more fo to the Republick of Letteis^ 
— — fo that my own is quite fwallowed up in 

the confiderationof it, ^that this felf-fame vile 

pfuiiency for fiefh adventures iq aM things, has 
got fo ftrongly into our habit and humours, — 
and fo wholly intent are we upon fatisfying the 
impatience 01 our concupifcence that way, that 
nothing but the grofs and more tfarnal parts of 
a compofition will go down The fubtle 

hints and fly communication of fcience i|y oiF, 
like fpirits upwards — the heavy moral 

elcapcs downw'ards ; and both the one and the 
other arc as much loll to the world, as f they 
were Hill left in the bottom of the ink-hprn, 

I wilh the male-leader has not pafled by ma- 
ny a one, as quaint and curious as this one, in 
which the female-reader has been dtteflcd. I 
wifh it may have its effefls 5 — «nd that all good 
people, both male and female, from her exam- 
ple, may be taught to think as well as lead. 


If the reader has the curioficy to fee the queftibn 
upon baptifm, by injection, as prefented to the Doc- 
tors of the ^rbonne, svith their, ronfultation 

thereupon, it is as follows. 


MkMOiRSI 
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Memoire prefcnte k Meffieurs Ics Dodctirs dfe 

SOREONNL. ^ 

U N Chirurgicn Accoucheur, rcprcfento 

Mefficurs Ics Dofteurs de Sorbonne, qu^il 
y a dccas, quoique ties fares, oii une mere m 
fi^auroit accoucher, & memc oil V enfant eft teU 
lenient renf-^rme dans le fein de fa mere, qu’il njs 
fait par6itre aucune partie de fon corps, ce qui 
feroit un cas, fuivant les Rituels, de lui confe- 
rer, du moins fous condition, le bapteme. Le 
Chiiuigien, qui conlultc, pretend par le moycn 
«d’une petite tinullc, de pouvoir baptifer immedi- 
atement T enfant, fans faiie aucim tort ^ la mere 

- ■II demand fi cc moyen, qidil vient de 

propofer, eft permis $c l%itime, et sM peut 8*cn 
fenir dans le cas qu’il vient d' expofer, 

R E P O N S E. 

L e Confeil eftime, que la queftion profxifce 
fouffje de grandes difficultes. Les Tbco*p 
logicns pofent d’un cote pour principe, que le 
bapteme, qu*i eft une naiflance fpirituelle, fuppo- 
fe line premiere naiflance ; il faut etre ne dans le 
monde, pour renaitrc en Jefus Chrift comme ils 
renfeignent, S. Thomas, 3 part* quseft. M* 
artic- iih fuit cette doflrine comme une veriie 
conftante ; Eon ne peut, dit ce, S. Dof^eur, 
baptifer les enfans qui font renfermes dans le lein 
de leurs meres, et S. Thomas eft; fonde fur ce, 
que les enfans ne font point nes, & ne peuvent 
tut comptes parmi les auties hommes ; d’o6 il 

conclude 
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conclud) qu’ils nrf peuvent fetre 1' objet d’une 
st^ioo en^iepre> re^vpir p|r leur mini- 
fiere le^ iacremens neceflairps au Isdut : Pueri in 
maternis uteris exiftentes nondum prodieruntin lu- 
cem, ut cum aliis bominibus vitaqi ducant^ unde 
non poSkot fubjioi a£lt<^i faumanjEi nt per eorutp 
mmtfterium fiH:r)n»etit» Heqpiant ad 
ritueb ordoiinent dans ia pratique cc i^ueleBth^ 
logi«9a$ ont etabli fur les memes'plm^e^, & tls 
defendant tous d’ uqe maniere ubifpnne de.Vapf 
tHer les enfans qui (bnt renfermM dana le fidaidf 
leura meresi s’lls ne font paroitte qu^lq^e partie 
de leurs corps. Le concours des theo^iens* 
des rituels) qui foot les fcj^les dw pa** 

rdlt former une autqidte qui t(mine<lik<>u^ioii^ 
pmibnte} cependant le Confeil de cqnfcience cm/ 
fideraiit d’ un c6te» que le raffonacment dtea th& 
ologicin^ eft oniquement fonde fur une narfon de 
convenancey & que la defenfe dee rituelsy fuppo- 
fe qiK! 1* on ne peut baptifer immediatement les 
enfans ainli renfeimes dans le fein de leurs 
meres, ce qui eft centre la foppolition prefente; Sc 
d' un autre c6te, conUderant que les m^cs the- 
^Qig^a cn^t^piientt que V 9a peut rifquei i«a 
faeretnetiff ^ue Jefus Cbrift a etwlis commq, d^ 
dkojtppSvIiCws, mais necfflSttPW pour fan£^^ 
& d’ aijleurs fij^fmant, que Injtn- 
fona^tnformes dans le iein de lews ppur- 

ndent Stce caiaUes A^^ut psi^fia qn’‘iU'ft^ cst' 

idtm, Sc ent^gaid a 4 P npof^aqnant iMfuelpn 
*aM#» «»yen^«e|^ dq. b^uer 

«(a eilfans ainli rppfonaaes, 

)t,|a mere, le Confial emm9.4)ue F M 

foe^du m^yen pi»poi!e|. dma 
. Wat- L I ; . "f. il 
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il a, que Dieu n^a point laifSe ocs fortes d* en- 
fans fans aucuns fecoiirS) & fuppafant, comme 
il eft expofe, que le moyen dont il agit eft pro- 
pre i. leur procurer le bapt^me ^ cependant 
comme il s’ agiroit) en autorifant la pratique pro- 
pofee, de changer une regie univerfellement eta- 
blie, le Confeil croit que celui qui confulte doit 
»’ addreffer a fon cheque, & a qui il appartientde 
juger de 1’ iftilite, & du danger du moyen pro- 
pole^ & comme, fous le bo^ plaifir de 1’ eveemej 
le Confeil eftime qu’il faut droit recourir au ra- 
pe, qui ale droit d’ expliqucrles regies dc 1’ eglife, 
ct d’y deroger dans le cas, ou la loi ne f 9 auroit 
obliger, quel^ue fage & quelque utile que pa- 
roifle la maniere de baptifer dont il s’ agit, le Con- 
* fcil ne pourroit 1’ approuver fans le concoufejf'dc 
ces deux autorites. On confeile au moins a ce- 
lui qui confultc, dc s’addrefler a fon eveque, & 
de lui faire part de la prefente decifion, afin que, 
ii le prelat entre dans les raifons fur lefquellcs 
les do£lcurs fouflignes s’ appuyent, il puifle etre 
autorife daUxS le cas de neceflite, ou il rifqueroit 
trop d’ attendre que la permilEon fut demandec 
if accordee d’ employer le moyen qu’41 prupofe 
(i avantageux au falut de 1’ enfant* ^ Au refte^ le 
Confeil, en efthnant que 1’ on pourroit s’ en fer- 
irir, .croit cependant, quo li les enfana dont il s’. 9 - 
git, venoient au mOiide, centre 1’ efperauce de 
ceuk cpi fe (eroient ihrxis du mime mo^ren, U (e- 
voft baptifer fou^ condition, 

cela k Confeil tt tou^h^s rituelsji 

en autoeifant le^^pteme un ciifiint qtft fait «pa- 
rolbtm quelque^ jj^de de fon« corps, efi}aig]i^ 
iBc^rdannent de ie baptifer eon- 
'' ' ‘ dksooi 
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tlition, s’il virnt hAireufement au monde. Deli- 
berc en borbonne, Ic lo Avril, 1773. 

A. Le Moyne, 

L. Dn Romigny, 

De M^rciley. 

Mr. Shandy's* complimehts jp MefTrs. 

Le Moyne, De llomigiiy^ancl l^e MjrciTly, hopes 
they all r^fK*d avciI the night after.fo tirefome a 

confultation. lie begs to know, whether, 

after the cuunn-ny of marriage, and before that 
of conluminatn'ii, ilic baptizing all the Ho MUN- 
cuLi at once, flap-dafh, by^injeflion, would not 
be a {horter and K*fer cut ft 1 11 j on condition, as 
above, That if the Hoi^tunculI do^wtll and 
come fafe into tlie world after this, tb t each- 
and cvciy of them fliall be baptized again (foiwt 
condition.) — And provided, in the fccond place, 
That the thing can be done, which Mr. Shandy 
apprehends it may, par le moycn d' une petite 
canulle, and, fans faiie aucun tort a la mcrow 

C H A P. XXL 

— I wonder what's all that noife, s\^id 
running backwards and forwards for, above 
ftairs, quoth my father, addreiTing himfelf, af- 
ter an hour and a half’s filence, to my uncle 
Toby,— —who, you muft kndw, was fitting on 
the oppofite fide of the fire, (hkoking his focial 
pipe all the time in txiuttc^conteodplation of anew 
{lair of black pluih-breeches which had got 
on What can they be doing brother ? quoth 
my father, — ^we can ^rce hear ouifelves talker 

I think, replied my uncle Toby, ‘taking his 
pipe from hfs mouth, atid ftriking the head of it 
pVQ or three times upon the nail of his left 
, * I 2 thumb. 
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thumb, as he began his fen ten cc, 1 think, 

Iavs he — —But to enter rightly into my uncle 
'loby^s fentiments upon this matter, you muft be 
made to enter firft a little into hK rh*ir*»6ter, the 
t»ut-Hnes of which I fliall juft give you, and then 
the dialogue between him and my fathei, will 
go on as well again. 

Pray what was tint nun’s n ’me, — fori 

write in fiich a hurry, I h.ne no time to lecol- 
Jed: or look for it,— who fti‘* ri.ule the obfer- 
■uition, That there was girn ioLoiiftancy in 
our air and climate?” Who,\or he was, ’twas 

a juft and good obfervation in him ^But 

the corollary drawn from it, namely, That 
it is this which has furniihed us with fuch a va- 
liety of odd and whimfical charaders • 
that was not his ; it was found out by ano- 

ther man, at lenft a century atid a half after 
liim : — ^Thcn again, — that this copious ftore- 
houfe of original materials, is the true and na- 
tural caufe that our oomedies are fo much better 
than thofc of France, or any other that either 
liavc, or can be wrote upon the continent, — — 
thf t difeovery was not fully made till about the 
middle of king William^s reign,— when the great 
Drydcn, in w'jiting one of his long prefaces, (if 
1 miftake not) moft fortunately hit upon it. In- 
deed towards the latter, of queen Ann, the 
great Addifon began to patronize the notion, and 
more fully explained it to the world in one or 

two of his Spedators } ^but the difeovery was 

not his. — 'Thenj fourthly and Jaftly, th^t 

this ftrauge irregularity in our climate, produ- 
(ing fo ftrange an irregularity in our charaders, 
•^oth thereby, in feme Tort, make us amends, 
hj giving us fomewhat to make us merry with 

when 
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•when the will not fulFer us to go out of 

doors, — ^that obfervation is my own ; and was 
<lruck out by me this very rainy day, March 26, 
1759, and oetwixt the hours of nine and ten in 
the morning. 

Thus,— thus my fellow labourers and aflbti- 
ates in this great narveft of our learning now 11- 
pening before our eyes ; thus it is, by flow fteps 
of caiual increafe, that our knowledge, phyli- 
eal, metaphylicil, phyfiological, polemical, nau- 
tical, mathein.itical, enigmatical, technical, bi- 
ographical, roimntical, chemical, and obftetri- 
cal, with fifty other branches of it, (moll of 
*em ending, as thefc do, in ical) have ior thefe 
two laft centuries and more, gradually be n creep- 
ing upwards towards that of t»jeir peijt 
feftions, from which, if wc may form a copjc;c- 
ture from the advances of thefe laft feven years, 
wc cannot polTibly be far off. 

When that happens, it is to be hoped, it will 
put an end to all kind of writings w^hatfoever j 
— the want of all kind of writing will put an 
<nd to all kind of reading ^ — and that in time, 

As war begets poverty, poverty peace, muft, 

in courfe, put an end to all kind of knowledge, 
—and then — w e lhall have all to begin over 
again ; or, in other words, be exaflly where we 
ftarted. 

-1^—— Happy ! thrice happy times f I only 
wifh that the sera of my begetting, as 'well as the 
mode and manner of it, had bedti a little altered, 
or that it could have been put off hrith any conve- 
nience to my father or mother, for fomrtwenty or 
iive and twenty years longer, when a man in the 
literary world might have flood tome chaftcev— 

But 1 forget iiiy unde Toby, whom all this 
I 3 * while 
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■uhiJe we have left knocking t;^e aPjcs out of hhs 
tobacco pipe. 

llis humour was of that particular fpecies, 
which does honour to our atniofnheic; and I 
flioiild h.n'e made no fcruplc ot ; »nkiiig him a* 
inongft one of- the firft-rate produdluius of it, 
had not there appeared too many ftrong lines in 
it of a family-likenefs, which fhewed that he de- 
rived the Angularity of his temper more front 
hlood, than either wind or water, or anj modi- 
licjtions or combinations of them whatever : 
And' I have, therefore, oft times wondered, that 
my father, tho’ I believe he had hfs reafons for 
it, upon his obferving fome tokens of excentri- 
rity ill my courfe when I was a boy,— Ihould 
never once endeavour to account lor them in 
this, way 5 for all the Shandy F'amily were of 
an original charafter throughout mean 
the males, — the females had no charaAcr at all,~ 
except, indeed, my great aunt Dinah, who, 
about fixty years ago, was married and got with 
child by the coachman, for w^hich my father, ac- 
cording to his hypotheAs of Chriftian names^ 
would often fay, She might thank her godfathers 
and godmothers. 

It will feem very ftrange,— and I would as 
foon think of dropping a riddle in the reader’s 
way, which is not my intereft to do, as fet him 
tipoR gtieffing how it woidd come to pafs, that 
an event of mis kind, fo many years after it had, 
happened^ fhould be referved for the interruptiv 
on of the peace and unity, which otberwife fa 
cordially fubfifted, between my fhtber and my 
un^le Toby* One would have thought, that the 
wi{ioIe force of the misforfune fliould have fpent 
oad wafted itfelf in the family at iirft, — as is ge- 
nerally 
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ncrally ihe cafe if— But nothing ever wrought 
with our family after the ordinary way. Poilibly 
at the very time this happened, it might have 
fomething elfe to afiiidl it ; and as afflidtions arc 
fent down for our good, and that as this had 
never done the Shandy Family any good at 
all, it might ly. waiting till apt times and circum- 
Itances Ihould give it an opportunity to difeharge 
its office.— -Obferve, 1 determinf nothing up- 
on this.* — My way is ev cr to point out to the 
curious, different tradls of inveftigation, to come 
at the firft Springs of the events 1 tell ; — not with 
a pedantic fefeue,— or in the dccifive manner of 
Tacitus, who outwits himfelf and his leader;— 
but with the officious humility of a hear* devoted 
to the affiftance merely of the inquii.dve; — to# 
them I wTite, — and by them I ihaJl be fead,-T- 
if any fuch reading as this could be fuppofed to 
hold out fo long, — to the very end of the world. 

Why this caufc of forrow, therefore, was thus 
feferved for my father and uncle, is undetermin- 
ed by me. ^Biu how and in what dircdlion it 
eatened itfelf, fo as to become the caufe of diffa- 
tisfa£lion between them, after it began to ope- 
rate, is what 1 am able to explain with great ex- 
adtnefs, and is as follows : 

My uncle Toby iShandy, Madam, was a 
gentleman, who with the virtues which ufually 
conditute the character of a man of honour and 
rectitude, pofTefied one in a very eminent de- 
gree, which is feldom or never put into the ca- 
talogue ; and that was a moil: extreme anff un- 
parellelled modefty of nature }— tho^ 1 corre£l 
the word nature, for this reafon, that L may not 

E rejudge a point which nmft ihortly come to a 
earing ; and that is, whether this modclty of 
• his 
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his was natural or acquired.-— f— Which ever way 
tny uncle Toby came by it, ’twas neverthelels 
inodefly in the trueit fenfe of it ; arid that is. 
Madam, not in regard to words, for hfe 'Vas fo 
unhappy as to have very little choice in them,*— 
but to things;^— and this kind of n.odefty fo 
poflefled him, and it arofe to fuch a height ift 
him, as almolt to equal, if fuch a thing could 
be, even the. modefty of a woman : That female 
nicety, Madam, and.inward clcanlinefs of mind 
and fancy, in your fex, which makes you fo 
much the awe of ours. 

You will imagine, Madam, that my uncle 
Toby had coutra^ed all this from this very fouice ; 
— that he had fpent a great part of his time in 
' converfc with your fex 5 and that from a tho« 
rough knowledge of you, and the force of imi- 
tation which fuch fair examples render irrefift- 

able, he had acquired this amiable turn of 

mind. 

1 wilh I could fay fo, — for unlefs it was with 
his fifter-in-law, my fathei^s wife ami my mo- 
ther,— my uncle Toby fcarce exchanged three 
words with the fex in as many years 5 — ^no, he 
got it, Madam, by a blow. — A blow 1 — Yes, 
Madam, it was pwing to a blow from a llohe, 
bioke off by a ball from the parapet 6f a horti- 
work at the fiege of Nairfur, which ilruck full 

upon my uncle Toby% ||roin. ^Which way 

could tjbat effeft itP^Thc ftory of that, Ma- 
, Aim, is long and intcrplKttg ; — but it would be 
running my hiftq^ all upon heaps to givc*rt 
you here. — ^^Fis for bn cpifoefe hereafter 5 and 
overy circumftanc^ relating to it in its proper 
place, fhall be faithfully laid befoue you Till 
then^ it is not in my power to give further light 

* into 
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into this matter^ or fay more than 'what I ha^e 
faid already, — ^Tliat ‘my uncle Toby was a gen-^ 
tleman of unparallellcd motlefty, w^hich happen- 
ing to be fomewhat fubtiHzed and rarified by the 
conflatit beat of a little family.pride,— — they 
both fo wrought together within him, that he 
could ne\er bear to hear the affair of my aunt 
Dinah touched upo’^, but with the greateft 

emotion. The Icaff hint of it '^as enough to 

make the blood fly into his face j — ^but when my 
father crilngf*d upon the ftoiy in mixed compa- 
nies, which the illuftration of his hypothtlis 
frequently obliged him to do, — the untonunatc 
blight of one of the faireft bian6h^ Of the fa- 
mily, would fet my uncle Toby's 'honour and 
modefty a-bleeding, and be would often take my' 
father afide, in the greateft concern imaginablfi, 
to C-vpoftulate and tell him, he would give him 
any thing in the world only to let the ftory reft. 

My father, I believe, had tic trueft love and 
lenderncfs for my uncle Toby, that ever one bro- 
ther bore towards another, and would have done 
any thing in nature, which one brother in rea- 
fon could have defired of another, to have made 
my uncle Toby's heart caly in this or any otner 
point. But this lay out of his power. 

—My father, as I told you, was a philo- 
fopher in grain, — fpcciilative,~fyftematical ; — 
and my aunt Dinah’s affair was a matter of as 
much confequcncc to him, as the rctrogiadation 
of the planets to Copernicus ;-^The backflidings 
of Venus in her orbit fortified the Copcrnican fyf- 
tem, called fo after bis name $ and the back- 
flidings of ipy aunt Dinah in her orbit, did the 
&mc fervicc in cftabhiling my father's fjftem, 

which, 
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which ^ I truft, will for ever Hereafter be called 
the Shandean Syflem, after his. 

In any other family diihonour, my father, I 
believe, had as nice a fenfe cJ fliamc as any 
man whatever;; — and neither he, nor, I dare 
fay, Copernicus, would have di\ ulgcd tiie afl'air 
in either cafe, or have taken the Icafl notice of 
it to the world, but for the obligations tliey owed, 

as they thought, to truth. Aniieus Plato j 

my father would fay, conilruing the words to 
my uncle Toby, as he went along, Amicus Pla- 
to i that is, Dinah was my aunt ; — fed magis 
arnica veritas— but Truth is my fifler. 

This contrariety of humours betwixt my fa- 
ther and my uncle, was the fonree of many a 
'"fraternal fquabblc. The one could not bear to 
htar the tale of family difgrace recorded, — and 
the other would fcarce ever let a day pafs to an 
end without fome hint at it. 

For God’s fake, my uncle Toby w'ould cry, 
—and for my fake, and for all our fakes, my 
dear brother Shandy,— do let this ftory of our 
aont’a and her alhes fleep in peace now can 
you, — ^how can you* have fo little feeling -and 
compalTion fpr the chara^ier of our family ?— 
What is the charafter of a family to an hypo- 
thefis? my father would tiPply*— Nay, if you 

come to that — what is Pie life of a family ? 

The life of a family!— my uncle Toby would 
fay, throwing hirofelf back in his arm-chair and 
lifting up his hands, his eyes, and one leg. — — 
the life,— ^my fathc^g would fay, maintaining* 
point. How maiy, thoufands of them arc 
^,^^re every year that comes, cafl: away (in all 
civilized countries at leaft)— and conlidered as 
nothing but common air, in competition of an 

hypothefis. 
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hypothefis. In my plain fenft of things, my 
uncle Toby' would anfM^er,— every fuch inflance 
is downright Murder, kt who will commit it. 
— rTbere lies your miftake, niy father would re- 
ply 5 — for,' in foro Sdientiie there.is no fuch thing 
as Murder, — ’tis only Death, brother. 

My uncle Toliy would never offer to anfwer 
this by any other kind of argument, than that 
of whiftling half a dozen bars of* Lillabullero. 

-You muft know it was the ufual channel 

through which his paflions got vent, when any 
thing fhocked or furprized him j — but efpecially 
when any thing, which he deemed very abfurd, 
was offer’d. ^ , 

As not one of our logical writers, rt r any of, 
the commentators upon them, that I remembef, 
have thought proper to give a name to this parti- 
cular fpccies of argument, — here take the li- 
berty to do it inyfelf, for two rcafons. Fir ft, 
That, in order to prevent all confufion in dif- 
putes, it may ftand as much diftinguiflied for 
ever, from every other fpccies of argument, — as 
the Argumentum ad Verecundiani, ex Abfurdo, 
ex Fortiori, or any other argument whatfoeveri 
— And, fecondly. That it may be faid by my 
children’s children, when my head is laid to 
reft, — that their learned grandfather^s head ha^ 
been bufied to as much purpofe once, as oth^ 
.people’s: — ^^Fhat be had invented* a name,f— and 
generoufly thrown it into the Treasury of the 
Ars Logica, for one of the moil uhanfwerable 
^Rrguments in the w^hdlc* fcicnce. And, if tlic 
end of difputation is more to^ filehrce than coni- 
vince, — they, may add, if they pl^fe, to brie of 
the beft arguments^ too. 

I do therefor<^ by thefc prefents, ftriftly order 
' and 
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and command, Tliat it be known and diftinguifbr- 
cd by the name and title of the Argumentum Fi* 
ftulatorium, and no other ; — ^and that it rank here-, 
after with the Argumentum Baculinum, and the 
Argumentum ad Crumcnam, and for ever here- 
after be treated of in the fame chapter. 

As for the Argumentum Tripodium, which is 
never ufed but by the woman "againft the man; 
— and the Alf'gumentum ad Rem, which, contra- 
riwife, is made ufe of by the man only againfl: 
the woman As thefe two arc enough in con- 
fcience for one ledlure ; — and, moreover, as the 
one is the beft anfwer to the other, — ^let them 
like wife be kept apart, and be treated of in a 
place by themfelvcs. , 


c II A p. xxn. 

T H E learned Bifhop Hall, I mean the fa- 
mous Dr. Jofeph Hall, who was Bilhop 
of Exeter in King James the firfl’s reign, tells us 
in one of his Decades, at the end of his divine 
att of meditation, imprinted at London, in the 
year i 6 lo, by John Ikal, dwelling in Alderf- 
gate-ftreet, That it is an abominable thing for 
a man to commcild himfidf — and I really think 
is fa. , ^ ' 

And yet, bn the other haiuiv when a tMilg; is 
executed in a mafterly kind of a faihiony- which 
thing is not likely to Idc found out 5 -—I think it 
is full as abominable, that a man thould lole the 
hbnour of it, and go out of the world with the 
conceit of i^s rotting in hte head. . 

This is precifely my fituation. • 

For in this long digreffion which I was v&ci* 

dentally 
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den tally led into, sis in all my digreffions (one 
only excepted) there is..a niaftcr-flroke of digref- 
iive Ikill, the merit of which has all along, I fear, 
been overlooked by my reader, — not for want of 
penetration in him, but becaufe ’tis an excellenpe 
feldom looked for, or expefted indeed, in a di- 
greflion ; — and it is this That thq* my digref- 
fions are all fair, as you obferve, — and that I fly 
off from what I am about, as far and as often too 
as any writer in Great-Britain j yet I conftantly 
take care to order affairs fo, that my main bufi- 
nefs does not ftand ftill in my abfencc. 

I was juft going, for example, to have given 
you the great oiit-rlines of my uncle Toby’s moll 
whimfical charafter j — when my aunt Dinah and 
the coachman came acrofs us, and led us a vaga- 
ry Ibmc millions of miles into the very heart of 
tne planetary fyftem : Notwithftanding all this, 
you perceive, that the drawing of my uncle To- 
by’s cliaratter went on gently all the time ; — not 
the great epntours of it, — that was impoflible, — 
but fome familiar ftrokes and faint defignations 
of it, were here and there touch’d in, as we* went 
along, fo that you are much better acquaintt^d 
with my uncle Toby now than you was before. 

By this contrivance, the machinery of my work 
is or a fpccies by itfelf ; two contrary motions arc 
introduced into it, and reconciled, which w’erc 
thpqght to be at variance with each other. In a 
word, my work is digreffive, and it is progrqflive 
too,— and at the fame time. 

This, Sir, is a very different ftory from that of 
the earth’s moving round her axis, in her diurnal 
rotation, with her progrefs in her elliptick orbit,, 
which brings ibout the year, and conftitutes that 
variety and viciffuude of feafons we enjoy; — 
VoL. L K thougk 
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though 1 own it fuggeftcd tlie thought, as 1 

believe the greateft of oilr boafled improvements 
and difeoveries have come from fomc fuch tri- 
iling hints. 

Digrcflions, * inconteftably, are the funfliine, 

they are the life, the foill of reading ; 

take them out of this book for inftance, you 

might as well take the book along with them ; — 
One cold etehial winter w^ould reign in every page 

of it 5 rcllore them to the writer ; ^he fteps 

fotth like a bridegroom, ^bids All hail ; brings 

in variety, and forbids the appetite to fail. 

All the dexterity is in the good cookery and 
management of them, fo as to be not only for the 
advantage of the reader, but alfo of the author, 
whofe diflrcfs in this matter, is truly pitiable : 
For if he begins a digreffion, ^from that mo- 

ment, I obferve, his whole work (lands (lock- (till; 

and if he goes on with his main work,-— 

then there is an end of his digreffion. 

■ ^^rhis is vile work.- For which 

reafon, from the beginning of this, you fee, I 
have con(lru£led the main work and the adventi- 
tious parts of it with fuch intcrfedliions, and have 
fo complicated and involved the digreffive and 
progreffivc movements, one wheel within ano- 
ther, that the whole macliine, in general, has 
been kept a*going — and, what’s more, it fhi^ll 
be kept a-going tnefe forty years, if it pleafes tftc 
fountain of health to Wefs me fo long with life 
^nd good fpirits. 
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CHAP, xxiir. 

I Mave a propenfiry in me 

chapter vcii||«ionil;nr»cal-y, *aiul I will not 

balk my fancy. Accordingly 1 fet ciF thus. 

If the fixture of Momus’s glals, in the human 
breall, according to the propoied oniendalion of 
that arch-critick had taken jUace, — — firll, 'J*hu 
fooliih c«)nrequeiicc would certainly h**vc follow- 

c<], ^'I'hat the very wifcil and the very, gra veil: 

of us all, ill one coin or o»^hcr, uiuil have paid 
window-money every day of our lives. 

And, fecondly, That had the faid glafs l)een 
there fet up, HOthing more would have been 
wanting, in order to have taken a man’s charac- 
ter, but to have taken a chair and gone foftly, as 
you would to a clioptrfcal bec-hive, and looked 
in, — view’d the foul flark naked j — obferved all 
her motions, — her machinations 5— traced all 
her maggots, from their firfl: engendering to their 

crawling forth ; watched her loofe in her 

friiks, her gambols, her capricios ; and after 
fomc notice of her more folenin deportment, con- 

fcquent upon fuch frilks, &C.-7— then taken 

ypurpen and ink and fet down nothing but what 

Vau had feen, ihcl could have fworn to : 

Rut this is an advantage not to be bad by rhe 
biographer in this planet , — in the plangLJ^^fcmv 
(belike) it may be fo, if not, better ftmFlfQr inin ; 

for there the intenfe heat of the countiy, 

which is proved by compulators, from its vicinity 
to the lull,' to be more than equal 10 that o: red 
hot iron, ^muft, 1 think, long ago have vitri- 

fied the bodies of the inhabitants, (as the efif- 
^ K z cient 
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cient xaufc) to fuit them for the climate (which 
is the final caufe) ; fo that, betwixt them both, 
all the tenements of their fouls, from top to bot- 
tom, may be nothing elfe, for ought the foundeft 
phi]ofophy«can (hew to the contrary, but one fine 
tranfparent body of clear glafs ^fciting the umbi- 
lical knot) ; fo, that till the inhabitants grow 

old and tolerably wrinkled, wliereby the rays of 
light, in paffing thro’ them, become fo mon- 
llroufiy refra£led,— or return refled^ed from their 
furfaces in fuch tranfverfe lines to the eye, that a 

man cannot be feen thro’ ; his foul might as 

well, unlefs, for more ceremony, — or the trifling 
advantage which the umbilical point gave her, — 
might, upon all other at counts, I fay, as well 
play the fool out o* doors as in her own houfe. 

out this, as I faid above, is* not the cafe of 
the inhabitants of this eaith our minds fliine 
not through the body? but are wrapt up here in 
a dark covering of uncryftalized flefii and blood ; 
fo that if we would come to the fpecifick charac- 
ters of them, we mull go fome other way to 
work* 

JMany, in good truth, are the ways which hu- 
man wit has been forced to take to do this thing 
with exaftnefs. 

Some, for inftance, dmw all 5,heir chara£ters 
with wind inltruments. — — — -Virgil takes notice 
of that way in the affair of Dido and jEncas }— • 
but it is a|j^falIacious as the breath of fame ; — ^ — 
and,.mof^6ver, befpeaks a narrow genius. I am 
not ignorant that the Italians pretend to a mathe- 
matical exaftnefs of thw dcfignatiorxs of one par- 
ticular fort of charafter among the;m, from the 
forte or piano of a certain wind inllrument they 

life,— which they fay is infallible- dare not 

- mention 
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mention the name of the mftrumcnt in this 
place 'tis fuilicicnt we have it amongft us, 
—but never think of making a drawing by it 5 — 
this is enigmatical, and intended to be fo, at leafl, 

ad populuni : And therefore, I beg, Madam, 

when you come* here, that you read on as faft as 

J ou can, and never ftop to make any inquiry a- 
out it. 

There are others again, who wiW draw a man’s 
churat^er from no other helps in the world, but 

merely from his evacuations ; but this often 

gives a very incorrefl out-line, unlefs, indeed, 

* you take a Ikctch of his repletions too ; and by 
correfting one drawing from the other, compound 
one good figure out of them both. 

I iliould have no objection to this method, but 
that I think it mull fmell too llrong of the lamp, 
—and be rendered ftill more operole, by forcing 
you to have an eye to the reft of his Non-Natu- 
rals. Why the moll nitural aftions of a 

man’s lire fhould be call’d his Non-Naturals, — is 
another qucllion. 

There are others, fourthly, who difdain every 
one* of thefc expedients ; not from any ferti- 

lity of their own, but from the various ways of 
doing it, which they have borrowed from the 
honourable devices which the Pcntagraphic Bre- 
thren * of the brulh have lliewn in taking copies. 
■ — ■—Thefc, you mUfl know, are your great hi- 
llorians. 

One of thefe you will fee drawing a fdU-lenglh 
oharaftcr againll the light that’s illiberal,— 
difhoneft, — and hard uiKui the charailcr of the 

man who fite. _ , 

K 3 , Others, 

^ PeutagrapJj, an iiiflrnment to copy p**Ints ar.d 
pKtures mechauically, and iu any proportion. 
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Olliers, to mend tlie matter, will make a draw- 
ing of yuii ill tin: camera ; — that is moll unfair 
of all, — becaufe, there you arc fine to be repre- 
fented in feme of your moft ridiculous auii tides. 

'To avoid all anti every one of ilrd'e errors, in 
giving you my in’icle Toby’s charadUr, 1 am de- 
termined to draw it by no mechanical help nliat- 
cver ; — nor fltail my pencil be guided.by any one 
wind inftrument which ever was blown upen, ci- 
ther on this, or on the other fide of the Alps ; — 
nor will I confider either his repletions or his dif- 
I harges, — or touch upon his Mon-Naturals; — but, 
ill a word, I will draw my giicle Toby's eharader 
irom his Hobby-Horse. 


CHAP. XXIV. 

I F I Avns not morally fure that the reader muft 
be out of all patience for my uncle 'Foby’s 

charadl'cr, *1 would here previoully have con- 

yinced him, that there is no iniirumcnt lo fit to 
dratv fuch a thing with, as that which 1 have 
pitdiM upon. 

A man and his Hobby-Horse, tho’ I cannot 
fay that they acl and re-aft exaftly after the fame 
manner in which the iil and body do upon each 
other ; yet, doubt! efs, there is a communication 
between them of feme kind ; and my opinion ra- 
ther is, that there is fomething in it more of the 
manner of elcftrificd bodies, — and (hat by means 
of trie heated pints of the rider, which come 
imniediatcly into contaft with the back of the 

Ho3BY-Horse. By long journitSs and much 

irJftion, it fo happens, that the body of the rider 
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is at length fill’d as full of Hodby-Horsic>\i. 
matter as it can hold ; — fo that if you are able to 
give but a clear defeription of the nature of the 
one, you may form a pretty exaft notion of the 
genius and charadler of the other. 

Now, the iioBii y-Horse which my uncle 
Toby always rode upon, was, in my opinion, an 
HoBBYijHoKSE well worth giving a defer iption 
of, if it was only upo'n the fcore of his great An- 
gularity j for you might have travelled from York 
to Dover, — from Dwvcr to Penzance in Corn- 
wall, — and from Penzance to York back again, 
and not have feen fuch niiothei upon the road ; 
or if yon had ften fuch a one, whatever liafie 
you had been in, you mull infallibly iiave flop- 
ped to have taken a view of him. Indeed, the 
gait and figure of him was fo flrange, and lo ut- 
terly unlike was he, from his head to his tail, to 
any one of tlie whole fpecies, that it was now 

and then made a matter of difpute, whether 

he was really a Hobby-PIorse or no : But a& 
tlic Philofopher would ufc no other argument to 
the fcepcic, who difputcd with him agairtft the 
reality of motion, favc that of rifing up upon his 
legs, and walking aciofs the room j — fo would 
my uncle 'Foby ufe no other argument to prove 
his Hobby-H<5rsk w^as a Hobby-Horse in- 
deed, but by getting upon his back and riding 
him about; — leaving the world, after that, to de- 
termine the point as it thought fit. 

In good truth, my uncle Toby mounted him 
with fo much pleafure, and he carried my uncle 

Toby fo well, that he troubled his head very 

little with what the world cither faid or thought 
about it.' ' 


It 




It is now high time, however, that I give you 

a defcription of him : ^But, to go on legularly, 

I only beg you will give me leave to acquaint you 
firft, how my uncle Toby came by him. 


CHAP. XXV. 

T H E ^ound in my uncle Toby^s groin, 
which he received at the fiege of Namur, 
rendering him unfit for the fervice, it was thought 
expedient he fhould return to England, in order, 
if poffible, to be fet to rights. 

He was four years totally confined, — ^part of it 
to his bed, and all of it to his room ; and in the 
courfe of his cure, which was all that time in 
hand, fuffered unfpeakable miferies, — owing to a 
fucceffion of exfoliations from the os pubis, and 
the outward edge of that part of the coxendix 
called the os ileum, — both which bones were dif- 
mally crufhM, as much by the irregularity of the 
ftone, which I told you was broke off the parapet, 
— as by its fizc, — = — (though it was pretty large) 
wjhich inclined the fnrgeon all along to think, 
that the great injury which it had done my uncle 
Toby^s groin, was more owing to the gravity of 
the ftone itfelf, than to^the projectile force or it, 
— wjhich he would often tell him -was a great 
happinefs. 

My father at that time was juft beginning bu- 

finefs in London, and had taken a hqufe ; ^and 

as^cthc trueft friendfliip and cordiality fubfifted be*- 

tii?Sen the two brothers, and that my father 

thought my uncle 1 oby could noAvljere be fo well 
nurfed and taken care of as in his own houfc,— 
he aflign’d him the very heft apartment in it.— ‘ 

' And 
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And, what was a much more Cncerc mark of liis 
afFe£liQn ftill, he would never fuller a friend or 
an acquaintance to ftep into the houfe on any oc- 
cafion, but he would take him by the hand, and 
lead him up flairs to fee his brgthcr Toby, . and 
chat an hour by his bed-fide. 

The hiflory of a foldieris wound beguiles the 
pain of it — my uncle’s vifirers at leaft thought fo, 
and in their daily calls upon him, frbm the cour- 
tefy arifing out of that belief, they would fi'e- 
quently turn the difeourfe to that fubjeft, — and 
from that fubjeft the difeourfe would generally 
roll on to the fiege itfelf. 

Thefe converfations were infinitely kind ; and 
my uncle Toby received great relief ‘rom them, 
and would have received much more, but that 
they brought him into fome unforefeen perplexi- 
ties, which, for three months together, retarded 
his cure greatly ; and if he had not bit upon an 
expedient to extricate himfelf out of them, I veri- 
ly believe they would have laid him in his grave. 

What thefe perplexities of my uncle Toby 

were,— — ’tis impoflible for you to gueli ; if 

you could, — I lliould blulh ; not as relation, 

not as a man,— nor even as a woman, but I 

Ihould blulh as an author ^ inafmuch as I fet no 
itnall ftore by myfelf, upon this verj account, that 
my reader has never yet been able to guefs at any 
thing. And in this, Sir, I am of fo nice and 
fmgular a humour, that if I thought you was able 
to form the Icafl judgment or probable conjeiiurc 
to yourfelf, of what was to come in the next page, 
—I would tear it out of my book. 
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CHAP. 1. 

I Have begun a new book, on purpofc that I 
might have room enough to explain the na- 
ture of the perplexities in which my uncle 
Toby was involved, from the many difeourfes and 
interrogations about the fiege of Namur, w^herc 
he received his wound. 

I mull remind the reader, in cafe he has read 
the hi (lory of King William's wars, — ^but if he 

has not, —I then inform him, that one of the 

mod memor^le attacks in that flege, was that 
which was made by the Englilh and Dutch upon 
the point of the advanced counterfearp, before 
VoL. I. • L the 
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tlie gate of St. Nicolas, which inclofed the great 
fluice or water-flop, where the Englifli were ter- 
ribly expofed to the fliot of the counter-guard 
and dcinibaflion of St. Roch : The iffue of which 
hot difpiite, in three words, was this; That the 
Dutch lodged thcnifelvcs upon the counter-guard, 
— and that the Englifli made themfelves mafters 
of the covered way before St. Nicolas’s gate, not- 
withftanding’the gallantry of the French officers, 
who expofed themfelves upon the glacis fword in 
hand. 

As this was the principal attack 6f which my 

uncle 'Voby was an eye-witnefs at Namur, 

the army of the beficgcrs being cut off, by the 
confluence of the Maes and Sambre, from feeing 

ipuch of each other’s operations, my uncle 

Toby was generally more eloquent arid particu- 
lar in his account of it; and the many perplexi- 
ties he was in, arofe out of the alniofl: infur- 
mountahle difficulties he found in telling his ftory 
intelligibly, and giving fuch clear ideas of the 
diflereiices and diflinftions between the fcaip and 

cdtintcrfcarp, the glacis and covered way, 

— 1 — the hJf-moon and ravelin,- ^as to make 

his company fully comprehend where and what 
he was about. 

Writers themfelves arc too apt to cortfouhd 

thefe terms J ^fo that you will the Icfs wonderj 

if, in his;^naeavours to explain thcrfi, arid in op- 
pofition to many mifconceptions, that my uncle 
Toby did oft-times prizzlc his vifiters, and fome- 
times himfclf too. 

To fpcak rhe truth, linlefs the company my 
father led up flairs were tolerably ^clear-headed^ 
or my uncle Toby was in one of his beft expla- 
natory moods, ’twas a difficult thing, do what 
^ ' he 
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he could, to keep the dlfcourfe free from obfcuri- 

ty- 

Whal; rendered the account of this all air the 

more intricate to my uncle Toby, was this, 

that in the attack ot tlK.countcrlcarp before the 
gate of Si. Nicolas, extending itlelf from the 
bank of the Maes, quite up to the great watcr- 
jflop 5 — tlic ground was cut and croi's-cut with 
fuch a multitude of dykes, drains, 'riyulets, and 
fliiices, on all Odes, — and he would get fo fadly be- 
vvihlercd and for fa ft amongft them, that frequent- 
ly lie could neither get backwards or forwards to 
f:ive his life ; and waa oft-times obliged to give up 
the attack upon that very account only. 

Thefc perplexing rebufTs gave my. lU vle Toby 
$haudy more perturbations than you woul^l ima- 
gine as my father’s kindnefs to him was con- 
tinually dragging up frefli friends and frefli inqui- 
rers,-— he had but a very uneafy talk of it. 

No doubt my uncle Toby had great command 

of himfelf, and could guard appearances, I 

believe, as well as moft men ; — yet any one may 
imagine, that when he could not retreat out of 
the ravelin without getting into the half-modn, 
or getting out of the covered way without fallirig 
clown the counterfearp, nor crofs the dyke with- 
put danger of flipping into the ditch, but that 
lie jnuft have fretted and fumed inwardly 
HedidTo; — —and the little and houily vexa- 
tions, wliich may feem . trifiiirg and of no ac- 
count to the man who has not read Hippocrates, 
yet, w'hoever has read Hippocrates or Dr. James 
Mackenzie, and has^ conlidered well the efiefls 
which the palSons and afTcdlions of the mind 

have upon the digeftion, - (Why not of n 

wound as well ^as of a dinner f) may ealily 

• L 2 conceive 
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conceive what fharp paroxifms and exacerbations 
of his wound my uncle Toby mud have uiidcr- 
^[one upon that Icorc only. 

My uncle Toby could not philofo- 

pliiiSe upon it— *tw^as enough he felt it was fa, — 
and having fudained the pain and for rows of it 
for three months together, he was rcfolved feme 
way or other to extricate himfelf. 

He was one morning lying upon his back in 
his bed, the anguilli and nature of the wound 
upon his groin fuffering him to ly in no other 
pofiticn, when a thought came into his head, 
that if he' could purchafe fuch a thing, and have 
it paded down upon a board, as a large map of 
of the fortifications of the town and citadel of 
Namur, with environs, it might be a means 

of giving bim cafe; ^ -I take notice of his 

defire to have the environs, along with the towft 
and citadel, for this reafon,--‘-^bccaufc my^uncle 
'loby^s wound was got in one of the" traverfesi 
about thirty toifesfrom thtfcturnmg angle of tht 
trench, oppofitc to the falient angle of the denfi- 
badion of St. lloch;— fo that he waS' pretty 
confiitcnt he cOiild dick a pin upon the identical 
fpot of ground where he -was Itanding in when 
the done Ibuck him. 

All this fucceeded his willies, and not oMf 
freed him from a world of fad expfanafcions, but. 
'in the end» it piovcd the happy mean^, as-^n will 
read, 6f procuring my uncle Toby' his 
Horse. ” 
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CHAP. ir. 

‘HERE is nothing fo foolifli, when you arc 
i at the expence of making an entertainment 
of this kind, as to order things fo badly, as to 
let your critic ks and genti*y of refined tulle run it 
down : Nor is there any thing fo likely ,to make 
them do it, as that of Jeuving them out of the 
p«irty, or, what is full as oifenfive, of beftowiny 
your attention upon the reft of your giiefts in fo 
particular a way, as if there v/as no. fuoh thing 
as a critick (by occupation) at table. 

——I guard again ft both ; fo., in the 
firft place, I have left half u dozen places pur- 
pofely open for them ; — and, in the next {)lacc, 
I pay them all court, — Gentlemen, I kifs your 

hands, ^1 protefl. no company could give me 

half the pleafure,-^y my loul 1 am glad to fee 
you, — ^1 beg only you will make no ftrangers of 
yourfelves, but fit down without any ceremony, 
and fall on heartily. 

1 faid I had left fix places, and I was upon the 

C oin t of cui Tying my cornplaifance fo far, as^to 

ave left a fevciith open for them, and in this 

very fpot I Hand on ; — ^but being told by a critick, 
(tho’ not by occupation, — ^but by nature) that I 
had acquitted myfelf well enough, 1 iliall filHt up 
direiftly^,^ hoping in the mean time, that 1 (ball 
be able to make a great deal of more room next 
year. 

——How, in the name of w^onder ! 
could your qncle Toby, who, it feems, was a 
military man, and w^hom you have reprefeiited 
as no fool,*— —be at the lame time fuch a con- 
« L 3 fufed, 



fufed, pudding-hcadccl^ iTiUcldle-hcaded as 

— Co look. 

So, Sir Critick, I could have replied ; but I' 

from it. *TivS language ui'uroanc,— — 

aiul only befitting the man who cannot give clear 
;ind fatisfaclory accounts of things, or dive deep 
enough into the firll caufes of human ignorance 
.aiul confufion.* It is moreover the reply valiant, 
— and therefore I rejedi it ; for tho* it might 
have fuited my uncle Toby’s charafter as a foldier 

rxccllently well, and had he not accu domed 

himfclf, in fuch attacks, to whiftle the Lillabul- 
Icro, — as he wanted no courage, ’tis the very 
Iwcr he would have given ; yet it would by no 
nicaus have done for me. You fee as plain as 
cun be, that I- write as a man of erudition » 
iliat even my fimilcs, my allufions, my illuftra- 
lions, my metaphors, are erudite,— and that 1 
mud fullain my cliaradlcr progcrly, and contiaft 
if propel ly too,— eJfe what would become of me? 
%Vhy, Sir, I fliould be undone at this very 
iuoment that 1 am going here to fill up one place 
againfl. a critick, — ftiould have made an opening 
for a couple. 

' ■■ — ^^rherefore I anfvvcr thus : 

Pray, Sir, in all the reading which you have 
ever read, did you c er read fuch a book 
Locke’s Eflay upon the Human Underftanding ? 
—Don’t anfwer me raftiJy,^becaufe many^ I 
know, quote the book, who have not read it,—* 
and many have read ifc^vho underdand it not 
If either of thefe is your cafe, as 1 write to in^* 
r will tell you in three word& what the 
feok is.. — It is a hiftory.— A biftojf I of who? 
what? #hcre? when? Don’t hurry yourfelf.— 
it is a hiftory book, Sir, (which poffif 
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bly recommend it to the world) of what paflca 
in a man’s own mind ; and if you will fay fo 
much of the book, and no more, believe me, you 
will cut no contemptible figure in a metaphyfick 
circle. 

But this by the way. 

Now, if you will venture to go along with me, 
and look dowm into the bottom of this matter, it 
will be found, that the caufe of obfeurity and 
confufion in the mind of man, is threefold. 

Dull organs, dear Sir, in the firft place. Se- 
condly, flight and tranfient impreflioiis made by 
objfcls, when the faid organs are not dull. And, 
thirdly, a memory like unto a fieve, not able to 

retain what it has received. — ^Cail down 

Dolly your chamber-^maid, and I will give you 
my cap and bell along with it, if I make not this 
matter faplain, that Dolly herfelf fliall underfiaiul 

it as Avcll as Malbranch. When Dolly 

has indited her epifUe to Robin, and has thruic 
her arm into the tettom of her pocket, hanging 
by her right fide •, — take that opportunity to recol- 
le£ti that the organs and faculties of perception, 
can, by nothing in this world, be fo aptly typi*« 
fied and explained, as by that one thing whith 
Dolly’s hand is in fearch of.— Your organs arc 
not lo dull that I lliould inform you— tis an inch, 
Sifi of red feal-wax. 

this is melted and dropped upon the 
letter, if Dolly fumbles too long for her thim- 
ble, ’till the wax is over hardened, it will not 
receive the mark of her thimble from the ufual ^ 
impulfe* which was wont to imprint it. Very 
well. If Dolly’s wax, for want of better,' is bees- 
wax, .or of a temper too foft, — though it may 
rcceiye,— it will not hold the impreffion, how 
■ C hard 
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hard Ibever Doliy thrufts againfl it.; and laPc of 
all, fuppofing the wax good, and eke the thim- 
ble, but applied thereto in carelefs hafte, as her 

Miftrefs rings the bell ; in any one of thefc 

three cafes, the^print, left by the thimble, will 
be as unlike the prototype as a brafs-jack. 

Now you mull underftarid, that not one of 
thefc was the true caufc of the confufion in my 
uncle TobyVi difeourfe; and it is for that very 
reafon, I enlarge upon them fo long, after the 

manner of great phyfiologifta, to fliew the 

world what it did not arife from. 

What it did arife from, I have hinted above ; 
and a fertile fource of obfeurity it is, — and ever 
will be,— and that is the unlleady ufes of words 
which have perplexed the cleareil and moll: ex- 
alted underftandings. 

It is ten to one, (at Arthur’s) whether you 
have ever read the literary hidories of pall ages ; 

— if you have, what terrible battles, 

yclep’d logomachies, have they occafioned and 
perpetuated with fo much gall and ink-flied,— 
that a good-^natured man cannot read the accounts 
of them, without tears in his eyes. 

^Gentle critick ! when thou hall weighed,. all 
this, and confidered, witlyn thyfelf, how much of 
thy own knowledge, v.ifcouj:fe, and cQnverf|Ldon 
has been pellered and difordered, at. one time or 
other, by this, and this only — WhaLa 

pudder and racket in Couj^cils about.^«« anid 
and in theScHOOLsof the learned about 

power and about fpjirit ; — about , elfenccs^ 

and about quintelTences^ — about fubftances, and 
fpacc ; — r»-What confufion. in greater 
^£s, from words of little meaning, and as 
determinate a fenfe !-^When thou coufidercil tb^ 

thou 
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thou M^ilt not wonder at iny urxle Toby’s per- 
pJexitievS, — thou wilt drop a tear of pity upon his 
fcarp and his coiinterfcarp 5 — his glacis and his co- 
vcred-way ; — his ravelin and his half-moon: *Twas 
not by ideas, — ^by heaven ! his yfe was put in 
jeopardy by words. 

CHAP. III. • 

W HEN my uncle Toby got his map of Na- 
mur to his mind, he began immediately 
to apply himfelf, and with the utmoll diligence, 
to the midy of it 5 for nothing being of more im- 
portance to him than his recovery, and Ins reco- 
very depending, as you have read, upon the paf- 
fioiis and afFediens of his mind, it behoved hini 
t 6 takethe niceft care to make himfelf fo far 
fter his fubjedi ad to be able to talbuponit 
without emotion* 

^ In a fonnighft’s cl'ofe and painful application, 
which, "by tlw by, did my 'uncle “Toby’s wound", 
upon his groin, no good,-^e was enabled, by the 
help of feme marginal documents at the feet 01 the 
el^baut, together with Gobefius’s military arclfi- 
f^dure and pyroballogy, tr^flated front the Fie- 
m|fh, to form his difeOurfe with pafiable perfpicu- 
ity; and, before he was two full months gone, 
- — wasTight eloquent upon it, and could 
make not only the attack of the advanted coun- 
terfearp with great order j——*^but haying, by 
that time, gone much deeper ii-nto the art, than 
what his firil motive made neccflary , -> my 
uncle Toby was able to ctofe the Maes and Sam- 
bre i make diverfions as far as Vauhati’s line, the 
abbey of Saliinfs, &c* and give his/vifters as 

diftind 
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diftinfi a hlftory of each of their attacks, as 
that of the gate of St. NicoJ.is, where he had the 
honour to receive Iiis wound. 

But the defire of knowledge, like the third of 
riches, increafes ever with the acqiiifiiion of it. 
The more my "uncle Toby pored o\cr his map, 
the more he took a liking to it ! — by the fame 
procefe and eleclrical affimilation, as I told you, 
thro* which^ I ween, the fouls rf connoiiiburs 
thcmfelves, by long friction and incumbition, 
have the happinefs, at length, to get ajl bc-vir- 
tiied, — ~bc-pi£lurcd, — ^bVbuttcrflicd, and Le- 
liddlcd. > 

The mgre my uncle Toby drank of this'fwcet 
fountain of fcience, the greater was the heat and 
impatience of his third *, fo that, before the firll 
fear of* his confinement had well^ggne pundii 
there was fcarce a fortified town in Italy or Flan** 
de^s, of which, by one means oir other, he had 
not procured a plan, reading over as he got them, 
and carefully collating ^herewith the hiftories of 
their fiegcs^ their demoIition^s, their improve- 
ments and new works, all which he would re^d 
with that incenfe application and delight, that he 
Would forget hitnifelf, his wound, his conffnc*' 
tnent, his dinner* ^ ^ , 

In the fecond year, my uncle Toby purchafed 
Ramelli and Cat<ineo, tranilated from the Italian $ 
— ^-Kkewife Steviaus, ^Moralis,. thg Chevalier 
de Ville, Lorini, Cochorn, Sheeter,,tlie Count 
de Pagan, the Itfarlhgl Vauban, Monf. BJondel, 
with almoft as nia; y |nore books of military.^- 
chitc^lure^ as Don Quixote was, found to 
of chivalry, when the curate and.|;^r]^r lUv^ed* 
hjs library. > . ^ 

Tovvarils the beginning ' of ^the third ,year, 

which 
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which was in Auguft, ninety-nine, my uncle 
Toby found it rteceflary to underftand a "little of 

projeftiles : And having judged it beft 

to draw his knowledge from the fountain-head, 
he began with N. Tartaglia, whoj it feems, was 
the firft man who detefted the impofition of a 
cannon-ball’s doing all that mifehief under the 
notion of a right line. — ^^fhis, N. Tartaglia prov- 
ed to my uncle Toby to be an impolTible thing. 

Endlefs is the Search of Truth ! 

No fooncr was my uncle Toby fatisfied which 
road the cannon-ball did not go, but he was in- 
fenfibly led on, and refolved in his mind to in- 
quire and find out which road the ball -lid go : 
For which purpofe, he was obliged to let off a- 
frelh with old Maltns, and ftuibed him devout- 
ly. — He proceeded next to Gallilco and Torricel- 
lius, wherein, by certain geometrical rules, in- 
fallibly laid down, he found the precife path to 
be a Parabola, — or elfe an Hyperbola, — 
and thitt the parameter, or latus reflum, of the 
conic feftion of the faid path, was to the quan- 
tity and amplitude in a direft ratl|>, as the whole 
line to the fine of double the angle of incidenc^if, 
formed by the breach upon anj^'drizontal plane; 
— and that the femi-paramet^^^Stop I my dear 
uncle Toby, — flop I — ^go not one foot further in- 
to' this thorny and b^ildered track, — intricate 
are the fteps! intricate^b thq^pazes of this la- 
byrinth ! intricate are trebles which the 
purfuit of this "bewitchiim, phantom, I^^w- 
LEDGR, wilPbring upon thee. — O' my mek f 

fly-*Hfly — ^fty from it as from a ferpent. 

Is it fit, good-natured man thou Ihould'ft fit 
up, wii.h the wound upon thy groin, whole 
nights baking thy blood with hectic watchings ? 

• ' — Alas ! 
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Alas ! ’twill exafperatc thy fymptomSf 

—check thy perfpirations,-^r— evaporate thy. fpi- 
fits, — wafte thy animal ftreiigth> — dry up thy 
radical moifture, — ^bring thee into a coftive ha- 
bit of body, — ^impair thy health,— -and haflen all 
the infirmities of thy old age. — O my uncle ! my 
uncle Toby ! 

CHAP. IV. 

I Would not give a groat for that man’s 
knowledge in pen-craft, who does not un- 

derftand this, That the beft plain narrative 

in the world, tacked very clofe to the laft fpirit- 
pd apoftrophe to my uncle Toby, — would have 
felt both cold and vapid upon the reader’s pa- 
late; — therefore I forthwith put an end to the 
chapter, though I was in the middle of niy 
ftory. 

—Writers of my (lamp have one principle in 
common with painters. — ^Where an copy- 

ing makes our pi£lurcs lefs ftriking, we.chufe 
tlje Icfs evil ; deeming it even more pardonable 
to trefpafs againft truth than beauty. — ^This is 
to be undccilood c^m gmno falls ; but be it as it 
will,— -as the parallel is made more for the fake 
of letting the apoftrophe cool, than any thing 
clfc, — =’tis not very* majfcrial whether upon any 
other fcore the reader approves of it or not.' 

luvthe latter end of the third year, my unde 
Toby perceiving, tnat the parameter and fcmi*pa- 
rameter of the conic fe^iton, angered his wouml^ 
Jte left off the ftudy of projcdlilesrin a kind of a 
huff, and betook himfelf to the pFa£bical part of 
fortification only ; lie plcafure.of which, like a 

fpring 
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I'iTwng, held back, returned upon him with re- 
doubled force. 

* It was in this year that hiy uncle began to 
break in upon the daily regularity of a clean 
Hurt, — to difmifs his barber unOiaven, — and to 
allow his furgcon fcarcc time fullicient to dreft 
his wound, concerning himfclf fo little about it, 
as not to afk him once in feven times drefling, 
how it went on: When, lo ! — all of a fudden, 
for the change was as quick as lightning, he be- 
gan to figh heavily for bis recovery, — complain- 
ed to my father, grew impatient with the fur- 
geon; — and one morning as he heard iiis foot 
coming up ftairs, he fliut up his boo^s, and 
thnift afidc his inltruincnts, in order to cxpofui- 
late with him, upon the protraiflion of hU cure^ 
which, he told him, might fiifely have been ac- 

coinpHlhod, at leall, by that time 

dwelt long upon the miieiies he had undergone, 
and the furrows of his four years meLincholy im- 
prifonment : — adding, that had it not been for 
the kind looks, and fraternal chcerings of the 
beft of brothers, — he had Jong unce funk under 

his misfortunes. My father was by : My 

uncle "looby’s elocjuencc, brought tears into Ins 

eyes *, — ’tv as unexpedled. My uncle 1 o- 

by^ by^ natme, was not eloquent j — it had the 
greater cfl’ccl. ^The furgcon was confound- 

ed;— not that there wanted grounds for fuch, or 
greater, marks of impaticnce,’^but ’tw^as unex- . 
pecked topi in the four years he had attended 
hitp, he had never fecn any thing like it in my 
,iincle Toby’s carjriage i?— he had never once, drop- 
ped, one frctfil or difeontented word;— he had 
been all patience,— all fubmilnon. 

^We.lofe the right of complaming 

VoL. I. M fomeuwes 
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fometimes hy forbearing it but we oftener treble 

the force : —The fiirgeon was nftonifhed ; 

— hut mud) more fd, when he heard my uncle 
'Toby go on, and peremptorily infift upon his 

healing up the wound diredly, -or feuding for 

Monfieur llonjat, the King’s Serjeant-Surggan, 
to do it for him. 

The\lefire of life and health is implanted in 
man’s nature ; — the love of liberty and enlarge- 
ment is a fifler palTion to it: Thefc my unde 
Toby had in common with his fpecies ; — ^and ei- 
ther of them had been fuflicient to account for 
his earneft delire to get well, and out of doors ; 
but I have told you before, that nothing wrought 
with our family, after the’ common way; — ^and 
fjTom the time and manner in which this eager 
de(ire ftewed itfelf in the prefent cafe, the pe- 
netf^ting reader will fufpefl: there was feme other 
caufe or crotchet for it in my uncle Toby’s head : 

— ^Therc was fo; and ’tis the lubjeft of 

the next chapter, to fet forth what that caufe and 
crotchet was. I own, when that’s done, ’twill 
be time to return back to the parlour lire-fide, 
wjiere we left my uncle Toby, in the middle of 
his fentence. 


CHAP. V. 

^man gives himfelf up to the go- 
Vy vernment of a tuling palhon, — —-or, in 
other worils, when his Hobby-House grOws 
farewcl itool rerfon and fair 
excretion. ' ’ • 

My uncle Toby’s wound was near ifi^ll ; and as 
iboa as the furgeon recovered bis furprifey "and 

could 
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coiihl get leave to fay as much — he told Iiini, 
'twas juft loginning to incarnate 5 and that if 11a 
frefli exfoliation happened, which there were no 

figns of> it would be dried up in five or f’c 

weeks. The . found of as many olympiad , 
twelve hoiiis befoiC, y/ould have conveyed an 
idea of fiKiJicr duration to niy uncle Toby’s iriind. 

The fuccellion of his ideas was nov/ 

lapid, — lie broiled with impatience ^ put Lis de- 

ii;^n in execution ; and fo, without con- 

fulcing further with any foul living,— which, 
by the by, I think is right, when you are pre- 

detcnniiicd to take no one foul’s advice, 

privately ordered Trim, his man, tp p;.ck up a 
bundle of lint and drclfings, ami bin a charict 
and four, to be at tlie door exailly by twelve 
that day, when Ue knew my fatlArr 

be upon ^Change So leaving a 

bank-note upon the tabic, for thc.^furgeon’s bare 
of him, and a- letter of ttjuler thanks for his 
brother’s,-^ he packed up his maps, his books 
of fortification, his inftruments, &c. — and, by 
the hejp of a crutch on one fide, and Trim on 
the other, my uncle Toby embarked for Shandy- 
Kali, ^ 

’rhe reafon, or rather the rife, of this fudden 
demigration, was as follows : 

The table in my uncle Toby’s rocm, and at 
which, the night before this change happened, 
he was fitting with his maps, &c, about hip),— 
being fomewhat of the fmalleft, for that infinity 
of great and fmalJ inlirumciits of knowledge 
which ufually lay crowded upon it j— he bad 
" the accident in reaching over for his tobacco- 
b«3C» to throw down his compafies, and in .fldop- 
to take the compafies up, widi his fleeve he 
. - M2 threw 
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threw down his cafe of inftriirncnts and fnufFers ; 
— and as the dice ,took a run againft hin\, in his 
endeavouring to catch tlie fnuSers in falling, — 
lie thrull Monficur Blondcroff the tabic, and 
Count dc Pagari o’tcp of him. 

’Twas to no purpolc, for a man, lame as my 
uncle Toby was, to think of rcdrciling all ihefe 
evils by himftlf, — he rung his hcil for his man 
'Frim j — ^"rrhm ! quoth my uncle Toby, pri^thee 
fee^ W'hat confiificn I have here been making. — 
1 ihuft have fomc better contrivance,—' Frim. — 
CaiFft not thou take my rule, and mcafure the 
length and breadth of this table, and then go 

and befpeak me one as big again? Yes, 

an* pleafe your Honour, replied Trim, making 

a bow j— But I hope your Honour 'will be foon 

well enough to get downi to your country-feat, 

where, as your Honour takes fo much plea- 

fure in fortification,— ^we could manage this 
matter to a T. 

1 mufl: here inform you, that this fervant of 
my uncle Toby’s, who went by the name of 
'Trim, had been a Corporal in my uncle’s own 
company, — his real name was James Butler;— r- 
hid having got the ?rick-name of 'Trim in the re- 
giment, my uncle Toby, unlefs when he happen- 
cil to be very angry wuh him, would never call 
him by any other name. 

The poor follow had been difabled for the fer- 
vice, by a wound on his left knee hy a niulkct- 
huilet, at the battle of Landen, vhich was two 

years before the afiair of Namur; and as 

the felloiV'was well beloved in the regiment, au(|^ 
a ^aiidy fellow into the bargain, my unfcle Foby 
trtek him for his fefvant, and of excellent «(c 
was he, attending my undo 'Foby in the ca^p 
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:and in his quarters as valet, groom, barber, cook, 
fempftcr, anil nurfe; and indeed, from firft to 
lail, waited upon him, and ferved him with great 
fidelity and alfcQion. 

. My uncle Toby loved the man in return ; and 
what attached him more to h>m flill, was the 
jfimilitude of their knowledge For Cor- 

poral Trim, (for fo, for the future, 1 fhall call 
him) by four years occafional attention to his 
Mailer’s difeourfe upon fortified towns, and the 
advantage of prying and peeping continually into 
his Mailer’s plans, exclulivc and befidcr* 

what he gained Hoed Y- floRsic ally, as a bo- 
dy-fervant, Non. Hobby-Horfical per fej— had 
become no mean proficient in the feie -ce ^ and 
was thought, by the cook and chamber-maid, to 
know as much of the nature of ftrong-holds-as 
my uncle Toby hiinfelf. 

I have but one more ftroke to jgive to finifli 
Corporal 'Frim’s charaAcr,— and it is the only 
dark line in it. The fellow loved to advife, — or 
.rather to hear bimfelf talk; his carriage, how- 
ever, was fo perfectly reipc£tful,''’twas cafy to 
keep him lilent when you had him fo; but fet his 
tongue a-going, — you had no hold of him — 

he was voluble the eternal imeTTardings 

of your Honour, with the refpetlfulncfs of Cor- 
poral Trim’s manner,' interceding fo Itrong in 
behalf of his elocution, — that though you relight 
havc^been incommoded,— you could not well be 
angry. My uncle Toby was fddom either the 

one or the other wdth him, or, at Icaft, 

this fault, in Trim, broke no fquares with ’em. 
My uncle Toby, as I faid, loved the man — 
and befides, as he ever loqkcd upon a falthtMl 
Icrvaiit, — but as an humble friend, — he coiiul not 
• M 3 ' bvj-r 
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bear to (iop his mouth. Such was Corporal 
Trim. 

If I durft prefiime, continued Tritn. to give 
jour Honour my advice, and fpeak iny c>p>inioft 
?n this matter— ~'rhou art welcome, Trim, 
r;nolh my uncle Toby,-— fpeak, — fpeak what thou 
thinkeft upon the fubjeft, man, without fear. 
Why then, replied Trim, (not hanging his ears, 
and fcratching his head like a country lo^it, but) 
ftroaking his hair back from his forehead, and 

ftanding cre£l as before his divifion 1 think, 

tjuorh Trim, advancing his left, which was his 

lame leg, *a little forwards, and pointing 

with his right hand open towards a map of 
.Dunkirk, which was pinned againft the hang- 

i.igs, think, quoth Corporal 'frim, wkh 

iutmble fubmiffion to your Honour\s better 
judgment, — that thefe ravelins, baftions, cur- 
tains, and horn-works make but a poor, con- 
temptible, fiddle-faddle piece of work of it here 
upon p^aper, compared to what your Honour and 
[ could make of it, were wc in the country hy 
ouifclves, and had but a rood, or a rood and a 
half of ground to do what we pleafed with ; As 
fum’Tter is. coming on, continued Trim, your 
Honour might fit out of doors, and give me the 
nographj— (Call it iebnographyi quoth my un- 
de)-^! the town or citadel, your Honour was 
pleafi^d to fitjfdown before, — and I will be iliot by 
yOui 'Honour upon the glacis of it, I did not 
fortify it to your^ Hoitour^s mind. 1 dare fay 
thou wOtildhl;, Tri)ai, quoA niy uncle. For if. 
vour IHonour,. continued thp Corporal, could 
ittf ma¥k me the polygon, with My. exaft Imcsf 
ahd angles — ^That I - could do very well, quoth 
my uiJcte— I would begin with the fofse, and if 

youi; 
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your Honour could tell me the proper depth and 

orcadth 1 can to a hair^s breadth, Trim, 

replied my uncle— -I would throw out the earth 
upon this hand towards the town for the.fcarp, 
—and on the other hand towards the campaign for 
the couiitcrfcarp — ^Very right, Trim, quoth my 
uncle Toby — — And when 1 had Hoped them to 
your mind, — an’ plcafe your Honour, 1 would 
lace the glacis, as the fineft fortiH cations arc 
done in Flanders, with fods, — and as your Ho^- 

nour knows they fiiculd and I would 

make the walls and parapets wdth fods too 

The bell engineers call them gazons, Trim, faid 

my uncle Toby Whether they are gai' jns or 

fods, is not much matter, replied Triui, your 
Honour ktiow^s they are ten times beyond a 

facing either of brick or flone. know ihoy 

are, 'frim, in fome refpefts, — quoth my uncle 
Toby, nodding his head j for a cannon- 

ball enters into the gazon right onwards, with- 
out bringing any rubbilh down with it, which 
might fill the folse, (as was the cafe at St. Nico- 
las’s Gate) and facilitate the paflage over it. 

Your Honour iindcrflands thefe matters, re- 
plied Corporal Trim, belter than any oiTicejCyin 

his Majeily’s fervice; ^but would yolir Ho* 

nour plcafe to let the befpeaking of the table a- 
lone, and iet us but go inro the country, 1 would 
work under your Honour’s direfliens like a horfe^ 
and nipake fcfrtifications lor you fomething like . a 
tanfy, with all their batteries, Taps, ditches, and 
pallifadoes,-that it ihould be worth all the world’s 
riding twenty miles to'go.and fee it. 

' ' My uncle Yol>y WMlhcd as red as fcariet,, as 

Trim went on ; -but it .was not a blufli of 

guilty— of modefty,— or of anger was a 

• blufh 
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bludi of joy; ^he was fired with Corporal 

Trim's prbjedl: and defcription. ^Trim!. laid 

my^uncJe Toby, thou haft faid enough. ^W’^e 

might begin the campaign, continued 'I'rim, on 
the very day that his Majefty and the Allies take 
the field, and dfimolifti ’em town by town as fall 

as ^Trim, quoth my uncle Toby, fay no 

more. Your Honour, continued Trin), 

might fit iji your arm-chair, (pointing to it) 
this fine weather, giving me your orders, and I 
'would *Say no more, Trim, quoth rny un- 
cle 'Foby. Befides, your Honour would get 

not only pleafure and good paftime, — but got d 
air, and good exercife, and good health, — and 
your Honour’s wound would be well in a month. 
Thou haft faid enough. Trim, — quoth my uncle 
Toby, (putting his hand into his brccches-poc- 
ker) — I like thy projeft mightily. — And if your 
honour plcafes. I’ll, this moment, go and buy 
a pioneer’s Ipade to fake down with us, and I’ll 
befpeak a Ihovel and a pick-ax, and a couple 
of-- — Say no mote. Trim, quoth my uncle To- 
by, leaping up upon one leg, quite overcome 

wifh rapture, ^and thrulling a guinea into 

Ti^Jrn’s hand — ^^rrim, faid my uncle Toby, fay 
no more; — but go down. Trim, this moment, my 
lad, and bring up my lupper this inftant. 

Trim ran down and brought up his Mailer’s 
fupper, — ^to no purpofe Trim's plan of o- 
peraiion r|i3i fo in my uncle’s head,' he* could 
not tafte It.— 'Frim, quoth my uncle Toby, get 

me to Ke8 ; — ^’twas all one.-; Corporal Trim’s' 

defcpiyption had fired his imagination, — my uncle 
Tp^^tfould not ftiut his eyes--**— j-The niore he 
O^imered it, the more bewitching the feene ap- 
•jpAired to him fo that two full hours before 
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(lay-light, he had come to a final determination, 
and had concerted the whole plan of his and 
CorporalTiim’s decampment. 

My uncle Toby had a little neat country-houfe 
of his own, in the \illage where iny father’s t- 
ftatc lay at Shandy, which had been left him ‘by an 
old uncle, with a fmall eilate of about one hun- 
dred pounds a year, liehind this hoiile, and 
contiguous to it, was a kitchen-garden of a!)Out 
half an acre j — and at the bottom of the garden, 
and cut off from it by a tall yew-hedge, a 
bowling-green, containing jiilt about a. much 

ground as Corporal Trim w’iflied for.;- fo that 

as Trim uttered the words, A rood and a 
half of ground to do Svhat they would with,” — 
this identical bowling-green inftantly prefented 
itfdf, and became curioufly painted, all at once, 
upon the retina of my uncle Toby’s fancy,——’ 
which w'as the phyucal caufc of making him 
change colour, dr, at leaft, of heigjitening his 
blufli to that immoderate degree I (poke of- 

Never did lover poll down to a beloved mif- 
trefs with more heat and expedlation, than my 
uncle Toby did, to enjoy this fclf-fame thing_in 
private ; — 1 fav in jirivate ; — for it was fteltcTcd 
from the houfe, as 1 told you, by a tall yew- 
hedge, and was covered on the other three fidcs 
from mortal light, by rough holly and ihickfet 
flowering flirubs ; — fo that the idea of not being 
feen, (lid not a little contribute to the idea of 
plcafurc prcconc(.ived in my uncle Toby’s mind. 
^Vain thought ! however rliick it was plant- 
ed about, — or private- ibevcr it might feem,— 
to think, dear^^uncle Toby, of enjoying a thing 
which- took up a whole rood and a half of ground, 
^and not have k known ! 


Hovr 
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How my uncle Toby and Coporal Trim main- 
gcd this matter,—- — with the hil^ory of their cam- 
paij^ns, which w^’cre no way barren of events, — 
may make no uninterefting iindcr-pJot in the cpi- 

and working up of this drama ; At pre- 

fent the feene muft drop, — and change for the 
parlour fire- fide. 

CHAP. VI. 

-What can they he doing, brother 

faid my father. 1 think, replied my uncle 

Toby, 7 r“taking, as I told you, his pipe from his 
mouth, and linking his aflies out of it as he 
|>cg'm his fentcnce — I think, replied he, — it 
would not be amifs, brother, if we rung the 
bell. 

Pray, what’s all that racket over our heads, O- 
badiah quoth my father ; — my brother and I 
can fcarce hear ourfelycs fpcak. 

Sir, anfwered Obadiah, making a bow to- 
wards his left flioulder, my Millrefs is taken 

very badly.-— And therc^s Sufannah riinnifig 
dowtr'the garden there, as if they were going, to 

ravifli her. -Sir, fi.e is running the fliorfceft 

4:ut into the town, replied Obadiali, to fetch the 
©Id midwife— ——Then faddle a horfe, quoth 
my father, and do you go diredlly for Dr. Slop, 
the ulatjvmidwife) with all our ferviccs,-*r-Jind let 
him kti^w your IViiftrefs is fallen in / labour,'^ 
andithat 1 defire he will return with you with all 

very ftrAnge, /ays iny father, -addreffing 
/^mfidf to my unde Toby, as Obadi^ fhut the 
door,— as there is fo expert: an operator as 

Dr. 
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Dr. Slop fo near — that my wife diould perfift to 
the very laft in this obftinate humour of hers, in 
tnifting the life of my child, who has had one 
misfortune already, to the ignorance of an old 
.woman ; — and not only the life of my child, bro- 
ther, — but her Own life, and with it the lives of 
ad the children I ifiight, peradventure, have be- 
got out of her hereafter. 

Mayhap, brother, replied my uncle Toby, my 
fifler docs it to fave the cxpence : — A piidding’s- 
end, — replied my father, — the Doftor mull be 
paid the fame for inaflion as aflion,— if not bet- 
ter, — to keep him in temper. 

— I'hen it can be out of nothing in the 
whole world, quoth my uncle Toby, in the fim- 

plicity of his heart, — btit Modesty': My 

After, I dare fay, added he, does not care to let 
a mail> come fo near her I will not fay 

whether my uncle Tobv had completed the fen- 
ten ce or not ; — 'tis for liis advantage to fuppofe he 
had, — avS, 1 think, he could have added no One 
Word 'which would have improved it. 

If, on the contrary, mjwncle Toby had not 
fully arrived at his pcriod’Wnd,— then the world 
Hands indebted to the fuddeii fiiapping 
tlier^s tobacco-pipe, for one of the neateft ex- 
amples of that ornamental figure in oratory, 
which Rhetoricians ftils the Apoliopefis. — 
heaven ! how does the Poco piu and the Poeo 

nieso of the Italian artifts-* thr jnfenfibie,' 

moreror Jefs determine the precife line beauty 

in the fentence as well as in the ftatue j Ifow 
do the flight touches of the chifel, th^ {i^cil, 
the pen> the® (iddle-ftick, et csetcra, give .the 
true fwcll, which give the true pleafwre I - ' i' 
my coumrymco..**^H-----bc nice.; be cauikm -ef 

your 
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yonr language ; and never, O ! never let it 

DC forgotten upon what fmall partidcs your clo- 
quciice and your fame depend. 

— My fifter, mayhap, quoth niy uncle 
“ Toby, does not chufe to let a man come To 
near her Make this dafli,— ’tis an 

Apofiopcfis. ^Takc the dafli away, and write 

Biickfide, — — ’tis liawdy. Scratch Backfide 

out, and pitt cover’d way in, — *tis a metaphor ; 
and, I dare fay, as fortification ran fo much in 
my uncle Toby’s head, that if it had been left to 

have added one word to the fentence, rthat 

word was it. 

But whether that was the cafe or not the cafe ; 
—or whether the fnapping of my father’s tobac- 
co-pipe fo critically hap|!fenetl thro’ accident or 
anger, — will be fceii in due time. 

CHAP. VIL 

T IIO’ my father was a good natural philofo- 
pher, — yet he was fomething of a moral 
philofopher too j for which reafon, when his to- 
liiapp’d fhort in the middle, — he had 
iwplhing to do, — ^as fuc\, — ^but to have taken hold' 
(ff the two pieces, and thrown them gently upon 
the back of the fire. — — H e did no uich thing ; 
-*^he threw them with all the violence in 
worlds — and, to give si£tion Hill the more em- 
phafis, — ^lic flaited up upon both his legs to do 
it. : 

This look’d fomething like heat and the 
manner of his reply to w Mt my uiftrle Toby was 
faying, proved it w4s fo. 

Not chufe, quoth rpy father," (re- 
peating 
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peating m); unclj^ Toby’s words) to let a man 
come fo near her !*’ — Hy heaven, brother Toby ! 
you would try the patience of a Job ; and I think 
I have the plagues of one already, without it. 

-f Why ? — Where ?~W'h^rcin ? — 'Vyhore- 

fore? — ^Upon what account ? replied my unclv^ 
Toby, in the iitr.ioft a/loninimcnt. — ^To think, 
faid my father, of a man living to your ag;-, 
brother, and knowing fo little abouC women !—- 
1 know nothing at all about them — replied my 
uncle Toby \ and I think, continued he, that the 
iliock I received the year after the dcmclition of 
Dunkirk, in my affair with wivlow Wadman — 
which iliOck you know I fliould not ha\ w, receiv- 
ed, but from my total ignorance of the lex, — 
has given me juft caufe to fay, That I ijcitlK-r 
know, nor do pretend to kno^, any tiling about 
’em, or their concans cither. — Melhinks, bro- 
tln:r, replied my father, you might, at leaft, 
know fo much as the right end of a woman from 
the\\r():ig. 

It is faiil In Ariflotle’s Maftei Piece, That 
V. hen a man doth think of any thing which 
Is p.ifl, — he looketh down upon the ground ; 
— but that when he thinketh of 
that is to come, he looketh up towaidi the 
“ heavens.’’ 

My uncle Toby, I fnppofe, thought of nei- 

iJicf; — for he look’d horizontally. Right 

emi,'^quoth my uncle Toby, muttering the two 
words low to himfelf, and fixing his two eyes in- 
fenfibly, as he muttered them, upon a fmall cre- 
vice, form’d by a bad joint in the chimney-piece ; 
w— H-ight erfd of a woman ! — declare, quoth 
my uncle, I know no more ^Hbich it is, than the 
man in the mopn;---and if Pwas to thiuk^xon- 
VoL. I. N tinued 
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liiiwecl my uncle Toby, (keeping his eyes ftill fixM 
upon the bad joint) this month together, I am 
fare I fhould not be able to find it out. 

Then, brother Toby, replied iny father, I will 
tell you. 

Every thing in this world, continued iny fa- 
ther, (filling a frelh pipe)— every thing in this 
earthly worlij, my dear brother IVoy, has two 
handles. — Not always, quoth my uncle Toby. — 
At leaft, replied my father, every one has two 
hands, — which comes to the fame thing. — Now, 
if a man was to fit down coolly, and confider 
within himfelf the make, the Ihape, the con- 
ftnidlion, com-at-ahility, and convenience of 
all the parts which conftitute the whole of that 
animal, call’d Woman, and compare them ana- 
logically. — I never underftood rightly the mean- 
ing of that word, quoth my unde Toby. — Ana- 
logy, replied my father, is the certain relation 
and agreement, which different — Here a devil 
of a rap at the door fnapped my father’s defini- 
tion (like his tobacco-pipe) in two, — and, at the 
fame time, cniflicd the head of as notable and 
curjgus a difiertation as ever was engendered in 
the wolfA of fpeculation ; — it was fomc months 
before my father could get an opportunity to be 
fafely'deliyeiM of it And, at this hour, it is a 
thing full as problcmutica’ as the fubjecl of the 
differration itfelf, — (confidcring the confufion and 
djftrefics of onr domeftick mi fad ventures, which 
are now coming thick one upon the back of an- 
other) whether I fliall be able to find a place for 
it in the third volume c.* not. 


• C II A P. 
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C H A P. VIII. 

I T is al)OUt an hour and a hal/\s tolcrahle 

reading ilnce my unde Tuhy rung the -I'd!, 
when Ohadiah w^as orderM to iadillc a horie, and 

go for Dr. Mop, the man-midwife; fo tliai 

no one ean fay with reafoii, that 1 have ne t al- 
lowed Obadiaii lime enough, poetically fpeaking, 
and Lcnfiderii.g the emergency too, both to go 

and come 5 tho’, morahy and truly fpeaking, 

llic man, perhaps, has fcarce had time to get cn 
his boots. 

If the liypercriiick wdll go_ upon this, and is 
refoJved after all to take a fenduliirr, and mci- 
fure the true dillance betwixt* the ringing of fhe 
bell and the rap at the door 5— —and, after find- 
ing it to be no more than two minutes, thirteen 

feconds and three fifths, rfl^ould take noon him 

to infuit over me for fuch a breach in the unity, 

or rather probability, of time ; — 1 would 

remind him, that the idea of duration and of its 
fjmplc modes, is got merely from the train and 
fuccdlion of our ideas, — and is the jr^’-'-'^'d'dio- 

lalUck pendulum, and by which, as a Icholai , 

I will be tried in this matter, — ^adjuring aftd de- 
tefting the jurifditlion of all other pendulums 
whatever, 

I would; threforc, defire him to confidcr that 
it is but poor eight miles from Shandy-hall to.Dr. 

Slop, the man-niidwifds houfe ; and that 

whilft Obadiah has been going thofe faid miles and 
back, I have^brought my unde Toby from Na- 
mur, quite acrofs all Fiandtts, into Fiigland : — 
That I have had him ill upon my hands near 
N 2 ‘ four 



724 ' "^5'® Life and Oftni6n's of' 

four years ; — and have fiiice travelled liino and 
eorporal I'rim, in a chariot and four, a jotirncy 
of near two hinulrcd miles dow n into Ycrklliire ; 
-—all vhich put together, muft haver pre- 
pared the reader’s iniarj'nation i’i»r the entrance 

of Dr. Slop upon the Hage, ns. much, at 

lead, (I hope) as a dance, a fong, or a concerto 
between the a<ifs. 

If iny hyp'ercritick is intraftahle,— alledg- 

ing, that two minutes and thirteen fcconds aic 
iio more than two minutes and thirteen feconds, 

when I hai^e laid all I can about them 5' 

and that thi I plea, tho’ it might favc me 

tiranlatically, will damn me biographically, ren- 
dering my -took, from thievery niqnient, a pro- 
fidVd RoMA^cE, which before was a book a- 
porryphal — If I am thus prefled— ——I 
then put an end to the whole objeflrion and con- 

troverfy about it all- at once, -by acquainting 

him, that Obadiah had not got above threcfcOrc 
yards from the flablfi-yard before he met with Dr, 

Slop ; and indeed he gave a dirty proof that 

he had met with him, and was within an 

ace of giving tragical one too. 

to yourfelf ^But this had better . 

Irgin^a iiew ehaj)tcr. 


C H A Pi IX. 

I Maginc to yourfelf a little, fqUar, iincoorfly 
&ure of a Doftor Slop, of about four feet 
l^half pcipcndic'dat height, with a breadth 
|Sek, and a fcfqu'rcdaliry of*^hcIly, which 
^ht have done Ifonour lo a f.rjeaut in th^ 
Igrfc- Guards. ^ 


Such 
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Such were the out-lines of Dr. Slop’f figure, 

which, if you have read Hogarth^ analyfis 

of beauty, and if you have not, I wifii you 
would; — you mufl know, may as certain-^ 
ly be caracaturM, and convey’d to the mind by 
three ftrokes as three hundred. 

Imagine fuch a one, for fuch, I fay, 

were the out-lincs of Dr. Slop’s figure, coming 
flowly along, foot by foot, waddling thro’ the 
dirt upon the vertebrae of a little diminutive po- 
ny, of a pretty colour ; but of llrengtb, 

alack !-^ fcarce able. to have made an am- 
ble of it, under fuclr a fardel, had the loads 

been in an ambling condition. — They 

w'cre not. — I magine to yourfelt, Obadiali 

mounted upon a ftrong monller of a c» ‘uch-horic, 
prick’d into a full gallop, and making all prac- 
ticable fpeed the adverfe way. 

Pray, Sir, let me intereft you a moment in 
this defeription- 0. 

Had Djr^ Slop beheld Obadiah a mile off poll- 
ing in a narrow lane directly towards him, at 
that monftrous rate, fplalhing and plun- 

ging like a devil thro’ thick and thin, as he ap- 
proach’d, would not fuch a phenomenon^, jvi th 
fuch a vortex of mud and water mo^Tiig along 

with it, round its axis have l)een a fubjedt 

of juftcr apprehcnfion to Dr. Slop in his litua- 

tion, that the worll of Whillon’s comets ?— 

To fay nothing of the Nucleus; that is, of 

Obadiah and the coach-horfe ^In my. idea> 

the vortex alone of ’em was enough to have in- 
volved and carried, if not the Dodlor, at kail 
the Dodlor’a* pony quite away with it.- What- 
then do you think muft tlie terror and hydro- 
phobia of Dr. Slop have been, when- you read, 

• N 3 (which 
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(which you arc juft to do) that he was 

advancing thus warily along towards Shandy- 
Ihill, and had anproachM to within fixty yards 
of it, and within five yards of a fudden turn, 
Oracle by an acute angle of the garden wall, — ^ 

and in the dirfieft part of a dirty lane,— when 

Obadiah and his coach-horfe turn’d the corner, 

rapid, furious, — pop — full upon him ! No- 

tlilng, I think, in nature, can be fuppofed more 

terrible, than fuch a rencounter, ^fo im- 

prompt ! fo ill prepared to ftand the fhock of it 
;.s J)r. Slop was. 

V/hat could Dr. Slop do ? He crofs’d 

hiinfelf -| Pugh i ^but the Dodlor, 

iSir, was a papift.— — — No matter ; he had 
better luive kept hold of the pummel. — ^Hc had 
fo‘; — nay, as it happenM, he had better have 

<louc nothing at all j for in crofting himfelf, 

be let go his whip, — and in attempting to fave 
Ills whip betwixt his knee and his iaddle’s ikirt, 

. 3 ii flipp’d, he loft his ftirrup, — *-in lofing 

which, he loft his feat ; - —and in the multU 

tude of all thefe loflcs, (which^ by the by, 
ftiews “what little advantage there is in crofting) 
the Kr*/nrtuiiate Do£for loll his prcfence of mind^ 
So that, wnho^it waiting for Obadiah’s oiifet, he 
left his pony to its deftiny, tumbling off it dia- 
gonally, fomething in the flile and manner of ^ 
pack of wool, and without aiiy othei confe- 
fiuenccirfrom the fall, fave that of being left, 
(as it would hav^ been) with the broadeft part 
of him funk about twelve inches deep in tbe>. 
mire. 

Obadiah pull'd off his cap twiccHo Dr. Slop ; 
'-^nce as he was faHing, — and then again when 

be faw him fcated. Ill-timed complai- 

fance f 
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fance !— had not the fellow better have ftoppM 
his horfe, and got off and helpM him ? — ■ 

Sir, he did all that his fituation would allow ; — 
but the Momentum of the coach-horfe was fo 
great, that Obadiah could not d« it all at once ; 

— ^ he rode in a circle three times round Dr. 

Slop, before he could fully accomplilli it any 
how ■, — and at the laft, when he did flop his 
beaff, ^twas done with fuch an cxplofion of 
mud, that Obadiah had better have been a league 
Ill ftiort, never was a Dr. Slop fo beluted, 
and fo tranfubflantiated, fince that affair came 
into fafhion. 


CHAP. X. 

W HEN Dr. Slop entered the back parlour, 
where my father and my uncle Toby 
were difeourfing upon the nature of Women, — 
it was hard to determine whether Dr. Slopes fi- 
gure, or Dr. Slop’s prefence, occafioned more 
furprize to them 5 for as the accident happened 
fo near the houfe, as not to make it worth while 

for Obadiah to remount him, -- — Ob«vliali 

bad led him in as he was, imwiped, unappoint-v 
ed, unannealed, with all his flains and blotches on 

him. He flood like Hamlet’s ghoft, mo- 

tionlefs and fpeechlefs, for a full minute and a 
half, at the parlour door, (Obadiah dill holding 
his hand) with all the majefty of mud* His 
hinder parts, upon which he ‘had received his 

fall, totally belmcar’d ^and, , in every other 

part of him,« blotched over in fuch a manner 
with Obadiah’s cxplofion, tlirat you would have 

fvvorn, 
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fworn, (without mental rcfervation) that every 
grain of it h;ul taken efic£t. - 

Here was a fair opportunity for my uncle To- 
by to have triumph’d over my father in his turn ; 
— for no mortal who had beheld Dr. Slop in that 
pickle, could hare diflented from fo much, at 
lead, of my unde Toby’s opinion, “ 1 ’hat 
“ mayhap his filler might not care to let fuch a 

Dr. Slop come fo near her **^**,^’ But it wr.s 
the Argumentiim ad hominem ; and if my uncle 
’foby was, not very expert at it, you may think,* 
he might not care to ufe it. — No ; the rcalbn was, 
— ^twas not his nature to infult. 

Dr. Slop’s prcfence, at that time, was no lefs 
problematical than the mode of it, tho’, it is 
certain, one moment’s reflection in my fiither 
might have folved it ; for he had apprized Dr. 

* Slop but the Week before, that tny mother was 
at her full reckoning ; and as the Dodlor had 
hea»*d nothing fince, ’twas natural and very po- 
litical too in him, to have taken a ride to Shan- 
’ dy-Uall, as he did, merely to fee how matters 
went on. 

But my father’s mind took unfortunately a 
wroKg ^urn in the inveftigation ; running, like 
the hypcrcritick’s, altogether upon the ringing of 
the bell and the rap upon the door, — meafuring. 
their diftance,— and keeping his mind fo intent 
upon 'the operation, as to have power to think 

of nothing elfe, dommon-place infirmity. 

of the^ greateft mathematicians ! working witn 
might ^and 'at the demondratipni and fo 

wafting iall their ftrength upon it, that they have 
nOtie left in them to draw the tcvollary, to do 
good with. ^ 

‘ The ringing of the bell and the rap upon the 
. ' door, 
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door, ftruck likcwife ftrong upon the fenforiurn 
of iny unde Toby, — but it excited a very did'er- 

cnt train of thoughts ; the two irreconcile- 

able piiJfitions inllantly bi Ought Stevinus the 
great engineer, along with them, into my unde 

'i'oby's mind. What bulinefs Stevinus had 

in this aflaiir, is the greated problem pf all; — it 
diall befolvctl, — but not in the next chapter. 

C II A l\ XL 

W Riting, when properly managed, (as you 
may be fure I think mine is) is but a dif- 
ferent name for converfaiion : As no ^ ne, wlio 
knows what he is about in good company, would 
venture to talk all — fo no author, who under- 
llands the juft boundaries of decorum and good 
breeding, would prefumc to think all : The triieft 
refpeft which you can pay to the reader’s under- 
ftanding, is to halve' this matter amicably, and 
leave him - fomething to imagine, in his turn, as 
well as yourfelf. 

For my own part, I am eternally paying him 
compliments of this kind, and do all that lies in 
my. power to keep his imagination as buTy as my 
own 

*Tis his turn now ; — have given an ample 
defeription of Dr. Slop’s fad overthrow, and of 
his fed appeal ance in the back parlour; — his ima- 
gitiation mu ft now go on with it for a wdiile. 

Let the reader imagine then, that I^r. Slop has 
told bis tale ; — — — and in what words, and with 
what aggravations his fancy chufes. — ^l^et him 
fuppofe "^hut Obadiah has told his tale alio, and 
with fuch rueful locks of afFedlcd concern, as 
• he 
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he thinks will beft conrrafl the two figures as 
they (land by each other. — Let him imagiiie, that 
my father lias iteppM up (lairs to fee niy inorlicr; 
— And, to conclude this work of imagination, — 
let him imagine the Doclor wafhM, — rubb’cl 
down, — condoled with, — ^felicitated, — got into a 
pair of Obadiah’s pumps, (tepping forward to- 
wards the dOor, upon the very point of entering 
upon action. 

Truce'-! — truce, good Dr. Slop ! — flay thy 
obdotrick band rocurii itTafe into tliy bofom to 
keep it warm j — little do’ft thou know what ob- 
ftacles 5 — little do’ll thou think what hidden enu- 
fe^ retard its operation ! — Haft thou, Dr. Slop, 
-—haft thou been intruded with the fcccet articles 
of this foiemn treaty which has brought thee in- 
to this place Art thou aware that, at this in^ 
ftant, a daughter of Lucina is put obftetrically 
over thy head ? Alas !— ’tis too true*— Befides, 
great fon of Piluraiius !‘ what can’ll thou do?— 
Thou haft come forth unarm’d 5 — tfiou haft left 
thy tire tetc, — thy new-invented forceps,— thy 
crotchet, — thy fquirt, — and all thy inftruments* 
of falvation and deliverance behind thee.- — — By 
heaven] at this moment they arc hanging up in 
a green baize bag, betwixt thy two piftols, at thy 

bed’s head I Ring ; call 5 ^fend — Oba- 

di'tih back upon the coach-horfe to bring them 
with all fpecd. 

- ■ — Make great hafte, Obadiah, quoth my 

father, and I’ll give thee a crown 5 — and,, quoth 
my uncle Toby, I’ll give him anothei. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIL 

Y our fLulden and iincxpe£led arrival, quotb 
my uncle Toby, addrclTing himfelf to Dr. 
Slop, (all three of them fitting down to the fire 
together, as my uncle Toby began to fpeak) — in- 
ftantly brought the great Stevinus into my head, 
who, you inuft know, is a favourite author with 

me. Then, added my father, making ufe of 

the argument Ad Crumenam, — I will lav twen- 
ty guineas to a fingle crown piece, (which will 
ferve to give away to Obadiah when hd gets back) 
that this fame Stevinus was fome engineer cr o- 
thcr, — or has wrote fomething or other, either, 
directly or iiidireftly, upon the fciencc of forti- 
fication. 

Tie has fo, — replied my uncle Toby. 

I knew it, faid my father ; — tho’, for the foul of 
me, I cannot fee Avhat hind of connexion there 
can be betwixt Dr. Slop’s fudden coining, and a 
difeonrfe upon fortification j — yet I feared it. — 
Talk of what ^vc will, brother, — or let the oc- 
cafion he luver fo foreign or unfit for theW^ubjert, 
— you arc fure to bring it in : I would not, bro-^ 

tber Toby, continued my father, declare I 

would not have my head fo full of curtins and 
horn -works. — ^'Fhat, ] dure fay, you would not, 
quoth Di*. Slop, ihterrupiinj him, and laughing 
mod immoderately at his pun. 

Dennis the cririek could not deteft and abhor 
a pun, or tl"^ infinuation of a pun, more 

cordially than my father j j— he wo' ld grow 

tefty upon it at any time ; but to be broke 

in upon by ouCf in a ferious difeoude, was as 

bad. 
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bad, he would fay, as a lilHp upon the nofif 
he faw no difference. 

Sir, quoth liny uncle Toby, addreiCng . 

to Dr. Slop-— — ^the curtiiis my brother Shandy 
incntiojis here, have nothing to do with 1^- 
fteads 5 — tho’, I know, Du Cange fays, ‘‘ That 
bcd-curtains, in all probability, have taken ihcir 
name from them nor have the horn -works, 
lie fpeaks of, any thing in the world to do with 
tlie horn-works of cuckoldom : — ^But the cuttin. 
Sir, is the word wc ufe in fortification, /or that 
part of the wall or rampart which lies between 
the tvvobaftions, and joins them.— — Befiegers 
fcKloin offcfl to carry on their aft \cks, directly a- 
gainfi: the curiin, for this rcafon, becaufe they 
.are fo well flanked •, (’tis the cafe of other cur- 
tuis, quoth Dr. Slop, laughing) however, con- 
tiruicd my uncle Toby, to make them fure, ne 
generally thufe to plate ravelins before them, 
taking care only t# extend them beyond the fof 'e 
or ditch : — ^Thc common men, who know y«ry 
little of fortification, confound the ravelin and 
the*haJf-moon together, — tho’ they are very dif- 
ferent things ; — not in their figure 01 conflruc- 
tion, far wc make them exaftly alike in all 
points;— for they al vays confift of two facts, 
making a falient angle, with the gorges, not 

ftrai^ht, but in form of a crcfccnt. ^Where 

then lies the difference ? (quoth ray father, a lit- 
tle teftily.) — In their fituations, anfvvercd my 

uncle Toby : -For when a ravelin, brother, 

ll|{ids before the curtin, it is a rkvelin; and 
Israeli a ravelin Hands before a baftion, then the 
Ravelin is not a ravelin •, — it is a half-moon ‘ 
half-moon like\vife is a half-moon, and no more, 
fo long as it Hands before its baHion ; — but was 

it. 
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It to change place, and get before the curtln,— 
’'twould be no Idnger a half-moon $ a half-moon, 
in that cafe, is not a half-moon ; — ^tis no more 
th^n a ravelin. — think, quoth my father, that 
'the noble fcience of defence has its weak Ades, 
well as others. 

> ^ As for the horn-works (high ho * 

Agh^d my father,) which, continued my uncle 
'I’oby, my brother was fpcaking of, they arc a 
very conAderable part of an outworlf,— — they 
are called by the French engineers, Ouvrage a 
come, and we generally make them to cover 
fuch places as we fufpetJ to be weaker than the 
reft;—— — they’re form’d by two epauhnents 

Of demibaftions, they are very pret.y, and 

if you will take a walk, Fll engage to fliew you 
one well worth your trouble : - I own, con- 

tinued my uncle Toby, vdien we crown them,--^ 
they are much ftronger, but then they are very 
cxpenAve, and take up a great deal of ground ; 
fo that, in my opinion, they are moft of ufe to 
cover or defend the head of a camp; other wife 

the double tenaille By the mbthcr who bore 

us .'—brother Toby, quoth my father, not a- 
ble to hold out any longer, — ^you would provoke 

a faint ; .^here Jiave you got us, I know not 

how, not only foufe into the middle of the old 

fubje6t again : ^But fo full is your head of 

thefe confounded works, that tho’ my wife is this 
moment in the pains, of labour,— and you hear 
her cry out , — yet nothing will ferve you but to 

carry off the man-midwife. Accoucheur,— 

if you pleafe* quoth Dr. Slop.— With all my 
heart* replica my father, I don’t care what they 
call I wifh the \^hole fcience of for- 

tification, with, all Its inventors, at the devil 5— 
Vot. I. O it 



134 The Life and Opinions of 

it has been the death of thoufands,— : — and it 
will be mine, in the end. — I would not, I would 
not, brother Toby, have my buins fo full of 
faps, mines, blinds, gabions, palifadpes, ravelips, 
halt-moonvS, and fuch trumpery, to be proprietor 
of Namur, and of all the towns in Flanders 
with it., 

IMy uncle Toby was a man patient of injuries ; 

—not from want of courage, 1 have told you 

in the fifth chapter of this fecond book, That 

he was a man of courage:” And will add 

here, that, where juft occafions prefen ted, or 
called it forth, — I know no man under whofe 
arm I wouhl have fooncr taken fhclter nor did 
this arife from any iiifenfibility or obtufenefs of 
hjs intclJc^lual parts ; — for he felt this infult of 
my father’s as feelingly as a man could do; — 
but he was of a peaceful, placid nature, — no 
jarring element in it, — all was mixed up fo kind- 
ly within him ; my uncle Toby had ftarce a heart 
to retaliate upon* a fly : 

-——Go, — ^fays .he, one day at dinner, to 
an over-grown one w^hicli bad buzzed about his 
nofe, ami tormented him tf'ruelly all dinner-time, — 
and \vhi(^i, after infinite attempts, he had caught 
at laft, as it flew by him;— r-Fll not hurt thee, 
feys my uncle Foby, rifin^ from his clrair, and 
going acrofs the room, with the fly in his hand, 
— Fil not.* hurt a hair of thy head :• — Go, fays 
he, liftit^ up the fafh, and opening his hand 
as be ^Ikc, to let it efcape; — go, poor devil, 
get thre gone, why fhculd I hurt thee? — ^Fhis 
tu'-prld lurely is wide enough to hold both thee 
and me. * ‘ 

I was but ten yeiirs old when this happened ; 
-^ut whether it was^ that the a^on itfelf Was 

more 
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more in unifon to my nerves at that age of pity, 
which ir.liantly fet my whole frame into one vi- 
bration of nmll plcafiirablc fen fu ion ; — or Iiow 
far the manner and cxprcHion of it might go to- 
wvirils itj — or in what degree, or by what fecrct 
magic, — a tone of voice and harmony of rno'/e- 
ment, atruried by nieicy, might bud a pah'age 
lo my heait, I know not 5 — this I know, that 
the leflcn of univerfal gocd-will, then taught and 
imprinted by my luuJe dohy, has ne\er bnee 
been worn out of iny iniiici : Ami tlto' I \vould 
not ucpreci ito what llic flnJy of t!*': Liuer e llv- 
manioics, at the univeriity, liave clone i:r. me 
in that refpert, or difcicdit the other hclp^ of an 
expenfive education bellowed upon me, both at 
home and abroad fince; — yet I often think, that 
I owe one half of my phiiantliropy to that one 
accidental impreffion. 

tV’ ThivS is to ferve for parents and governors 
inftead of a whole volume upon the fubje£c. 

I could not give the reader this ftrokc in my 
uncle Toby’s pidlure, by the inftrument? with 
which I drew the other parts of it, — that taking 
in no moie than the mere Hobd y-I I ons j cal 
likenefs; — this is a part of his moral j:harad,fer. 
IMy father, in tliis patient endurance of v/rengs, 
which I mention,. was very did’erent, as the lead- 
er muft long ago have noted ; he had a much 
more acute and quick fenfibility of nature, at- 
tended with a little faiirnefs of temper; though 
this never tranfported him to any thing which 

looked like maJignancy : yet, in the little 

rubs and vexations of life, ’r\\:as apt to flicw it- 
felf in a drcJlIifh and witty kind of pccviliinels r 

^Ife was, however, Yrank and generous 

in his nature, — at all times open to couvidtion ; 

O 2 and 



T36 The I/iFE and " 

and in the little ebullitions of this fubacid hu- 
mour towards others, but particularly towards 
rny uncle Toby, whom he truly lo\ed, — -he would 
'feel more pain, ten times told, (except in the 
aflair of my aunt Dinah, or where an hypothefis 
wfis concerned) than uh,it he ever gave. 

The charafters of the two brothers, in this 
view of them, refledled light upon each other, 
and appeared with great advantage in this affair, 
which arofc about Stevinus. 

I need not tell the reader, if be keeps a Hob- 
by-Horse, — that a man’s Hobby-Horse is as 
tender a part as he has about hirti 5 and that 
ihefe unprovoked ftrokes, at my uncle Toby’s, 

could not be unfelt by him. No; — -as I laid 

above, my uncle Toby did feel them, and very 
fchfibly too. 

Pray, Sir, whit faid he? How did he be- 

have? — Oh, Sir!.: — it was great: For as foon 
as my father had done infulting his Hobby- 
Horse, — he turned his head, without the Icaft 
emotion,, from Dr. Slop, to whom he was ad- 
drelfing his difcoiufe, and looking up into my fa- 
ther’s face, with a countenance fpread over with 
io much gpod nature *, — fo placid 5 — fo fraternal;-— 
— fo iiK xprefRbly tender towards him ; — it pene- 
trated my father to bis h^art: lie rofo up haflily 
from his 6hair, and feiztng held of both my un- 
cle Toby’s hands as be /poke : — brother Toby, 
fold he, —I beg thy pardon ; — forgive, I p^ay 
thee, this rafli humour which n^y mother gave 
ii1e*-«^^My dear, dear brother, anfwered ' my * un- 
ilcj^by, riiTTig up by my father’s help, Tay no 
' nIiSIr about it;— you are heartily \^^cl come,; had 
^Mween ten times a\i much, biother. But ’lis 
.‘tA^ncr^us, replied my father, to hurt 
' '’C man 
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man;— a brother worle ; — ^but to hurt a brother 
of fuch gentle manners, — fo unprovoking, — and 
fo unrefenting, — ’tis bafe By heaven, ’tis cow- 
ardly. --You are heartily welcome, brother, 

quoth my uncle Toby,i — ^had it been fifty timCvS 

as much. Befides, what have I to do, riiy 

dear 'foby, cried my father, either with your a- 
niufements or your pleafures, unlcfs it was in my 
power (which it is not) to incrcafe their mea- 
furc ? 

Brother Shandy, anfwered my uncle To- 

by, looking wiitfully in his face, — you are much 
miflaken in this point; — for you do inert ife my 
pleafure very much, in begetting children for the 

Shandy Family at your time of life. l.’ut, by 

that. Sir, quoth Dr. Slop, Mi^ Shandy increafe^ 
his own. — ^Not a jot, quoth rny father., 

CHAP. xm. 

M y brother does it, quoth my uncle Toby, 
out of principle.— In a family-way, I 
fuppofc, quoth Dr. Slop. — Pfliaw ! — ^faid my fa- 
ther, — ^’tis not worth talking of^ 

CHAP. XIV. 

A t the end of the laft ’chapter, my father 
and my uncle Toby were left both ftanding 
like Brutes, and Caffius at the clufe of the feene 
making up their accompts. 

As my father fpoke the three laft words,-^he 
fat down; — my uncle Toby 'exaftly followed his 
ei^mple, only, that before he took his chair, 

V o 3 U 
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he rung the belli to order Corporal Trim, wp.a 
was in waiting, to ftep iioine for Steviiius ; — my 
unde Toby’s houfe b<?ing no farther plT than the 
. oppofitc fide of the way. 

Some men would have dropped the fiibjeft of 
.Stevinus -y — but my unde Toby had no refentment 
in his heart, and he went on with the fubjeeft, to 
fltow my father that he had none. 

Your fndden appearance, Dr. Slop, quoth my 
uncle, rd'uming the difeourfe, inftantly brought 
Scevinus inio niy head. — (My father, you may 
be furc, ditl not oiler to lay any more w^agers up- 
on Stevinus’vS head.) — Becaufe, continued my un-p 
de Toby, the celebrated failing chariot, which 
belonged to Prince Maurice, and was of fuch 
wonderful contrivance and velocity, as to carry 
half a dozen people thirty German miles, in I 
doirt know how lew- minutes, — was invented by 
Stevinus, that great mathematician and engineer. 

You might have fpared your fervant the trou- 
ble, quoth Dr. Slop, (as the fellow Ls lame) of 
going for iSfevinus’s account of it, bccaufe, in 
my return from J.eyden, thio’ the Hague, I walk- 
ed as far as Sclievling, which is two long rniles^ 
on purpofe to take a view of it. 

— ^Tba^ nothing, replied my uncle Toby, to 
what the learned PeircHdus did, who walked a 
matter of five hundred 'miles,, reckoning from 
Paris taSehevling, and from Sclievling to Paris 
b^ck again, in order to fee it, — and nothing dfe.. 

Some men cannot bear to be out-gone. Th.e, 
more loo} Peirdkiur repliird Dr. Slop. But 
I mark, — :’iwas out, of no contempt of feireikius 
at . all 5--«but that Pcirelkius^s inddfatigable 
l^iir in trudging fc far on foot out of love foy 
the fifienccs^ reduced the exploit of Dr. .Slop, 

that 
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tliHt afl'air, to nothing more fool Pcircf- 

kiuft, laid he again : Why fo ? — replied my 

father, taking his brother’s part, not only to 
make reparation as fafl as he could for the infuJt 
he had given him, which fat ftiH upon my fa- 
ther’s mind 5 — but partly, that my father begrfn 
really to intereft himfelf-in the difeourfe; — why 
10 ? — faid he ; why is Pcirelkius, or any man 
cllc, to be abufed for an appetite for that, or any 
other morfel of found knowledge ? For, not with - 
(landing 1 know nothing of the chariot in quefli- 
on, continued he, the inventor of it muft have 
had a very mechanical head j and tho’ I cannot 
guefs upon what principles of philofophy he has 
achieved it; — yet certainly his machine ' as been 
coiiftru£l:ed upon folid ones, be they what they 
will, or it could not have anfvvered at the rate my 
brother mentions. 

It anfwcred, replied my uncle Toby, as well, 
if not better ; for, as Peirefkius elegantly 
prelTcs it, fpeaking of the velocity of its motion, 
Tam citus erat, quam crat ventus; which, unlefs 
1 have forgot my Latin, is, that it was as fwift 
as the wind itfelf- 

But pray, Dr. Slop, quoth my father, inter- 
rupting my uncle, (tho’ not without 
pardon for it, at the fame time) upon what 
principles was this felf-fame chariot fet a-going ? 
—Upon very pretty principles to be fure, repli- 
ed Dr. Slop ; and I have often vr ohdered, 

continued he, evading the queftipn, why none 
of our Gentry, who live upon large plains like 
this -of ours, — (efpecially they whofe wives are 
licit part child-bearing) aitcmpj nothing of this 
kind ; lor it would noi only be infinitely expedi- 
tious upon fudden Calls to which the fex is fub- 

jea,— 
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jeft, — if the wind only fcrvcd, — but would be 
excellent good hulbandry to make ufc of the 
winds, which coll nothing, and which eat no- 
thing, rather than horfes, which (the devil take 
’em) both coft and eat a great deal. 

' For that very reafon, replied my father, ‘‘ Bc- 
caufe they coft nothing, and bccaufe they cat 
nothing,” — the fcheme is bad ; — it is the con- 
fumption of our produ6l:s, as W'^ell as the manii- 
faftuFCS of them, which gives bread to the hun- 
gry, circulates trade — brings in moneys ^tnd fup- 

ports the value of our lands : and tho’, I own, 

if I was a Prince, I w^ould generoufly recompence 
the fcicntifick head which brought forth fuch con- 
trivances yet I would as peremptorily fup- 
prefs the ufe of them 4 

My father here had got into his clement,—— 
and was going on as prefperoufly with his di/Ter- 
tation upon trade, as my uncle Foby had before, 
upon his of fortification,— but, to the lofs of 
much found knowledge, the (ieliinics in the 
morning had decreed, that no diiler cation of any 
kind fhould be fpun by my father that day j— 
for, as he opened his mouth to begin the next 
fentence,— 


C H A P. XV- 

• 

I N .popped Corporal Trim with Stevinus But 
!twa«'too late,— all the difeourfe had been cx- 
liaufted without him, and was running into a 
new channel. 

-T You may take the book’ home again^ 

Trim, faid my uncSe Toby, nodding to him. . 

' • But pri’thee, Corporal, quoth my father, dr^lb- 
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in", — look firft into it, and fee if thou can’ft fpy 
aiiglif of a failing chariot in it. 

Corporal I’rim, by being in the fervice, had 
learned to obey, — and neJt to remonftrate ; — fo 
taking the book to a fide-tahlc, and running over 
the leaves 5 An’ pleafe your Honour, faid Trim, 'I 

can fee no fuch thing ; however, continued 

the Corporal, drolling a little in his turn, Til 
make furc viwk of it, an- pleafe your Honour j 
— — ^fo, taking hold of the two covers of the 
book, one in each hand, and letting the leaves 
fall down, as he bent the covers back, he gave 
the book a good found fbake. 

There is fomething fallen out, however, faid 
Trim, an’ pleafe your Honour; but it is not a 
chariot, or any thing like one —Pri’thce 
Corporal, faid my father, fmiling, what is it then ? 

— — I think, anfwered Trim, (looping to take 

it up, — ^’tis more like a fermon, — ^for it begins 
with a text of feripture, and the chapter and vei fej 

^and then goes on, not as a chariot, — ^but 

lake a fermon direfliy. 

The company fmiled. 

I cannot conceive how it is polfible, quoth my 
uncle Toby, for fuch a thing as a fermon to have 
got into my Stevinus. 

I think ’tis a fermon, replied Trim ; ^but if 

it pleafe your Honours, as it is a fair hand, I 

wdll read you a page : for Trim, you muft 

know, Imcd to hear hinifclf read, almoil as well 
as talk.' 

I have ever a (Irong propenfity, faid my fa- 
tlier, to look into things w^hich crofs my way, 

by fuch ftrange fatalities as thefc; ^and, as wx 

have nothing better to do, at kail till Obadiah 
gets back, I Ciall be obliged to you, brother. 
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if Dr. Slop lips no ohjeflimi to it, to order the 
Corporal to give us a page or two of ^it, — if he 
is as able lo do it, as he feems villing- An’ 
pleafe your Honour, quoth l.im, 1 o Ilciated 
two whole campaigns, in Flarulers, as clerk to 

the chaplain of the regiment. lie can 

read it, (pioth my uncle Toby, as well as 1 can. 

^'riim, 1 aflure you, was the bctl fcholir 

in my company, ajid fliould have had the next 
halberd, but for the poor fellow’s misfortune* 
Corporal Trim laid his hand upon his Itcart, and 
made an humble bow to his inail»:jr j — then laying 
down his hat upon the floor, and taking up the 
fermen in his left hand, in order to have his right 
at liberty, — ^he advanced, nothing doubring, into 
the middle of the room, where he could belt fee, 
and be bed: feen by his audience. 

CHAP. XVI. 

I f you have any objeftion, — ^faid my 

father, addrefling himfelf to Dr. Slop. Not in 

the leaft, replied Dr. Slop; for it docs not 

appear 09 which fide of the queflion it is wrote; 

— — it may be a cc npofition of a divine of 
our church, as well as yours, — fo that we run 

equal rilks. ’l^is wrote upon neither fide, 

quoth Trim, for ’tis only upon Confciencc, ’an 
pleafe your Honours. 

Trim’s reafon pui Jiis audience into good hiu 
maur — all but Dr Slop, who, turning his head 
fi^ut towards 'rriin, looked a little angry. 

Begin, Trim, — and read dillin£lly, quoth 

my father. -1 will, an^ pleafe your Ho- 

nour, 
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nour, replied the Corporal, making a bow, and 
befpeaking attention with a flight movement of 
\m right hand. 

C H A P. XVII. 

^But before the Corporal begins, I in lift 

firll give you 1 defeription of his attitude; — 
otherwife he will naturally Hand reprefented, by 
your imagination, in an iineafy pofture, — flifF, — 
perpendicular, — dividing the weight of his bo dy 

equally upon both legs ; his eye fixed, as if 

on dnry his look determined, clin/jing 

the fermon in his left hand, like his firelock : 

— In a word, you would he apt to paint 

Trim, as if he was fiianding in his platoon, ready 

for at^'lion : His attitude was as unlike all this 

as you can conceive. 

He Hood before them with his body fwayed, 
and bent forwards juH To far, as to make an an- 
gle of 85 degrees and a half, upon the plain of 
tlic hori'/on ; — which foiuid orators, to whom I 
addrefs this, know very wJI, to be the true per- 
fuafive angle of incid *nce ; — in any otter angle 
you may talk and preich, — ’tis certain, — and it 
is done every day; — hut with what efFcdl, — I 
leave the woild to judge! 

The necelfity of this precife angle of 85 de- 
grees and a half, to a aiathjmatical exadlnefs, — 
dOkCS it not fiicw us, by the 'way, how the arts 
and fciencc.^ mutually bcfiiend each other? 

How the dijce Corporal Trim, wdio knew not 
fo much as an acute angle fropi an obtufe one, 

came to hit ic fo exaffly ; or whether it was 

chance, or natufc^ or good Icufe, or imitation, 

&c. 
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&c. fliall be commented upon in that part of 
this cyclopjcdia of arts and fciences, where the 
inflrumental parts of the eloquence of the fe- 
nate, the pulpit, and the bar, the cofFec-houfe, the 
bed-chamber, and firc-fide, fall under confldera- 
tion. 

He flood, for I repeat it, to take the pic- 

ture of him in at one view, with his body fwayed, 
and fomevvhat bent forwards, — his right leg firm 
under him, fuftaining feven-eighths of his whole 

weight, the foot of his left leg, the defeft 

of which, was no difadvantage to his attitude, ad- 
vanced a little, not laterally, nor forwards, 

but in a line betwixt them 5 ^his knee bent, 

but that not violently, ^but fo as to fall within 

the limits of the line of beauty ; and I add, 

of the line of fcience too; for confider, it 

had one-eighth part of his body to bear up ; 

fo that in this cafe, the poll tion of the leg is de- 
termined, becaufe the foot could be no far- 

ther advanced, or the knee more bent, than what 
would allow him, mechanically, to receive an 
eighth part of his whole weight under it, — and 
to carry it too. 

’i>is I recommend to painters; ^need 

I add, — to orators?- think not; for, un- 

Jefs they praftife it, — ^they muft fall upon their 
nofes.’ ' 

So much for Corporal Trim's body and legs. 

^He held the fermon loofely, not carelefly, 

in his left hand, rai.ed fomething above his flo- 

mach, and detached a little from his bread 

his right arm falling negligently bv his fide, as 
nature and the la\vs of gravity ordered it,— but 
with the palm of it open, and turned towards 

his 
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iiis audience, rendy to aid. the fentiment, in caffe 
it flood in need. 

Corporal Trim’s eyes, and the mufclcs of his 
face, were in full harmony with the other parts ' 

of him 5 -he looked frank, — tittconftrained,-7- 

fomething afliired, — but not bordering upon aflii- 
rance. 

Let not the critick afk, how Corporaji Trim 
Could come by all this 5 — Pve told him it fliould be 

explained ; ^but fo he flood before my fatlier, 

my uncle Toby, and Dr. Slop, ^fo fwayed his 

l>ody,' fo contrafted his limbs, and with fuch an 
oratorical fweep throughout the whole figurf*, a 
ftatuary might have modelled from it; — riy, I 
doubt whether the oldeft Fellow of a College, — 
or the Hebrew Profeflbr himfelf, could have much 
mended it, 

Tiim made a bow, and read as follows : 


The S E R M O N. 

Hebrews xiii. 18. 

-For we truft we have a good Confcience,- 

nr^Ruft U ^Truft we have a good Con- 

JL fcience !” 

[Certainly Trim, quoth my father, interrupt- 
ing him, you give that fentence a very improper 
accent; for you curl up your nofe, man, and 
read it with fuch a fneering tone, as if the Par*- 
fon was goings to abufe the Apoftlc. 

He is, an’ plcafe your Hoi^our, replied Trim* 
Pugh ! laid my father, iiniling. 

Sir, quoth Df. Slop, Trim is certainly in th<5 
VoL.I. P right j 
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right ; for the writer, (who I pcrceiye is a Pro- 
teftant) by the fnappifh manner in which he takes 
^ up the apoflie, is certainly going to abufe him, 
' — if this treatment of him has not done it alrea- 
dy. But from whence, replied my father, have 
you concluded fo foon, Dr. Slop, that the writer 
is of our Church ? — for aught I can fee yet, — he 

may - be of any church : ^Becaufe, anfwered 

Dr. Slop, if he was of ours, he durft no more 
take fuch a licence, — than a bear by his beard:— 
If, in our communion. Sir, a man was to infult 
an Apoftle,— a foint,— or even the paring of a 
faint’s nail, — he would have his eyes fcratchcd 
out. — What, by the faint ? quoth my uncle To- 
by. No i replied Dr. Slop, — ^he would have an 
old houfe over his head.— Pray, is the Inquilltiou 
an ancient building, anfwered my uncle Toby, 
©r is it a modern one ?— know nothing of ar- 
chitefture, replied Dr. Slop.— An’ pleafe your 
Honours, quoth Trim, the Inquifition is the vileft 
— ^Pri Ace fpare thy defeription. Trim, I hate the 
very name of it, faid my father.— ^No matter for 
that, anfwered Dr. Slop, — it has its ufes ; for tho’ 

I am no great ach^cSte for it, yet in fuch cafes as 
this, he would foon be taught better manners j 
and I can tell him, if ^ he wci|t at that rate, 
would be flting into th^ l^qai^tion f6r h 4 s pains. 

• God held him then I quoth my uncle Toby. A- 
men, added Trim ; for, heaven 
have a poor brother, who has been fout^een years 
a captive in it.— I never heard one word of it be- 
fore, iaid my uncle Tol>y,^^haftily :^cHow came 
]^J there, Trim.^— O, Sir ! the ftory will . make 
' ydur heart bleed,— as it has made ^iiie a thqu- 
iand times j — ^but it* is too long to be told noV; 
*r-your Honour Iball hear it frond fixft to laft. 

• feme 



■IWSTRAM SHANDY, Gent. 147 

fonxc day when I am. working befide you in our 
fortification ;---but the fliort of the flory is this : 
— ^"ITiat my brother Tom went over a Icrvant to 
Lilbon,-rand then married a Jew’s widow, who, 
kept 9 fmafl fliop, and fold faufages, \yliich, feme 
how or other,, w'as the caufe of his bci^n taken 'in 
the middle of the night out of his bed,' where he 
wa6 lying with his wife and two fmnll children, 
and cai;ried dirtily to the Inquifition ; where, 
God help him, continued Trim, fetching a figh 
from the- b^om of his heart, — the poor honeft 

lad lies coit^ed at this hour } he was as bo- 

neft a foul, added-Trim, (pulling out his hand- 
kerchief) as ever Ndod warmed. — 

———The tears trickled down T rim’s cheeks 

fafter than he could .wfellwipe them away; 

.A dead filcnce in the room enfued for ibme mi- 
nutes.— Geirtain proof of pity f 
Come, Trim, quotH my father, after he faw 
the poor fellow’s grief had got a little vent, — 
read on, and put this melancholy llory out of thy 
head:— I grieve that I interrupted thee; — Wt 
prithee begin the fermon again ; — for if the firll 
fentence in it is matter of abufe, as thou' fayeft, 

I have a great defire to know what kind of pro- 
vocation the Apoftte has given. * 

/ Corporal Trim wiped his face, and returhii^ 
hls' handkerchief into bis pocket, and making a 
.ibftW; as he did it, he began again.] 
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The SERMON. 


He,br1i\vs xiii. ' 
truft we have a good coaifcien'ce. — 


^T^Rus r ! truft we have a good confcience ! 

X. Surely, if there is any thing in thia life 
which a man may depend up(m» and to the 
** knowledge of which he is capaM^ of arrivine 
** upon the moft indifputablc evidence, it muft 
be this very thing^~wbether he has a good 
** confcience or no/^ 

fl am pofittvc I am eight, quoth Or. Slop.] 

If a man thinks at? all* he .cannot well be a 
ftranger to the true Aate of this iccamuit ^•^be 
, mttft be privy to his own thoughts and defireS ; 
.-«he muft remember his i>m purftiits, and 
know certainly the true fprings and 
which, ill general, have governed the ^a^Uons 
of his life.” 

[I defy him, without an alfiftant, quoth Or* 
"HlopO 

In other nialtcis, we may be deceived by 
falfe appearances and^ as the Wife Man com- 
plains, hanUy do we gUefs aright at the things 
that am ttjion the earthy and with labour do we 
i^indjibe things that aie before us# But be^e 
*-< the ‘tnind has all the evidence and fa&s within 
“ b#felf j-^is conscious, of the Web flie' has 
— ^know8,it8 texture and iineneft, and 
exa£t iharc which every p^ii^n has bad in 
rking upon the feveral deligns which virtue 
trice has planned before licr.” 

# ^ • fThc 
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^The language is good, and I declare Trim 
t^ds very well, quoth my father.] 

‘‘ Now, — ^as confcience is nothing clfc but 
“ the knowledge which the mind has vuthin 
‘‘ herfelf of this; and the judgment, eithei of 
approbation or cenAir^ which it unavoidably 
makes upon the fucceravc adions of our lives y 
plain, you will fay, from the very terms ofr 
the propofition, — ^whenever this inward tefti- 
•• mony goes againft a man, and he ftands felf- 
** accuied, — ^that he mud: neceifarily be a guilty 
** man.— —And, on the contrary, when the rc- 
port is favourable on his iide, and his heal t 
condemns him not 5 — that it is not a matter 
of tiiifl, as the ApoflJe intimates, ^ ut a mat- 
** ter of certainty and £a£l:, that the confcicnce is 
good, and that the man muft be good nlfo.'* 
[Then the Apojlle is altogether in the wrong, 

I fuppofe, ci^th Dr* Slop, and the Frotoftant 
divine is in^^e right.— -Sir, have patience, rc^ 
plied my father, for I think it will prefcntly ap- 
pear, that St. Paul and the Protieftaat dMne are. 
both of an opinion.— -As nearly fi>, quoth Dr. 
fiOep, as eaft is to weft but this, conttaued he^ 
lifting both hands^ comes from the liberty o£ the 
pVeft. 

ft is no more, at the worft, t'epl^ my ; .uncle 
Toby, than the liberty of the putpit t for it docs 
that the fermon is printedf or ever 
likely to be. > . 

Co on. Trim, quoth my father^ 

« ^ At firft fight, this may feem to be n true 
H ftate of the cafe ; and I make no doubt but 
^ the knowledge of right and wrong is fo^lsruly 
imprciled upon the mind of man,— tiiat,^ did 
no fuch thing ever happen* as that 

. P 3 « fcieiict 
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fcicnce pf a man, by long habits of fin, 
might (as the feripture aflures us it may) infcm- 
fibly become hard ; — ^and, like feme tender 
p?rts of his body, by much ftrefs .and con- 
** tinual hard ufage, lofc, by degrees, that nice 
.fenfc and perception with which God and na- 
ture endowed it*: — Did this never happen j— 
** or was it certain that felf-lovc could never 
** hang ihe lead bias upon the judgment;—— 
or that the little interefts below, could rife up 
** and perplex the faculties of our upper rc- 
gions, and encoinpafs them about with cloud*; 
** and thick darknefs Could no fuch 
*thing as favour and afFe£lion enter this facred 

** Court: Did Wit difdain to take a 

bribe in it 5— or was afliamed to flicw its face 
as an advocate for an unwarrantable enjoy»- 
ment : — —Or, laftly, were^ we ad u red, that 
Interest ftood always unconcerned whilft 
llie caufc was . hearing,— and tlfftt paffion ne- 
ver got into the judgment-feat> and pro- 
iioupced fentence in the dead of reafon, 
which 13 fuppofed always to prefidc and deter- 
mine.uppn the cafe:— Was this truly fo, 
as .,thje . obje£lion muft fuppofe ; — no doubt, 
** then, the leligioiis and moral date of a man 
would be exactly wh«t he himfelf edeemed 
‘‘ it and the guaJt ^or innocence of every 
man’s life could be known, in general, by no 
^ better c^afure, than the degrees of his own ‘ 
** approbatfon Jtid cenfure. , 

** 1 own, in one tafe, whenever a man’s 
confcience does .accufe him, (as it feldom 
errs.ipn that fide) that he is guiU]f»; and, un*- 
Ie|s iq melrmcholy and hypochondriaok cafes^ 
'we may fefely pronounce upon it, tb»t ih^e 
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“ are always fufficient grounds for the accufa- 
tion. 

“ But the Gonverfc of the propofition will 
“ not hold true namely, that whenever, 
there is guilt, the confcience muft accufe; 
and if it does not, that a man is therefore i!r- 
nocent.-~— This is not fa£l : — ^So that the 
“ common confolation, which fome good Chri- 
ftian or other is hourly adminiftering to him- 
felf, — that he thanks God his mind does not 
** mifgive him ; and that, confequently, he has 
“ a good confcience, bccaufe he hath a quiet 
one, — is fallacious ; — and as current as the 
** inference is, and as infallible as the ri*!e ap- 
pears at firft fight, yet^ w^hen you li jk nearer 
“ to it, and try the truth of this rule upon plain 
faftsy ■ ■ ’ y ou fee it liable to fo much error 

from a falfe application j ^the principle up- 

on which it goes fo often perverted 5 the 

whole force of it loft, and fometimes fo vilely 
call away, that it is painful to produce the 
comnaon examples from human life which con- 
firm the account. 

** A man fhall be vicious and utterly de- 
‘‘ bauched in his principles exceptionable 
in his conduit to the world 5— fnall live 
ftiamelcfs, in the open commiffion of a fih 
“ which no reafon or pretence can jullify; — a 
fin, by which, contrary to all the workings, 
of humanity, he lhall ruin for ever the de- 
luded partner of his guilt; — ri>b her of her 
“ heft dowry ; — and not only cover her o^vn 
head with diflionour,— but involve a whole 
** virtuous ftfmily in ftiame and forrow for her 
fake.— Surely, you will think confcience 
^ muft lead fucb a man a troublefome life ; — 

« he 
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he can have no reft flight or day from its rc- 
proaches. 

" Alasf Conscience had fomething clfe to 
do, all this time, than break ta upon him ; 
as Elijah reproached the God Baaj,-~*^this 
domeitick was either talking, or purfuing, 
** or was in a journey, or peradrenture he flept, 
** and could not be awoke. 

Perhaps He waS gone out in company with 
** Honour -co fight a duel; — to pay oft fome 
‘‘ debt at play or* dirty annuity, the bargain of 
his luft : Perhaps Conscience, all this time, 
was engaged at home, talking aloud againft 
pdky-larceny, and executing vengeance upon 
fome fuch puny crimes as his fortune and 
** rank in life fecured him againft all temptation 
** of committing 5 fo that he lives as merrily,’’-— 
[If he was of our Church, tho’, quoth Dr. Slop, 
he could not]—** flecps as foundly in his bed 
** and at laft meets death as unconcei-ncdly 
^ perhaps much more fo than a much better 
** man.” 


[All this is impoflible with us, quoth Df. 
Slop, turning to my father,— the crfe could not 
hap]%n in our Church.— «^t happens in ours, 
however, 'replied my father, but too often.— 
I own, mioth'Dr. 4ttruck a little with my 
father’s frank ackiK)Wlcdgment)-H4bat a man in 
the £lomi(h Church may live ae badly 

theni^l^ cannot eafily die fo ■ ■’ Tis little 

ma^, replied my fn^er, wkh an air of indifi- 
fo|jHbr-4iow sr Tdifeal dies.— ——I mean, an- 
Dr. Slop, be would be denidd the benefits 
jHKe laft facraments.— Pray h6w many have 
jpi in all, faid my bncle Toby,— for I always Ipr- 
^ jfet ? ■ ■■ ■ ■ ^^ ■ S evcti, anfwered Dr. Stop. — 

Bujnpb b— • 
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Humph J — faid my uncl^ Toby, — tho’ not ac- 
cented as a note of aCqutefcence, — but as an in- 
terje&ion of that particular fpecies furprife, 
when a man, in looki^ into a drawer, finds^ 
more of a thing than heexpe<^ed.— ^Humpb! 
replibd my ufic^ Tobyt Dr- Slop, who had an 
ear, underftood my uncle Toby as well as if he 
had wrote a whole volume againft the feven ib- 
cramems.---*- ! replied Pr. Slop, 

(ftating mv uncle Toby's argument over ag^in to 
him)'~^hy, Sir, are there not feven caidinal 
virtues? — -Seven mortal fins i— Seven goltleu 
candteftidcs Seven heavens ?-^r— — ^TTis 

more than I know, replied my unde JTohy,— 
Are there not feven wonders efi the WSe-* 
ven days of the creation ?— Seven planets?-*^ 
Seven plagues tberg, are, qijoth my 

father^ with a moft affedledgravity. But prithee, 
continued be, go on with the rtft of $hy charac- 
ters, Trim.} 

- ^ Another is ibrdid, unmerciful, (here Trim 
waved his right hand) a ftratt-beartec^ idhih 
wnatcli, incapable either of private friopdfliip 
or publick fpirit- Take notice how be pafles 
by the widow and orphan in their dwefs, 

** and fiees all the mifcrics incideiU^to human 
lifistwitbowt a figh or a prayer/*~[An' ^cafe 
)!Oua Honours, cried Tiim» 1 think this a viler 
mail thafi^ Other*] . - 

** Snall^not confcicncc rife up and ding him 
on fudv occafions j , thank God there 
isino ocoafion} I pay every man. hit* own;— rl 
have no fornication to aiifw^cr to my confcience; 

« feitbiefs vows or promtfts to make upi — 

I have debauched no manV^ifeoi child: thank 
^ God, I am not as other met\> adulterers, un- 
, • * juft. 
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juft, or even as this libertine, who ftands bc- 
“ fore me. / 

A third is crafty and defigning in his na- 
ture. View his whole life»;“^i« nothing but 
a cunning contexture of dark arts and unequi- 
table fubtcrfuges, bafely to defestt the true in- 
“ tent of all laws, —plain dealing, and the fafe 

“ enjoyment of our fevexal properties. You 

“ will fee fuch a one working out a fi ime of lit- 
tie defigns upon the ignorance and pcrplexi- 
“ ties of the ,poor and needy man ; — ^(hall raife 
“ a fortune upon the inexperience of a youth, 
** or the unfufpeding temper of his fricml, who 
would have trufted him with his life. ' 

“ When old age comes on, and repentance 
calls him to look back upon this black ac- 
count, and ftate it over again with his con- 
V fciencc, — C onscience looks into the Sta- 
« TUTEs at Large i-^finds no expreft law 
** broken by what he has done perceives no 
** penalty or forfeiture of goods and chattds in- 
curred }— fees no fcourge waving over his 
headj or prifon opening its gates upon him : 
«« ■■ > What is there to affright his con- 

fcience?-;; Confciencc has got fafely 

entrenVhed behind the Letter of the Law ; 
fits there invulnerable, fortified with CASES 
and REPORTiS fo ftrongly on sU fides,— 
that it is not preaching can difpoflkls it of ittf 
^^hold."^ 

[Hcr^ Corporal Trim and my uncle Toby ex- 
chan^d looks wi^h each other.— —^^Aye, 
^ Trim ! quoth my uncle Toby, ihaking nis 

h^l,- thefe are but forry fortifications, TCm, 

O ! very pbor work, anfwered Trim, to 
what your Honour and 1 make of i€.«-^^Xhe 

chara^er 
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chara|Eler of this laft man, faid Dr. Slop, mter- 
rupting Trim, is more deteftable than all the reftj 
— and feems to have been taken from fomc pet- 
tifogging I^awyer amongft you Amongft 

us, a man’s confcience could not poiTibly conti- 
nue fo long^ blinded; — ^three times in a year, at 
leaft, he muft go to confeffion. — Will that re- 
flore it to fight, quoth my uncle Toby ? — Go 
on, Tjim, quoth my father, or Obadiah will 
have got back before thou haft got to the end of 
thy fcimon ; — ’tis a very fliort one; replied Trim. 

1 wifti it was longer, quoth my uncle 

Toby, for I like it hugely.— Trim went on.] 

' “ A fourth man fliall want even this refuge ; 

fliall break through all their ceremony of 
“ flow chicane 5— fcor;as the doubtful workings 
of fecret plots and cautious trains to bring a- 
“ bout his purpofe ;~See the bare-fticcd vil». 
lain, how he cheats, lies, perjures, robs, 

. murders ! Horrid ^But indeed much 

better was not to be expefted, in the prefent 
cafe,— the poor man was in the dark! — his 
prtelt had got the keeping of his confcience ; 
‘‘ —and all he would let Iiim know of it, iVas, 
That he muft believe in the Pope ; — go /to 
‘V Mafs j-^Tofs himfelf; — tell his beaJs be a 
good ^datholie^ and that xhhy in all con- 
was enough, to carry him' to heaven, 
he '-perjures 1-^— — -rWby; 

—he had a mental icfervation in. it. 

But if he is fo wicked alid abandoned a Wiretch 
as-yeu- reprefent him;’ — »if he fobs,— Jie 
fts^l||,(^wiU not confciciicc, An every fuch afl, 
jreoefye a. \ifouiid itfelf? Aye,— but the iftan 
bfaa .^med. it to confeffion*; — the w^ound di^ 
<f£geftstlicre; and will do well enough, and itt 
. a fliort 
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a Aiorf tiAvi be iMrite h«yed up by abftrtution. 
^'bOi^epe^! '#l*at haft'diott t<it4aibn:tibri-sj 
** when, not btmtetit wdtla tlte lOh diany nalif- 
’ *‘ lal and'‘'fi»Md hray8,'’<»bro’ whidii*' die Of 
ittan M eveay day thus treaelUfMte |to {cMf d- 
** beve idl 'things }■ ■ ' >t hoa ban witftdly fe<: d- 
** pen the wide gate of deceit before the face ,df 
this unnrary traveler, too aptvv'Qod kitotrs, 
** to go aftra^of himfelf; and sioofideitdy dpCak 
“ peace to himfelf, when there is no- peace. > '* 
Of thU the commoa inftatices which I 
*' have drawn ontt of life, are too notorious tO 
** require' mutdr* evidence. If any man doubts 
the reahty of them, or thinks it impol&ble fdf 
a man to be fuch a bubble to himfelf,—! muft 
** refer him a moment to his Own rededions, 
*' and will then venture to truft my appeal with 
** his own heart. 


'Let him confider in how diderent a dq$ree 
'**■ of detcftitiiDin, numbers of viricked' afHons 
** (land there, tho’ equaUy bad and vicioimin 
■** thejt own nmum i > — h e will fom 6adi that 
** fuch of tliem, ^ ft.ong inclination and' cu- ‘ 
**' ftom have prompted him to commit, arege-. 
Rprally,,dtrd(red out and. painted witb dU the 
falfe e^uties, ndiiclr a fbfttand>0 flittering 
** hmd eaoffiive themiy ' "<» >t»d Jbot dm odmrs, 


H tQLwbkrh he ft»>m gt 

*^mee,niaked ttad deStmejf fii>wa»(frd with 
**■ sfU the true eireumllttices o£ii;lfl%*aadrdifho* 

f* nonf'. ♦ t f «4 » »• . > . 

• *< \i%enDsFvidfiti|niied 
^ «tve, and cut off the fkirt of Ms fpl jii iywt 
b» hem* fthote Mm, for twhll 
ifiljbae v -^ir. ■>■*■>■ ] » « » in dm'iimtiwfl 
iNibfve d fakhfil mid Jisffiand 

^ ' *« be 
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he ought to hs^ve loveU and honoured) fell to 
<< make wa^ for his luft^—^where confcience bad 
fo much greater reafon to take the alarm, 
hts heart (mote him not. A whole year bad * 
** almoft paded) from the firfl: commiflion of 
** that crimCr ^ the time Nathan was fent to 
reprove him j tand we read not once of the 
** Icaft forrow or compun£lion of heart which he 
teftihed, during all that time, for what he h id 
“ done. 

“ Thus confcience, this once able monitor,— 
** placed on high as a judge within us, and in- 
“ tended by our Maker as a juft and equitable 
** one too,— by an unhappy train of eau\»s and 
impediments, takes often fuch impcrfedk cog- 
nissatice of what paftes,' — does its office lb nc- 
** gligently,-^fom€times to coriuptly, — that it i‘$ 
** not to be trufted alone ; and therefore, we fiml 
there is a neceffity, an abfolute neceffity of 
joining another principle with it, to aid, ir not 
govern, its determinations. 

So that, if you would form a juft judgment 
** of what IS oi infinite importance to you not 
“ to be milled in, — namely, in what degree of 
real meric you ftand either as an h^eft man, 

“ an ufeful citiacn, a faithful fubjeft to your 
King) or a good fervant to your God , * 
^ o^rin religion and moraJUy.—— — 

« written In the law of God? 

„„ readeft thou ? -*■>■■■■■>* ■Con* 


fult calm reafon, and the unchangeable obli« 
gfttiom of juftice and truth — .what fay 
‘‘ mmi ^ 

^ CoKscifiKCfi <heterspixie the matter upw 
reports ;-.>«and thetn if thy heart Coif^ 
M dAgms thee npt^'^hkh is the cafe the Apoftlo 
V^L.I. fuppolcs,-^ 
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fuppofes,— -the fule will be infallible ;”-*£Herc 
Dr. Slop fell afleep] — thou wilt have confidence 
towards God ; — ^that is, have juft grounds to 
* believe the judgment thou haft paiTed upon thy- 
fclf, the judgment of Ood ; and nothing 
elfe but an anticipation of that righteous fen- 
lence, which wdll be protwJunced upon thee 
“ hereafter by that Being, to whom thou art fi- 
nally to give an account of thy aflions. 

BlefTed is the man, indeed then, as the au- 
*'• thoi of the book of Ecclefiafticus exprefles it, 
•* who is not pricked with the multitude of his 
fins : Blcfied is the man whofe heart hath not 
condemned him 5 whether be be rich, or whe- 
ther he be poor, if he have a good heart (a 
** heart thus guided and informed) he lhall at 
** all tines rejoice in a cheerful countenance ^ his 
mind ftiall tell him more than feVen watch-men 
•• that fit above upon a tower on high/^— — 
pA tovret has no Itrength, quoth my uncle Tot 
by, unlefs *tis flanked.}— Irl the darteft doubts^ 
** it ftiall conduct him fafer than a thoufaild ca- 
‘‘ fuifts, and give the ftate he lives in, a better 
** fecurity foi his behaviour, than all the caUfes 
” and telViftions put together, which law-^na*- 
kers ate forced 'to multiply F^ceWli i faf, 
as things Hand \ human laws not being a mat- 
ter of original choice, but of putd 
bi^iDU^^in to fence againft the mifthievoiis e#* 
fiedts wf thofc confcletices whid^ -hre nd law 
o^tmc^hemfelves* ^ell integd&ig^, by ^ihe wa- 
^ tiy provifiotts Snad<J^ — ^tbat in all filra 

miiguided cafes, where priiifiplea tne 
<n confoi^e WilF^dt makd m 
(apply their fierce, sind, bv {he 
‘gWB*a»d balfctsj itS?^ 

• 0 £ie 
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£I fee plainly} faid my father} that, this fer- 
mon has been compo&d to be preached at the 
Temple, —or at fome Affize.— — ^-~I like the 
realbning,— and am forry that Dr. Slop has fallen* 
afleep before the time of his conviftion for it 
is now clear, that the Parfon, as 1 thought at 
firft, nevei iiifulled St. Paul in the Icaft nor 
has there been, brothei, the lead difTerence be- 
tween them.— A great matter, if they had dif- 
fered, replied my uncle Toby,— < the bed friends 
in the world may differ fometimes.— True,-— 
brother Toby, quoth my iacher, fliaking hands 
with him'; — ^we’il fill our pipes, brother^ and then 
Trim fhall go on. 

Well,— what do’d thou think of it ? laid my 
jfather, Ipeaking to Corporal Trim, as he reached 
his to^cco-box. 

1 think, anfwered the Corporal^ that the fc*- 
ven watchnmen upon the tower, who, I fup* 
pofc, are all centinels there,— are more, an^ 
jpleafe your Honour, than were neceffary ; — and, 
to go on at that rate, would harafs a regiment 
al} to pieces, which a conunanding officer, who 
Iqye^ bis men, will never do, if he can help it *, 
because two ccntincls, added the Cj^rporal, are 
good as twenty. — -—I have been a com- 
mandiog c^cer myfdf, in the Corps de Garde, a 
times, continued Trim, (ridng an inch 
ifk figure, as he fpoke,)-^and all the 
Ifimcjl bad the honour to ferve his Majcdy King 
}^Uam, in relieving the mod confiderable pods, 
i jhaft more than two in my life.— — 
Very i right, 'X'rim, quoth my uncle Toby but 
not^ coniider, Triim that the towers, in 
days, were not iuch things as pur ba- 
SitniSj; flanked and defended by otter woiks 

• (^2 this 
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fhi8> Trim} was an ^invention fioce Solomon’s 
death $ nor had they horn-works, or ravelins 
before the curtin, in his time ;~or fuch a fofse 
•'as we make, with a- cuvette in the middle of it, 
and with covered- ways and cpuilterfcarps palli- 
fadoed along it, to guard againfl ^ Coup de main : 
—So that the feveii men upon the tower were a 
party, fdare fay, from the Corps de Garde, fet 
there, not only tO look out, but to defend it. — 
*rhey could be no more, an* pleafe your Honour, 
nhan a Corporal’s Guard.— My father 
iimled ix^hmy,~bil^ outwardly ;-^tbe fu^ 

iefib betw^n my imele Toby and Corporal Ttiip 
ijcing tathdr too feiious, cortfidering what bai^ 
happened^ to make a jeft of — So puttijn|f 
hiopipe intobis mouth, which he had juft light* 

ed, he contented himfclf with ordering ’ftim 

to read on. * riad on as follows :} 

Tcf have the fear of Ood bdfore our eveg, 
^ and, m. mutual dealings With each otner^ 
to govern ouraAions by the eternal meaful^ 
of right and wrong — The firft of thefe wiH 
comprehend the duties of religion the fe* 
oond, tbofe of itiorality, which aie fo inftpa- 
r.ibly copiieftcd together, that you caiftmt di- 
vide thefe two tires, even in rfftagfuacioni 
(tho* the attempt is dfte« ttiadc In p^afiSfee; 
** Wfiiftoutbreaking and mutually deitrdyitlg^Iiem 
** bpth- 

^ } fidd ihc attemot is often 'mtlde, knd ib If 
ft tS|--uaM4}(ihcre bc'Tg nothing more commorf, 
than to fee a man who has no fenfe at alt* of 


^ rci(ftioQ,~and indeed has much haneliy| as 
m^etendto ncmiN who would take it as ^be. 
al&ofiv you but hint 
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pidop of his moral charafter,— imagine 
he wau not confcientioufly juft and fcrupulous 
to the uttermoft mite# ' 

‘‘ When there is^ feme appearanoe that it is 
fo,~tho* one unwilling eveth to fulpeft the 
appearance of fe amiable a virtue as moral 
*« honefty, yet were we to look into the grounds 
of it^ in the prefent cafe, I am perfuaded we 
** (hould 6nd little reatbn to envy fuch a ope the 
‘‘ honour of hia motive. 

Let him declaim as pompoufly as he chufes 
upon the fubjed^ it will be found to reft up^ 
on no better foundation than either his imereiL» 
bis pridci his cafe, or feme fuch lit^le and 
changeable paffion, as will give us but Imali do- 
pendenqe upon his a£tious in matters of great 
V Areft. 

^ I will illuftrate ibis by an estample* 

I know the banker 1 deal with» or the phy* 
ficiatf I ufua||y callin^*— r[^erc is no need, cried 
I>r. I^Py (waking) to call in tiiy'pbyficsan in this 
cafej--^* to be neither of them men of inuch ro- 
ligion: 1 hear them make a jeft of it every day, 
and treat all its fan£tions with fo much ftorn, 
as to put the matter paft doobt. ^ell 5-. — w. 
notwithfianding th;s, I put my fortune into 
the W#s of the anc^r^f— ^and, what is dearer 
ftillJO I Uttft »»y ^ the honeft fltiU of 

the other* 

^ Now, 'let me examine what if my teflbn 
^ far this great con6dcnce.-^Why, the firft 
I believe there is no f rob^jUjl!^ that ei- 
thjm wiB em|doy the power I pm in?- 
Jhelr hanjis to my ^ta^stthtugOf^-conB^ 
that honefty feme the p£ ihts 

1 know their fucceft in* tter world 
* Qjj depends 



i6^ fhe 

H dependfi upon the faimeis of tbeir cbara^terar 
. ^ I n a teord,— perfuaded thzt 
they cannot htnt me, without hurting them- 
fcJves more. 

But pvit it othei-wife, namely,, that intereft 
^^•lay, for once, on the other fide; that a cafe 
foould happen, wherein the ona, without ftain 
** to his reputation, could fectete my fortune, 
and leave me naked in the world that 
** th# other could fend me out of it, and enjoy 
an eftate, by my death, without difhonpur 

” to hiipfelf or his art: rin this cafe, 

what nold haVc I of either of themP-^Rc- 
^'Jigion, the llrongcft of all motives, is out 
** of the queftion Intereft, the next moft 
** powerful motive in the world, is ftrongly ar 
^ gainft n<c :-^What have I left to caft into th^ 
oppofite fcale, to balance this temptation?— 
Alas I 1 have nothing,— nothing hut what ia 
** lighter than a bubble*--*^*^! muft ly at the 
** mercy of Honour, or fpme foch eapritkma 
principle^-^thdt fecurity for two qP the moft 
valuable blclpngs I— my property and nay 
** Ufc. 

As, thosefore, wc can have no dependence 
upon ixA^rality without religion *>fe, on the 
othefr tiiere .s nothing bettei* to be ex* 
M£i;ed from religion without morality; — ^ne- 
Terthelefs, *tis no prodigy to fee a man whole 
^ real moral qharadcr Hands verv Irfw, who yet 
¥r enteitciins the high|;ft notion os Kjmfelf, in the 
^ light of a reljgi^ oa man^ 

He ihall noi only be covetous, revengeful, 
¥ iinjdacable,— But even wanting^ in poftfts Of 
¥ eofftmon hoirdt^f < vet, tnaimuch as he^t^ke 
againfl me infidelity of the 
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** z^ou« for fome points of religion,— goes CSjiilie 
*< a«day tocfaurch,— attendathefacraments,— Sd 
« amufes liimfelf villi' a few inftruniental*^]Mirt^ 
** of religion, — (hall cheat his confciemte into a . 
judgment that^ for this, he is a religious man, 
and has diftiharged truly his duty to God : 
And you wtU find that fuch a man, thro’ 
** force of this delufion, generally looks down 
« with fpiritual pride upon every other man 
** who has Icfs afFe^ation of piety,-fc-tho’, pet- 
haps, ten times more real honefty than hun- 
« felf. 

** This likevife is a fore evil under the fun ; 
** and I believe there is no one miftaken 'irinci- 
** pie, which, fot its time, has wrougl .. more 
“ ferious mifchiefs.— For a general proof of 
u this,— examine the hiftory of the Romilh 
“ Church}” — — iWell* what can you make of 
that, cried Dr. Slop .’3—“ fee wMt fcenei of 
** cruelty, murders, rapine, blood-lhed,” — tThcy 
may thank their own obftinacy, cried Dr. Slop]— 
** have all been faadified by a religioB not flxi^ly 
“ governed by morality. 

“ In how many kingdoms of the world’ —[Here 
Trim kept waving his right hand from the fer- 
mon to the extent of his arm, returning it back'- 
wards and forwards to the tondufion of the pa-, 
ragraph.] 

** In bow many kingdoms of the world 'has 
** the^orufoding fwotd of thjs miiguided faint.<i> 
<fi|raot l]^red neither age, or merit, or iex, or 
** condition ? — ■ — a nd, aa im fought under the 
** Impners of a rdigion which fet him loofe from 
** juwee and humanity, he (hewed none ; mer- 
dlefiy trampled upon both,— heard neuher 
s , » . "the 
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cries of the misfortunate. nor pitied their 
”^circ^*' , ■ 

. ^ haTei>^n in many a l)attlea pleafe your 
‘ HonopTa q,aoth Trim* fighipg, but never in fi> 
raelancboty a one as this. ■ wotdd not b<iv« 
drawn a trigger in it, agatolf tbefe poor fouls, 
—to hare been made a general officer.— Why, 
what do you underAand of the affair ? faid Dr« 
Slop, looking towards Trim with fomething more 
of conteihpt than the Corporal's honeft heart de* 
ferred.-— — — What do you know, friend, »- 
bout this battle you talk of 1 know, 

replied Trim, that I never refufed quarter in 
my life, to any ipan who cried out for it ;— 
but, to a woman or a child, continued Trip^ 
before I would level my mufleet at them, I wquld 
lofe my life a thoufand times.— ——Here's 9 
crown for thee. Trim, to drink with Obadi^ ^ 
night, quopi my uncle Toby, and I’ll give Qfaa- 
diah anhtli^ too * -- — - - G od bleis your Hqnqur,^ 
replied Trim ; — r— I had rather thefe ppor womqih 
and childreh had it.— — '^ou art an honeft 
fellow, quoth my uncle Toby.--- M y fathefi 
nodded his head, — as much as to fay,— raod ^ 
he is. — , ' . 

But prithee, Trhn- Arid my fatl^, mibe an 
end,— for I fee thou Daft 1%. a leaf or two feft>> 

Corporal Trim read on.j 

If the teftimony q 7 pail emtirries in Jtfala> 
matter isM^ot fuffitlieAtr,— cpnhder,. a$,thi8,jin<« 
'* ftant^^JMtw thd vo^ies of that relidon 
** vCry^y thinking'to do honour and fenhpt tp 
** Gpd,‘ by aOions which arq 'a ^iOionpm: 

'** {citndal to them^ves. . , ^ . v.j 

** To be convin^ of thi^ gorwitb m& f<i| 4> 
'moment, into the prifens of vta 
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—[God help my poor brother Tom.}—** Be- 
<* hold Religion^ with Mercy and Juftiee thain- 
** ed down under her feet,— — — 4hcre littittg 
** ghaflly upon a blaek tribunal, propped up 
** with racks and inilruments of torment. 
** Hark *— -hark ! what a piteous groan 
[Here Trim's face turned as pale as aflies.T — 
** See the melancholy wretch who uttered it'^ — 
[Here the rears began to trickle down.} — ** juft 
^ brought forth to undergo the angUifli of a 
mock trial, and endure the utmoft pains that 
** a ftudied ^ftem of cruelty has been ujNo’ td 
** invent.**— them all, 
his colour returning into his face as red as b'ood.} 
** Behold thi^'telpleis viftim Jel?^er^d up 
to his tormentors,— his body fo wdfted with 
^ fohow and confinement**— ——^[Oh I Vi 
my brother, cried poor Trim in a moftpaffionw 
ate exdamatioifj dropping the fenhon upon th^f 

f rodnd, and ci^phig his hands together,— 
fear *tis poor To|ti* My father’s and my un- 
cle TobVs hearts yearned with iympathy for the 
poor fellow’s diftrcfs,— etcn Slop himfelf ac- 
knowledged pity for him.-*^— — Why, Trim, 
faid my father, this is not a hiftory,-^Sis a fer- 
inon liiiou art reading ^-^prithee begin the fen- 
tcnce again. ] * — ^ ^Behold this helplefs vic- 

** tim delivered up to hH tOfttiCflitOfs,— his bo- 
**My fo wafted with forrow coitfineiftCnt, 
** you will &e every nerve and mtifcle as ir fof 
« fers. 

** Obferve the laft movement of that hofrid 
** engine f" — would rather face a cannon, 
quoth Trim, ftamping.]-! — -♦^Sec what convul- 
ilons it has thrown him into ! — Confidcr -the 
^ nature of the, pofture in which he now Hes 
* ** ftretched,— 
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ftrerchedy — what exquifite tortures he endures 
by it!”-— [1 hope 'tis not in PortngaK]^“ ’TiS 
** all nature can bear !— Good God I fee how i| 
keeps his weaiy foul hanging upm his trein- 
** bling lips !”— <[I would not read anothei line of 
It, quoth Trim, for all this world;— —I fear, 
an’ pleafe your Honours, all this is in Portugal, 
where my poor brother Tom is. I tell thfC,J’rim’j 
again, quoth my father, ’tis not an hiftorical ac-^ 
count,— ’tii a defeription.— Tis only a deferipo 
tion, bone^^ man, quoth Slop, there’s not a 
]|gord of trutii in it. ^That’s another ftory, re- 

plied my father. — However, as Trim reads it 
with fo much concern, — ^’tis cruelty to force him 
to go on with it. — Give me hold of the fermon. 
Trim,— I’ll finiih it for thee, and thou may’ft 
go. I mufk fiay and hear it too, replied Trim, 
if your Honour will allow me ; — ^tho’ I Would 
not read it mylelf for a Colonel’s pay Poor 
Trim ! qqoth my uncle Toby.— My father went 
on.] 

« — -Confider the natuK of the poftureia 
** which he now lies ftretched, — ^yhat exquiht* 
** torture he endures \n it I— ’lls.all Aature can 
** bear!-— Good Godl See how it keeps his 
** weary foul hanging upon bis trembling lips,— 
willing to take its ler^i^iMiut not to 

** depart !— Behold the unhappy wretch led 
** back to his [llign,’ thanV God, how- 

ever, quoth Trim, they have not killed him.] 
— “ See him dragged out of it again to,nMeS 
** tbe^ Sames, and the infults i^ his lad agonies, 
^ which this . principle,— —this jirincip);;, that 
” there ejan be religion without mercy, has pre- 

tn^cn. 
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{Then, thank God,— he is dead, quoth 
Trim, — ^he is out of his pain,— and they have 
done their worft at him.— O Sirs f-^Hold your 
peace, Trim, (aid my father, going on with the 
rermon, left Trim (hould incenfe I)r. Slop, — ^wc 
ftiall never have done at this rate.] 

•• The fureft way to try the merit of any dif- 
puted notion, is to trace down the confequen- 
** ces fuch a notion has produced, and compare 
them with the fpirit of Chriftianity; — ^'tis the 
^ (hort and decifive rule which our Saviour hath 
left us, for thefe and fuch like cafes^ and it ia 

“ worth a thoufand arguments. ^By their fruits 

ye fliall know them. 

“ I tVill add no farther to the length of this 
fermon, than, by two or three fhort and inde- 
pendent rules deduciblc from it. 

Firft, Whenever a man talks loudly againft 
^ religion, — always fufpeft that it is not his rea- 
^ fen, but his pauions, which have got the bet- 
ter of his Crfed. A bad life .md a good 
belief lAre difagrctable and troublefottie ncigh- 
^ hours ; and where they feparate, depend Upon 
^ ft, ’tis for no other caufe but quictnefs *fake. 
Setxmdly, When a man/ thus reprefen ted, 

** *tcUs you in any 'particular inftance, That 

fuch a thhig goes againft his confeierfee, — aU 
ways bdievfe he means etaftly the fame thihg^ 
when he tells you* Aich a thing goes againfl; 
1* hi^ ftomach^— prefeht want of appetite ^ng 
^ gdherally the true caufe of both. 

** In a word, — trull that man in nothing, who 
has'npt a Conscience in every thing. 

Atid, in 'your own cafe, remem^r this 
plain diftin€kion, a miftake in whith'^has 
^ rained 
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** rttitkd theufands,— ^hat your donfi;iience U not 
^lan' :->~No^ Ood and reafon made the law, 
and haAre'{daoed confciente within you to 
** termine not like an Aiiatick Cadi, accofd- 
'* in to the eld>s and flows of his own paflionty— 
but like a Britiih judge in this land of liberty 
** and ^d fenfe, who makes no new law, hut 
" faithfully declares that law wbigh he knours al« 
” ready written." 


FINIS. 


Thott 
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Thou hjift read tlw fermon extremely' well. 
Trim, quoth my father.-— he had %imd 
Ids comments^, replied Dr. Slop,— he would have 
read It mpeh better* i I Ihould have read tt teiv 
times better. Sir, anfwered Trim, but that my 
bean was fa fujj.— ^ That was the very 
reafon. Trim, replied my father, whieh has 
made thee tjie fermon as well as thou hail 
done; and if the clcr^ of our cbuitb, <!Onti- 
tiued my father, addrtffing htmfelf to Dr. Slop, 
would take pail in what they deliver, as deeply 

as this pool fellow has done, ^as their com- 

pofitions are fine, — deny it, quoth Dr. Slop) — I 
maintain it, that the eloquence of our pulpits, 

with luch fubjeffs to iijflame it, Wviukl be a 

model for the whole world : — But, alas * con- 
tinued my father, and I own it, Sir, with fur- 
row, th It, like French politicians in this refpeft, 
what they gain in the e^binet, they lofe in the 
field.— 7 — 'T\i ere a pity, quoth my unde, 
that this ihould be loil. I like the fermon well, 
replied my father, — ^’tis dramatic, — and there is 
fomething in that way of writing, when Wilfully 
managed, which catenes the attention.———— 
We preach much in that way with us, faid Dr. 
Slop. — 1 know that very wcU, faid my father, 
— - but in a tone and manner which difguileit 
Dr. Slop, full much -as his afient, fimply, 

could have pleafed him v— — B ut in this, a^ 

ded Dr. Slop, a little piqued,— f— our fermons 
have greatly the advantage, that we never intro- 
duce any charaffer into them below a patriarch 
or a lutriarc^’s wife, or a martyr, or a faint. 

There are fomc very bad charafkers in this, 
howet^'cr*, faid my fathei ; and t do not think the 
feril^o a }ot the woife for ’em.— ——But pray, 
VoL. I. * R quoth 
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quoth my uncle Toby, — ^whofe can this^ be ? — 
Uovir coiU<l it gjSt into my. Stevihu^ ? A man 
mull be as great a conjurer as Rtevinusy Ciid my 
father, to rcfolvc the fecond qucAion : — ^The 
firfl, I think, i$ not fo difRcult ;-~for, uitkfs my 
jitclgment ^catly deceiifes me,^ know the au- 
thor, for ^tis wrote, certainly, by theparfon of t.hc 
parifh- * ’ 

'fhe fimilitude of the ft)le and manner of it, 
with thofo my father conftantly had heard preach- 
od in bis parilh-church, was the ground of his 

conjefture, proving it as ftron;jly, as an ar- 

gurnet I priori, could prove fuch a thing to a 
philoiophick mind, That it was Yorick^s, anti no 
one’s elfe was proved to be fo h poite- 

riori, the day after, \^en Yoricic feni a fcivant 
to my uncle Toby’s houfe, to inquire .after it. 

It leems that Yorick, who was inquiGtive after 
all kinds of knowledge^ll^l borrowed Sievinus Of 
sny uncle Toby, and had careleily popped 'liii 
fermon, as fooU m he had made it, into the 
yni Jdle of Stevintii) i and by an aft of forgetful 
jiefs, to whidi he was everfubjeft, he had font 
Stevjnus home, and his fernYon to keep him comf- 


Ill-fated fermoni l^^au^lpraft loft, kfter thb 
S^coverv ibec, a ireppti thro* 

%ii uniufoefted iiffure hi Ibv On^jler’s pocket, 
tdehsm litto a trCaCheroiur ma .h ttfttefed iining 
-r— — -trod deep into the dirK by the left hind 
/pQ|t of his Hofin^tc^ inhumanly npen 

thi^psthou folledft;-<«~t»drtecrten 
r up out of it by a'begga^<i^«»ft|| fbr^e 

fchijy to a parlfo*deik,^--^tratislii^^ 4o 
^n,~— 4ou fer ever Uiy owt^, 

lidtir ^ Us days,-— nor jcftoxc^ to bfc 
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Ar\>rs tijl this \cry moment, that I tell the 
Horld the llory. . 

Can the leader Believe, that this feimon of 
Yoi ick*s >\AS pijeac.faed^t anuftiz:^ in the cathedra) 
of \ork, beffW ^ 5 ^ thpufoftd \v1tiidfe, ready tc> 
give oath 0^ *t^Jiy ^ certain 01 eberf^ny or (Bit 
cJuiiph, ami aaualh pniitea by him u hen he 
!iul done, — ind witliiii lo fhort a fpice«ut^o 

ycars) amj. three months a'’tti YoricC^ dcith. 

Voricb, n^dcctl, was nevei beuu feivcd m ! s 
itfe it was a little bard to nnltreat linn 

altci, and pluudci him after he w as laid m Hs 
grave* 

Howcvqi, the gcntletrn^i, wind'd it, was 
in^|ieife4^ charuy with Yo^kk,— and, n’*confci^ 
pimted W a few copies to give a* 
way i— rand tl^at, I told^ he could moieover 
‘ have made as go^ a oi|e himfelf, ba<li^ be thoi^hr 
^t^rrrr^ dwla«c„t not npblmicd 

4fts. ane^ote to the woilS <K) 1 pwb- 

It, intent tQ hprt hS^hafaftei aild 

Ac 

btfS X find myjcfr impcBcd by two 
wjrfifcmd. 

The foft IS, Tnat, ia doing juflice, Tf 

tfi y v-»- which, -r!as tm 

otheis^>hevc,~iun 

* h ty Oj?^ 

Ktfhif «9ry ,tf ti|e,^rUr»l ^am an opportumt^ Ox 

ifl calp^thc awraScr 
«4| t^iii Taoiflc ot fii!> ft 1 mam 

1^4»7rwaje s^<e 4iow ip;_ toe poffeflSoh 6f 
Fai»»(y^ as many, as wjjl nialc 4 
yo*»u»c, at the Vorw’s fen ice,— awl 
•ilKiRP »»« "^ay tbey do it. 

R a C fi A P. 
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f 

O BABltAlT gajal^ tHe two^rdlvns wufiout 
^ diipij^e ; for he came Vlith all 

the indruments in the green bajiS hag fpoke 
of, flung acrofs his body, juft m coiporal Tiu4 
‘u^t out of the room. 

It i% ^ow proper, 1 think, quoth Dr. Slop, 
j(clearinj; up nfe, tools) as m e are in a conditioii 
to be oriome fervice to Mis. Shantfy, to fend up 
il^ahs to know boiy flje goes on. 

I have ordere<i(, aofwered my father, the olj 
midwife to come dqwn to us uj^n the leall difli' 
Utdty }-*— 4bt you muft hnow, Dr."l^}Qp, conti* 
itnd mj father, with a perpkxed kind of a 
fmUo ujgonbU count^ance^ that hy exprefs tr^-. 
ty,* fl)lemnly ratified" between mb and my wlj^ 
}ou aie no more than an auxiliary in this atfair 
•—and npt fo much as that,— unlefs the lean old 
mother of a mtin^ above flairs c;tnnot do with> 
out you.— —women have their particular 
fancies} and in^ints^^ this nature, cqntii)u^ 
my father, wher« they bear the^whple, pprdem 
and fufler io much acute fail) for tte 
of Qui families, and thej|W>d of t|tf!j| ;^<;ie|i,— 
they «Uim a right of dectdtn& eu l^os»Ofiiaes,J^ 
whofe bamb, and in they w 

underg(^|t. * ) 

'fhev’ are. in tbo jighf of it,!— quoth my 
T4%. But, Sir, rej^ied Hr. not t^tm^ 
stolib; of my uncle Toby’s opinion,^ bat t!uinin|l 
to' my fbthcr,— they had better govern Ip other 
points )— and a fiatha* of a family, who wiflies 
Its perpetuity, in my opinion, nad better «x« 
^ chimge 
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change this prerogative with tbemi and give up 
feme other rights, in lieu of ‘1 know 

not| ^uoth my ihther, anfwering aiittle too tefti- 
]y, to be quite dilpaffionate in what he faidf~ 
1 know .not, quoj^ he^ what w-.l|^ve hit tgf 
give up« rn'Ilcu' i^ who (hall bring ourchildrejh 
into the worldj~unIcf8 that— of who, ihall "tre- 

S ;t them.^— One would almoft give up any 
ing, replied I)r. Slopv— 1 facg your pardon^— 
anfwijred my uncle loby.— Sir, replied Dr. 
Slop, it would aftoniOi you, to ktow what im- 

E rovements we have made of late y^rs in all 
ranches of obftetrical knowledge, but particu- 
larly in that one (inglfe point of the fafe and ex- 
peditious extraflion of the foetus , — vfl ich has 
received fuch lights, that, for my part, (hold*' 
Ing up his hands) I declare^ I wonder how the 
world has — I wirfi, c]^uoth my uncle Toby, you 
had feen what prodigious ariaies we h^ in Flan** 
dersl 


CHAP- XtX^ 

I Have dt'opped the curtain over this l£ene fbr 9 
minutej — to remind youV>f oneghing, — ^aiuj 
ro’tnfotm^ you of another. 

^ What 1 nave to inform you, qomes, I own, a- 
fitdc out of fts due- ^burie for it fhould have 
been toIU a hundred and fifty pages ago, but that 
I forefaw then, ^twould come in pat hereafter,, 
and be of fnore adv^tage here than ellew^rc., 
-Writers had need look before theitl to Kdeji 
up the fpitia aud conn^Bion Of iVhaf t^cy have 
in band. ' kr 

WSen ihefc tV/o things are ddne^*-*lhc cui'-r 
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lie up again, ftoffmy uhde ^Tni 

'ri^ fath<;H' -Ur* ^!up {hall go on ’with 
Ineirilribcbrffe, ti^ithoilt any itiore ^i^terniptWHa" ^ 
Firft, thipn, '4^^® ttiatter which" 1 have to 
mifd you-^^ is this,--*-*^ThaJfirfro^^ tlieljidfci- 
iufens of fin^hlarity in mf fathtSrS nottons in the 
point of Chriltian namcsi and that other ^point 
|)reviotis tliertH^Oy— )ou was led^ I think, into an 
totiiion, (and I am tore I faid ns much) that my 
father was a ^ntleman altogether as odd and 
wbimficai hi’ fifty other opinions. In truth, 
ther^ was not d ftnge in the life of man, ft'qm 
th^tery fiMt aft'ofhis begetting,— -iJown to the 
lemi and 6ippcttd pantaloon in his fecond cbild- 
ifhnefsi’but lie had fome favourite notion to him- 
fnringing out of it, as Iceptical, and as far 
fMt* of Ae ^mgh<>w!(y of thinking, as tbefet%fO 
Vhich ifceh QB>1aKied.^ 


, Shan^/ihy father;’ Sir, 'would fee 

tiOfhing in Ihe H^t in which ’Others phiced it } 
— ‘ho pUc^' things' in hb own light j—^^wmild 
weigh lilting in eotnmon fcalesj — ’•no,— he was 
t(>o refltie4 a refeatcher to ly o{>eA to fo grafb an 
iftipofidoh.-*— come at the exfuSt weight of 
things in the fci^tilic fteel-prd, * the fdlcruin, 
he would il^rfld lit alinoft intfhlUe, to 
avoid ilH fri^ion frdlh popiiM ‘tcnetv {‘^without 
this, die mi}i#|^,*o& phl^phy,' Hrhiuh fhoUid 
hSvnfi tbrn the b0adce, '%ill 'haw Jha* wmght at 
aj.'-‘A**4Knoi#l«tge, Hkd 'niatter, ho ^uid' af- 
'fifttij, wits' diviiSble'‘iii iitfinijtmn }-‘^bat the giuiiu 
and ‘^r^tples wore as nnHeh'a parcwf it, wdie 
gnjUlli^iOti of the whole world . ■ ■■ Si l o 0 word, 
'uflWouId lay, enpr was efror,--^nD •anatter 
mKni it fehH^’^wbetlKSr in • frafijoA,v-«r » 
'wand^'tw^ ali&e fatal to tnith, mid die wm 
*' ■ Jtt®a 
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k«^l flovra ftt the bottom of her well as inovita* 
blv by a mtllake^ in the^ of a bu^terifllj^’s 
'nincTr— as ui the 4iQt pf fun, th]^X||Oon, 

ail the Aais of bcaven pii< ||p ^ eth|r. ^ ^ ^ 

He tirould offinfi Jatnent, that it yras for mnj^ 
of confidering' thbl ^perly, and ot applying it 
fkiKulIy to citih matters, as well as to i^eculatire 
truths, that fo many things in this w’orld, weie 
out of joint ; — that the political arch was giving 
way that thp very foundations of our 

rellcnt conftitution, in church and ilat^, tfcxe fo 
fapped, as eftimators had repotted. 

You cry out, he would fay, we arc-^a ruined, 
undone people. — ^Why ? — ^he wou)d aft, making 
ufe of the forites or fyllogihn of Zeno and Chry> 
fnpus, without knowing it belonged to them. — 
Why? why are we a ruined people iir..Becaufe 
■we are coirupted. — ^Whence ,is it, dear Sir, that 
we are corrupted ? — — Becaufe wo are needy j 
—our poverty, and not our wills, confent,— 
And drheref9re» he would add,— are we needy ? 
•——From the negle^, hp lyould anfwer, of 
our pence and our half-pence : —Our bank- 

notes, Sir, our guineas,— nay, our (hillings, take 
care of tlimfelves. 

' Tl< ^e fame, he would fiiy, thfoughout the 
whfole circle of tmfciences the great, the 
dlabhftmd poipt^ wthem, are not to be broke 
in upoiN— — Istwa of nature will 'defend 
themfelves r— error— (he would add, 
doeking eanieftly at my mother)— —error, Sit, 
steeps in tbrof die minute bokt, and fmall de- 
vices, which human nature leaver unguarded- * 
This tummf thinking in my father, is what 1 
had to remiod you of i—^The* point you are 

to 
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to^bc informed of, and whk?h I have refcrvcd for 
tbia place, isL as fpllows : 

the niaty^ an 4 eiceHcnt rcafbns^ 
,with whicli my fathei^had urged my mother to 
ttficept of Pr# Slop’s affiftance prjcfierjWy to that 

of the old woman,, thci:e was one of a very 

fingulai: nature } which, when he bad done ar- 
guing tlie matter with her as a ChriAian, and 
came to argue it over again with her as a philor 
fopher^ — ——he had put his whole Arcngth tq^ 
dvpen 4 ti)g indeed upon it as bis Iheet anchor^ 

— ; I t failed him 5 though from no defe£l im 

the argument itfelf; but that, do what be could^ 
he was not able for his foul to make her compre- 
hend the drift of it. Curfed luck! — faid 

he to himlelf, one afternoon, as he walked out 
of the room, after he had 4>eeQ Aatmg it foi an 
hpur and a half to ber» to no manner of pur- 
pofc ■ ■■■—■ ■ cuffed luek f faid he^, biting his lip, 
as he fliut the door, — for a man to be inaAcr of 
one of the 6 neft chains of realbning in nature^, 

" a nd haare a wife at the fame time with fueb 

a head-piece, that he cannot hang up a Angle in- 
ference witbin-fide t>f it, to lave his foul from 
deilruiftion. ^ 

7'his argument, fhou|^ it was mtirely loA 

upon my mother, - weight wtOi 

him, t|ian^ his other joined jj^ogo-^ 

thcr.— -r-I will therefore enacaVour ja da it 
ftice,*-^nd fet it forth with all the ^Ipicuity 
am maA^ of*. * . ^ 

t hcr fet out iqwii the 
wring axioms : 

That an ounce of a man’s «wn wit» Ws 
on ot other people’s j ^nd, * 
ly, (which, by the by, 'was iSe 

ground*^ 



ground-work of the firft axiom,— -tho’ it comes 

lart) ^That evew man’s ★it muft cortls 

from every itiati^ om fold,-— and* no Other 
body’s. 

Npw, as it was pikito to my father, that all 
fouls Were by nature equal, — and that the grea't 
difference betw'eOn the moil acute and the mofi 
obtiife underftdndine,— was from no original 
iharpnefs or biuntneu of one thinking fubftance, 
above or below another,— —but aiofe merely 
fiom the lucky or unlucky organisation 'of the 
body, in that part where the foul principally’ took 
up her refidence — ^he had made it the Of 

his inquiry to find out the identical placid. 

Now, from the heft accounts he had been able 
to get of this matter, he was fiitisfied it could 
not be where Des Cartes had fixed it, upon the 
top of the pineal eland of the brain t wntch, ai 
he philofirohieed, rormed a cufliiOn for her aboM 
the fiee of a marrow pea v ■ ■ t hought to f^k 
thh truth, as to many nerves did terminate aU in 
that one place,— *twas no bad ctdijef^ure^ 
and my father had certainly fallen with that 
great phllofopher plumb into thh centre of the 
miitabe, had it not been for my uncle Ttd>y,-<- 
who (;efctied him out pf it, by arfiory he told him 
of a* Walloon Officer at the battle of I.anden, 
who bad one part of his brain ffiot away by a 
muffiet>balf«— dnd 'Vnt^cr paft of it taken out 
after by a Fretiith Surgeon; and, after aH’, reco“ 
vored, and did his duty very well without ft. 

if death, fildft'tny father, reafonuig Ykh him-^ 
felf, is nothipg but the foparation of "the foul’” 
from the bo<!y }— and il is true, that peo- 
piucao walk about, and do their bufinefs wimouf 

brains,— 



bfaJfes,"*— »— -tli«n cartes the foul does not inha- 
Kt'tbere. .Q^E. D»- ^ > 

As for ifaat certain very fifotile^ and ve* 
• tj fragrant Juicfe irbich CogHoniflnno ^rri, the 

S reat MilafldSi« phyitcian, affirmsi^ in m .iettcr to 
arthoHne, to hare difcoweretl the cellulae of 
the occipital parts of the cerebeHum^ and ’which 
be likeways affirms to be the principal (cat of the 
reafonable foul (for, you mud knowi in thcfc 
later and more enlightened ages, ttere are two 
fouls in every man living,— ~the one, according 
to the great < Metheglingius, being called the 
Aatmus,* the other the Anima j)t— ♦.'-• as for the 
Of»nionr'l fof, of Borri,— my fatlies could tterer 
ftihforibe to'it by any 'means;, the reryddea of 
fo noble, do sehmud, (o inMuaterial, and fo exalted 
p being es foe Aifoira, or erenebe Animus, taking 
up bei* eeiidepcc, and iitting tbdfoiing, like a tadr 
polc) htl d«y»loog, bofo fummeeiMad !rinter,^itx 
a puddle, «*—Qfdn a liquid «f any kin^.^pr 
thick okj foin\ foever, he would foy,* ihoel^fofo 
imagiftatfon ( hptwotdd fcarce give the db^rinnm 
bearing. >' > < 

' 'Whati foeiffore; feem’d foe leafl tUaUeriW 
objefitaons of any, was^ that foe ebief.^eQfoftittiRf 
or hoad-qiFarteiwo^ forfoid, andUto'^^taMfo pbuc* 
all inteUtgences wer«i|.fopred; 'hnd ffom'wbcflietf 
all her RKiyddies were {tlued,— rwah or nm, 

the cerebai^«m,'4^mlbe^fofoew4el•!ibbgu^ 
mddsfor otdongatib wherciHrHt ihfs^p»m31if a- 
greeddm^nA apaton^iH 
PlPiuft jfifom an tbqprftnedf 
IfHAteaed, like ftreets and winding idleystrintd a 
iqenit. ^ , V 

i:6o iit there w^Wbmg^gjdwlireny^lMb^ 

bad the bed M phslw^ht^ Af 
< ^{| 
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all ages and clitnateS) to go along with him. 

—But here he took rosld 0f his 

iettinc; up another Shandeatt hvpDihefi* ^pon 
the ^ cornor-ftoiics they had laid for him ; 
and wfaich> Oki bjf|)othfeiis equally ftood itM 
ground ; whether the iubtiky and finenefa of thh 
foul depeiuled tipon the temperature and cleai^si. 
neis of the faid liquor^ or of the finer neNWork 
and texture in the cerebellum itlclf 
pinion he favoured. 

He maintained, that, next to the doe cafe to be 
taken in the a£b of propagation of each inJivi* 
dual, which requited all the thought in the 
world, as h laid the foundation of this inco*^ pre» 
hcnfible contexture, in which wdt, memory, fan* 
cv, eloquence, and .what ib ufually meant by the 
name of good natural parts, do confift ;^that, 
next to this and his Chnfiian name, which were 
the two original and moft eiBcaciotis catifes of 
all that the third caufe, or rather what 

logidans call the Caufa fine qua non, and with- 
out wh'cb, all that was^lone was of no manner 
of fignificancc, — was the prefervation of this de- 
licate and fine*-fpun web, fiom the havock which 
was genemlly made in it by the violent cotnpref- 
fion and erufli which tht nead was m*a<le to un- 
dergo, by the nonfonfical method of bringing us 
iata the wor Idt by ebatr pan fbremdft* 
seqaiserexp]anatH>».< 

1% fitthcT) wtov^j^d into aH kmdd of bookt^ 
ihpon lookmgt iwr Idthop^sdus Seifonefifis de 

by Adiianus Smeivogr, 
t > bad 

*■ *. 
is hert Ptvici mjjfatm tt/- 
thjiMduiJbmitl ks •u/railf fkas^ LuhT^xdii 
* • Icgh^ 


ffh The Life and Opinions of 

had found out, 'fhat the lax and pliable ftjtc of 
a child's head in parturition, the bones of the 
cranium having no futmes at that time, wa^ 

fuch, that by force of the woman’s cfl'jrts, 

which, in ftrong labour-pokis, Was equal, upon 
a(n average, to the weight of 470 pounds averdu- 

poife a<^mg perpendicularly upon it; ^it fo 

happened that in 49 inftances out of 50, the faid 
head was cOmprefled and moulded into the ihape 
of an oblong conical piece of dough, fuch as a 
paftry-cook generally rolls up in order to make a 
pyc of.—— ——Good God ! cried my father, 
what havock and deftruiflion mud this make ia 
the infinitely fine and tender texture of the cere- 
bellum ! — ^Or if there is fuch a juice as Borri pre- 
tends,— is it not enough to make the cleared 
liquid in the world both feculent and mothery f 
But how great was his apprehenfion, when he 
further underfiood, that this force, a^ing upon 
the very vertex of the head, not only injured the 
brain itfelf, or cerebrum, — but that it neceilartly 
fquee2ed and propell’d the cerebrum ^towards the 
cerebellum, which was the immediate feat of 

the underdanding. Angels and mxnifters 

of grace tlcfend us ! cried my father,— can any 
foul withdaiid this ihock ?— -No wonder 


Jeott* * The Jicond mijietie tSy that thb •Litbofadits 
it not an attthar, but a drawing iff a pitrified ihiid. 
The arcoufit of thisy fnfhliftm by ^AlbifiiUy ijfSd', 
mm he feen at the end jf Cordaudt ^ttSrks in S^athit/t* , 
iSfr. Trijlram Shandy hat been led^ into this error 
either from feeing Lilhopadus^ s name ^ late in a 
eataUgue of learned writers in Dr.‘ — — » >» , or ky nnf- 
taking LUhopneAis for TriftHhveUius^^rom ibt toe 
great fmlliiude of the nawesm 
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the intellcdlual web is fo rent and tarterM as wc 
ice it ; and that fo many of our beit heads ate 
.. no better than a puzzled ikein of li}k, — rail per*- 
pkxity,*^all confufion within fide. 

But when my father read on, and was let into 
the fecret, that when a child was turned topfy- 
turvy, which was eafy for an operator to do, 
and was extrafted by the feet ; — that inftcad of 
the cerebrum being propellM towaids the cere- 
beJlum, the cerebellum, on the contrary, was 
propcird fimply towards the cerebrum, where it 
could do no manner of hurt : — - - — ^By hea- 
vens 1 cried he, the world is in a confpiracy to 
drive out what little wit God has given us. -~- 
and the profeflors of the obftetrick art art lifted 
into the fame confpiracy.-— —What is it to 
me which end of ray fon comes foremoft jnto 
the world, provided all goes right after, and Lis 
ecrcbcllum efcapes uncrulhed ? 

It is the nature of an hypothcfis, when once 
a 'man has conceived it, that it airimilate:> e\ery 
thing to itfdf as proper nouriftimeiit ; and from 
the fiift moment of your begetting it, it gene- 
rally grows the llrongcr by every thing you fee, 
hear, read, or uiideittaud.— This is of great 
ufe. • 

When my father was gone with this aloul a 
month, there was fcarcf a phenomenon of ftu- 
pidity or of genius, whim be could not readily 
folve by it ;*~-r-it actoimtcd for the ddeft fon 

being the greateft blockhead in the family.- - 

Poor devil, he would fay,— he made way for 
the capacity of his younger brothers.— It unrid- 
dled she obfervation of drivellers and monftrqus 
beads>vn,^cwing, a piiori, i! could not be other- 
wifc,- ^ ■ " Unlcfs * * * I doa^t know* wbat . It 

VoL.I. • S wonderfully 
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wonderfully cxpl«nnM and accounted for the a- 
cumcn of the Afiatick genius, and that fpright- 
licr turn, and a more penetrating intuition of 
. minds, in waimer climates ; not from the loofe 
and common -place folution of a clearer fky, and 

a 'more perpetual fun-fliine, ,&c. ^which, for 

aught he knew, might as well rarify and dilute 
the faculties' of the foul into nothing by one ex- 
treme, — ^as they are condenfed in colder climates 

by the other 5 but he traced the affair up to 

its fpring-head, fliew’d that in warmer cli- 

mates nature had laid a lighter tax upon the 

faireft parts of the creation ; their pleafures 

more ; the ncccffity of their pains Icfs, info- 

much that the preffurc and refillance upon the 
vertex was fo flight, that the whole organization 

of the cerebellum was prefer ved ; ^nay, he 

did not believe, in natural births, that fo much 
as a Angle thread of the network was broke or 
difplaced,— fo that the foul might juft aft as fhe 
liked. 

When my father had got fo far, what a 

blaze of light did the accounts of the Cscfarcan 
feftion, and of the lowering geniiifes, who had 
come fafe into the world by it, call upon this 
hypothefis Here you fee^^ he would fiy, there 
was no injury done to;the fenforium j — ^no pref- 
fine of the liead againft the pelvis ; — ^no propul- 
fion of the cerArum towards the cerebellum,' 
either by the os pubis on this fide, or the os co- 
xygis on that ; — an(4 pray, what were the happy 
confequences ? Why, Sir, your Julius Csefar, 
^who gave the operation a name ; — and your Her-" 
ines Trifmegiftus, who was born fo before ever the 
operation had a name ; — ^your Scipio Africanus ) 
your Manlius Torquatus ; our Edward the &ctb^ • 

~wJio, 
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—who, had he lived, would have done the fame 
honour to the hypothclls — -'rhefe, an<l 

many more, who figur’d high in the annals of 
fame, — ill came fulc-way, Sir, into the world. . 

This incifion of the abdomen and utcius, run 
for fix weeks together hi nny father’s head 
he had read, and was fatislit'd that, wounds in 
the cpiiMdrium, and thofe in the matri\, were 

not moital; fo that the belly of the mother 

might be opened extiemely well to give a pafTage 

to the child. lie mentioned the thing one 

afternoon to my mother,— merely as a matter of 
fa£l: ; — ^but feeing hei turn as pale as afaes at the 
very mention of it, as much as the opc' 'tioii 
flattered his hopes, — he thought it a . well lO fav 
no more of it, contenting himfelf with ad- 

miring — what he thought was to no puipofe to 
propoie. 

I'his was my father Mr. Shandy’s hypothefis $ 
concerning which I have only to add, that my 
brother Bobby did as great honour to it (what- 
ever he did to the family) as any one of the great 

heroes we fpcak of: ---For happening not 

rinly to be chiiften’d, as I told you, but to be 
born too, when my father was at Epfom,— being 
moreover my mother’s lirft child, — doming into 
the world with his head foremoft,— and turning 
out afterwards a lad of wonderful flow parts. — 
my father fpelt all thefe together into his opinion j 
and as he had failed at one end,— he was deter- 
mined to try ihc other. 

This was not to be cxpe£ked from one of the 
fiflerhooii, who are not cafily to be put out ol 
their Way, — ^-and was therefore one of my fa- 
ther’s t,i^at reafons in favour of a man of fciencc, 
whom he could better deal with. 

• S 2 


Of 
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Of all men in the world, Dr. Slop was the 

fitteft for my father’s purpofe; for tho’ his 

new-invented forceps was the aimoiir he had pro- 
. ved, and what he maintained to be the fafeft iii- 
lliument of deliverance, — -yet it feems, he had 
fcatteicd a word or two in his book, in favour 
of the very thing which ran in my father’s fancy j 

t bo’ not with a view to the foul’s good in 

extra£l:ing by the feet, as was my father’s fyftem, 
—but for reafons merely obftetrical. 

This will account lor the coalition betwixt 
my father and Dr. Slop, in the enfuing difeourfe, 
which went a little hard againft my uncle Toby. 
^In what mannei a plain man, with no- 
thing but common fenfe, could bear up againft 
two fuch allies in fcience, is hard to con- 

ceive.— —You may conjefturc upon it, if you 
pleafe, — and whilft* your imagination is in mo« 
• tiou; you may encourage it to go on, and difeover 
by wnat caufes and effe£ls in nature it could 
come to oafs, that my uncle Toby got his mo- 
defty by the wound he received upon his groin. 
—You may raife a fyftem to^ account for the 
lofs of my nofe by marriage articles,— and 
(hew the world how it could happen, that I fliould 
have the mftfortune to be called Tristram, in 
oppofition to my father u hypothefis, and the wifli 
of the whole family, God-fathers and God-mo- 
thers not excepted.- — - T hefc, with fifty other 
points left yet unravelled, you may endeavour 
to folvc, ir you have times—— —but, I 
you before-hand, it will be in vain,— for not 
‘ the fage Alquife, the magician in Don Beli- 
anis of Greece, nor the no lefs famous Urgan- 
da^ the forcerefs, his wife, (were they alive) 

could 
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could pretend to come within a league of the 
truth. 

The reader will be content to wait for a full 
explanation of thefe matters till the next year,— 
when a feries of things will be laid open whicit 
he little experts. 


End of the Second Volumb, 
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‘CHAP. I. 

«-' — ** T Wish, Dr. Slop,” quoth my uncle 
I Toby (reputing his wifli'for Dr. Slop 
a fecond time, and with a ^ree of 
more zeal and earneftnels in his manner of wi{h> 
ing, than he had wiibfcd at firft*)— -** I wilh^ 
** Dr. Slop,” quoth my uncle Toby, “ you had 
feen what prodigious armies we had m Flan- 
« ders.” 

My uncle Toby’s willi did Dr. Slop a diilervice 

which his hdart never intended any man. 

Sir, it confounded him ' ■ Aand thereby putting 

h» 
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hlb ideas Crft into confufion, and then to flight, 
he could not rally them again foi the foul of 
him. 

In all difputes, — male or female, — whethei foi 
lionour, for profit or for love, — ^it makes no dit- 
fcrence in the cafe; — nothing is more diiigti- 
ous, madam, than a wifh coming fidcwajs m 
this unexpefted n*annci upon a niMi: the liini 
way in general to take ofl the foict of the wiiii, 
is, for the party wifhed at, inftantly to get up 
upon his legs, — and wifh the wifher fomething in 
return, of pretty near the fame value ; — fo ba- 
lancing the account upon the Ipot, you ftand as 
you were, — ^nay, fometimes gain the advantage of 
the attack by it. 

This will be fully illuflrated to the woild in 
my chapter of wiflies.— 

Dr. Slop did not underftand the nature of this 
defence;— he was puzzled with it,, and it put 
an entire flop to the difpute for four minutes and 

a half ; five had been fatal to it : my 

father faw the danger the »difpute was one 
of the mod interefting difputes in the world, 

Whether the child of his prayers and endea- 
vours fhould be born without a head or with 
one a He waited to the laft moment, to 

allow Dr. Slop, in wnofe behalf the wifli was 
made, his light of returning it; but perceiving, 
I fay, that he was confounded, and continued 
looking with that perplexed vacuity of eye which 
puzzled fouls generally ftarc with, — ^firft in my 
uncle Toby’s fice — then in his — ^then up— -thtn 
down-then eaft — eaft and by caft, and fo on, 
— coafting it along by the plinth of ‘the wainfeot, 
till he had got to thfe oppofite point of the com- 
pafs, — ^and that he had actually begun to count 
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the brafs nails upon the arm of his chair,—. — - 
my father thought there was no time to be loft 
with my uncle Toby, fo took up the difeourfe as 
follows. 


CHAP. II. 


<( 



11 AT prodigious armies you had in 
Flanders !” 


Brother Toby, replied my father, taking his 
wig fiom off his head w'ith his right hand, and 
with his left pulling out a ftriped India handker- 
chief from his riglit coat-pocket, in order tc rub 
his head, as he argued the point witji my uncle 
7’oby c 

> — Now, in this I think my father was 

much to blame; and I will give you my rcufons 
for it. 


Matters of no more feeming coijfcquence in 
themfelves than, Whether my father Oiould 
J\ave tal cii off hivS wig with his right hand or with 
his left,” — have divided the greateft kingdoms, 
and made the crowns of the monarchs who go- 
verned them, to totter upon their hpads. — But 
need I tell you. Sir, that the circumftances. with 
which evety thing in this world is begirt, give c- 

very thing in this world its fize and fliape ! 

and, by tightening it, t)r relaxing it, this way or 
that, make the thin^ to be, what it is — great — 
little — good — bad-^indiffVent or not indifferent, 
juft as the cafe happens ? 

As my father^s India handkerchief was in his 
right coat-pocket, he ihould by no means have 
fuffered his right hand to have got engaged : on 
the contrary, inftead of taking off his wig with 

iN 
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h, as he did, he ought to have committed that 
entirely to the left 5 and then, when the natural 
exigency my father was under of rubbing his 
head, call’d out for his handkerchief, he would 
have had nothing in the world to have done, 
but to have put his right hand into his right coat- 
pocket and taken it out , — ^which he might have 
done without any violence, or the lead ungracc- 
ftil twid in any one tendon or mufcle of his whole 
body. 

In this cafe, (unlefs indeed my father had been 
refolved to make a fool of himfelf by holding the 
wig ftifF in his left hand — or by making fomc 
non fen fi cal angle or other at his elbow joint, or 
arm-pit) — his whole attitude had been.eafy — ^natu- 
ral — unforced : Reynolds himfelf, as great and 
gracefully as he paints, might have painted him 
as he fat. 

Now, as my father managed this matter, — 
confidcr what a devil of a figure my father made 
of himfelf. 

In the latter end of Queen Anne’s reign, and 
in the beginning of the reign of King George the 
fi* ft— — “ Coat-pockets *re cut very low down 
in the fkirt^” — need lay no more : — tnc father of 
mifehief, had he beer hammering at it a mdnth, 
could not have contrived a worfc fafhion for one 
in my father’s fituation. 


c T Mp. m. 

I T was not an cafy matter in ai^ king’s reign, 
(unlefs you ^er^ as lean a fubje£); as mylelf) 
to have forced your hand diagonally, quite acrofs 
your whole body^ ib as to gain the bottom of 
I ‘ your 
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3 our oppofite coat-poclct. Jn the year one 

thour:.Jul ftvon huntheJ and eighteen, whin tins 
Ii ippeiicd, it was cxliemc^y dilFicult ; fo that 
V hen ny iMidc Toby difeovered the t» iiifveirc 
. i;4;-/aprgti V of my falliei\s .»^'iproachrs tow.j’ds it, 
jt ioflamly Uroiight into his mind thofe he had 
dnue chit) in, Udore the gate of St.' Niclu'las; — 
ti'e idea of v/hiih, dr^w oil' his attention fo en- 
t’iely from the luhjccl in debate, that he bad gc^t 
In-, light hand to (he hell, to ring iip Trim, to go 
and fetch his ra^p of Namur, and his comprills 
and lector along wdth It, to meafiTiT the remrn- 
ing anples of the traieifesof that nttack,~biit 
jm-ticul nly of that one, where he icceivi-d his 
wound upon his groin. 

y^y father knit his brows, and as he knit 
them, all the blood in hh body feemed to rufli up 
imo his face. — My untie Toby difmounted iniine- 
diatvly. 

—I did not app/efiend j^ur uncle Toby was 
o’ horfcback. — 


CHAP. IV. 

A Man’s body and his mind, \vith the 11 1- 
nioft reverence to both I fpcak it, ate ex- 
a6Uy like a jerkin, and a jerkin’s lining ; — rum- 
ple the one,~you rumple the other. There is 
one certain exception, however, in this cafe, and 
that is, when you are fo fortunate a fellow, as to 
have had your jerkin m^de of a gnmtalK ta, and 
the body-Uuing to it,, of a farccnct 01 ilim per- 
iiain 

Zeno, Clcanthes, Diogenes ri.ihylonius, Diony- 
fius HcracIeoteSJ Anripater, Painetius and Polfi- 
VoL. I. T donius 
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donius amoiigft the Greeks;— ^Cato and Varro ^nd 
Seneca aitionglHhe Romans rantenus and Cle- 
mens Alexandrtnus and Montaigne among/l the 
Chriftians ; and a fcorc and a half of good, ho- 
neft, unthinking, Shandean people as ever lived, 
^g^oife names I oan^t recoil eft, —all pretended 
that their jerkins were m ide after this faihioii ; 
—you might have rumpled and crumpled, and 
doubled and creafed, andfieitcd and fridged the 
outfide of them all to pieces ; — in fliori, you 
might have played the very devil ^vith them, 
and at the farne time, not one of the infidcs of 
'em would have been one button the worfe, for 
all you had done to them. 

I believe in my confcicncc, that mine is made 
up fomewhat after this fort : — for never poor jer- 
kin has been tickled off, at fuch a rate aa it h^s 
been thefe Jaft nine months together, — and yet I 
declare, the lining to it, — far as I am a judge 
ef the matter, — is not a three-penny piece the 
worfe — pell mell, helter Ikclter, ding dong, 
cut and tbruft, back ftroke and fore llroke, fide 
way and long way, have they been trimming it 
for me »-had there been the leaft gumminefs in 
lining,-*— by heaven ! it had all of it long ago 
been fr^d kiid fretted 

— Mdrrs^..lh^ i ioatWy 'Reviewer^ I-— 
how could you cut>iutd,fisiiih my jerkin as you 
did?^— bniv did you b$iow»rW you vrould cut 
my lining too.^ 

Heartily, and fron];.m]|r^uj[|rt0^fae jprotefti^ 
mf that Being who will ol' us, do I 

tkcoipmend you and your a£m8^Mj!i>GodUef8 
ybu only next month, if any yoU &otdd 
gnadi his teeth, and ftorm and rage at iiae|<«.a8 
iome of you did iaft Mat, (in which I 
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ber tbs weather was ^ery hot) — don't be exafpe- 
i.i^cd, it I pats It by igaiA with good temper,— 
being detennined, as long as I live or write 
(\d)ich ill ifty cafe, means the fame thing) novtr 
to give the honert gentleman a worfc ^^oid, or a 
V 01 fe wifli, that! lYiy iincle Toby ga\e the Uy wMch 
hr^/'d ibout hiS nofe all diiniei Lime,— Go,— 

“ go, poor devil/' quoth he, — get thee 

“ gone,— why thoiild i hint theef Ihis woilii 
H iuieiy wide enough, la hold both ibce and 
me.'' 


CHAP. V. 

A ny man, madam, reafoning upwanV, anA 
obferWng the prodigiOnd luflufion of blood 
in my fathei’s countenance,— by means of which, 
(as all the blood in his body teemed to ruih up 
into his face, as I told you) he mult have rco- 
den'd, prflorically and fcicntificalJy fpeaking 
lix whole tints and a half, if not a full oclavo a- 
bove his natural colour : — ^any man, madann, but 
my uncle Toby, who had obfen^ed tins, together 
\Yith the \iolcnt knitting of my fathci’s brows, 
and the extravagant contortion of bis body, du- 
"ring the whole aflair,— have conclude'* 
ray fatherin A ra^j^and taking that foi gr. iteo, 
»>M 4 iad he been fiich kind ot^oncOHi'as 

arifes from two fubfi mfirumen^s being put in 
€XJiflrtuifie/— ht WKSid iniiamly luvo ferewM 1 
bm to dm fiimcr|ihcb;— ^nd then the devil and 
oil bad broke toofc— the whole piece, madam, 
iftuft have Seen played olT, like tl>c fixth pf Avl- 
foil Scarlatti— con furia, — like mad.— Ciam me 
faience !— What has con fuua,— cou llKpito,--^ 
T z ut 
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er nry other hurlybuily wofd whatcv<:f, to 
*wUlv harmony ? 

Any man, 1 fay, ixiadam, but n^y btifclfe To- 
by, the b‘ of heart intefpreted eve** 

ry motion of the body, in the kindeft fenfr the 
M'ould adnnt of, weuld have Concluded 
my fjthcj angry, ami blamed liim too. My un- 
cle Toby blamed nothing but the tayfor who cut 
the pocket- bole j — ^fo fitting (Hll, ull my fat],er 
had got his handkerchief out of it, and lookirfg 
afl the time up in hla face, i:h ineypreflible gdbd- 
wiil-— my father, at length, went on as follov/iu 


CHAP. VI. 



j .- ^ B iiothcr Toby, quoth g)y father, I 
do believe thee to be as noneft a man, and with 
as good and as^ upright a heart, as ever God ere*' 
ated j— *•— nor ra it thy fault, if all the chil- 
dren which have been, may,^ can, fltall, will or 
ought to be begotten, come with their heads 
foremon: into tne world: — p— but, believe me, 
dear Toby, the accident whkh unaroid^ibly way- 
lay thentf not .only h ftticle of our beget- 
ting ’em,7^hough thefei to opinion, am welf 
worth eiQltridering, — but the liters and dilE- 
culties- our children are bcfH; wi^>^Sfter they 
are got forth into th© world, 
need as there to expofe them ones, 

Ja their paiTage to it. -Alt idaltigcra, 
quoth my uncle Toby, laying my 

father^s knee, and looking up fcriouily ih his 
face, for an anfwcr,—— arc tbofc dangeis greater 
, * ’ now . 
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now o’days, brother, than in times paft ? Bro- 
ther Toby, anfwcred my father, if a child was 
but fairly' btgot, and born alive, and healthy, 
and the mother did well after it,— foreia- 
tliers never looked further." ——. M y uncle T<5- 
by inftantly withdrew his hand from off my. fa- 
ther’s knee, reclined his body gently b^ckln his 
chair, raifed his head, dll he could jufl: fee the 
eoniice of the room, and then diiefbing the buc- 
Cinatory mufcles along his cheeks, and the orbi- 
cular n.ufcles around his lips to do their dutyr<-4ie 
wliillicd LiUabullero. 


CHAP- VIL 

W HILST my uncle Toby was jw^iftling Lit- 
iabullero to my father,— Slop 
(tamping, and curCng and damning at Obadjaiht 
at a molt dreadful rate : -it would have ^ne 
your heart good, and cured you^ Sir, 
of the vile Im of fweaiing, to have hearcFtii^. 
—I am determined, therefore, to rehUKT the 
whole affair to you. * 

When Dr. Slopes maid delivered the grcen^ 
baiae bag, with her mafter’s infli^ments in ie^. 
to Obadiah, (he very^ fenffbW exhorted him to 
put his head and ond artS through ‘Ad Rrings,. 
nnd ride with iySimg^acrpfs his body: fo uhdo- 
iftjT the to lengthen the ttrings for 

him, ' * ’ 


dijtV^^n galloping, b^k ’k the fpeed 
eateiied, they eohfultcd to take, it OfT , 
again ; and in die great care and caution of their 
^ . 1' 3 hewt*^,. 


with __ , 

Unguam^' I 
fljOjuld'bollti 
Obadiah-thr 
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hearts, they had taken the two filings, and tied 
them clofe (purfing up the mouth of the b-ig 
liril) with half 'a dozen hard knots, each, of 
which, Obadiab, to make all fafe, had twitched 
diul dtawm together, with all the ilrcngth of bis 
bo^. 

This anfwcfed all that Obadiah and the maid 


intended ; but was no remedy againfl fome evils 
which neither he or flie forefaw. ITicinfiiu- 


ments, it feems, as tight as the bag was tied a- 
bovei had fo much room to play in it, towards 
the bottom,’ (the fliipe of the bag being conical) 
that Obadiah could not make a tiot of it, but 
with fuch a terrible jingle, what with the tire- 
tetc, forceps and fquirt, as would have teen c* 
nough, had Hymen been taking a jdunt that way^ 
to have frightened him out of the country ; but 
when Obadiah accelerated this motion, and from 
z plctin trot, allayed to prick his coach-horfe int6 
a fiiU gallop — ^by heaven ! Sir, — the jingle was 
iiior^ible.* 

Obadiah had a wife and three children 
„ . *»- t he turpitude of fornication, and the 
mahy other political ill conlequences of this jing- 
ling, neter once entered bis brain 5— —he had, 
however, hiq. objcflion, which came home to 
himfelf, 'and i^dgh(^*’vHtlfi^bim, as it bas oft- 

times done with thd, gNbteft^ patriots 

The poor fellow, Sir.'>wa8 not able to bcas 
« himfeJfWhiftle;^ 


dHAK 
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CHAP. YllL 


A S Obadiah loved wiiid-mufick pcrferaWy to 
all the inftrumental mufick he carried with 
1 .m, he very confideiately fet his imagina- 

tion to w'ork, to contiivc and to invent bv what 
means he fliould put himfelf in a condition of 
en jo) ing it. 

Inwall diflrefles (except muflcal) where fmall 
coul$ ate wanted, — nothing is lo apt to enter a 

man’s hcid, as his hat-band : the philofo- 

phy of this is fo near the furfacc — 1 fcorn to cn*- 
ter into it. 

As Obadiah's was a mixM cafe, — mark, Sirs, 

fay, a mix’d cafe ; for it was obiletrical, 

— fciip-tical, fquirtical, papiftical, — and, as far 
as the coach-horfe was concerned in it, — cabal- 

liftical^ — and only partly muficalj Obadiah 

made no fcruple of availing bimfelf of the hrft 
expedient which offered ;—~fo taking hpld of 
the bag ahd inftrument^ and griping them hard 
togethei with one han^> and^ with the finger and 
thit'mb of the other, putting the end* of the 
hat-band betwixt his teeth, and then flipping 
his hand down to the middle of it, — ^he tied and 
crofs-tied them all faA together from one end to 
the other (W would cord a trunk) with ftfeh 
a multiplicity S}( roundabouts ^and intricate crofs 
turns, with a hard knot at every interfi^ion or 
point where the ftrings met,— that Pr. Sop muft 
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Iia\ e bad three fifths of Job’s patience at lead to- 

have unlooftd them.—* 1 think in my cou- 

Ifciencc^ that had Nature Wen in Qnepf her 
niinbic moodsy and in humour for fuch^json- 
tefi — and fhe and Dr. I^lop both fatrly iiarted to* 
gether— there is no man living who had feen the 
bag vrith all that Obaduh bad done to it, — and 
known likcwife, the great fpeed the goddefs can 
make when fhe thinks proper, v ho wouki 
liad the iqafi doubt Femaiaing in his mind— — 
which of the two would have carried oil tlic 
prize. My mothei, madam, had been deliver- 
ed fooner than the green bag infallibly— *at 
leafl by twenty knots, Sport ot unall acci- 

dents, Tnftram Shandy } that thou art, |pid e- 
ver VI lit be ! had that trial been made^or thecy 
and it was fifty to one but if had,- - iby affairs 
had not been fo deprefa’d— — (at lead by the de- 

E reflion ot thy note) as they have been ; nor 
ad the lortunea ot thy boufe and the occafious 
of making tlieni, which have ib often prefented 
themftlves in the courfs of thy hte, to tbecy 
been fo often, fo vexatioufly, fo tamely^ lb irre- 
coverably abandoned — ^aa thou baft been forced 
to leave them !•*— But ovefy-^all but the 

account ot ’em, which ^annot *be given to the 
curious till I am the world. 




G aEAT ‘wite‘ jump : for -the mooient Hr. 
Sfop caft his eyes ii^u fait bag ^T*hich hp 
' ' had 
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iiad not done till the difpute ^lih my unde To- 
by about widwifciy put him in mind of ii)— the 
very lame thought occurred. — * — .-.Tis God’$ 
niercy^ ouoth he^ (to hlmfdf) that JMrs. Shan- 
dy ha$ nad lb bad a time of it,— elfe Ihe might 
have been brought to bed feven times iold> be- 
fore one half or thefe knots could have got un- 
tied. — ' — But here, you muft diflinguilh 

' the thought floated only in l>r. Slop’s mind^ 

Mithout fail or ballalltoir^ as a Ample propofi*- 
iion ; millions of which, sts your vrorfldj^ knows^ 
are every day fwimming qUttfily m the middle 
of the thin juice of a man’s utiderfiaBduig, with* 
"out beiflg carried backwards or forwards, till 
feme little gulls of paflton or hiterelt4ttve them 
to one fide. > 

A fuddeti trampling in* the room above^ near 
my mother’s bed/ did the propofitioii the very 
fervice I am (peaking of« By all tfaat^ unfortu- 
nate, quoth Th. slop, dniefe I make hafte, the 
thing will a£iually befal me as 


CHAP.. X. 

I N the cafe of knots,— 4)^ which, in the firft 
place, would not be underllood to mean 
flip-knots,— becaufo in the courfe oi my life and 
opinions,— 4ny optmonar^ concerning them will 
come in mpre properly when I mention the ca- 
taftropheof my great uncle Mr. Hammond Shan- 
dyr^a little man, — but of jjigh fancy — he 

rulhed 
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ruflied into the duke of Monmouth’s affair 5 ~ 
nor, ftcondljr, in this place, do I fiieart, that 
particular Ipecics of knots, cillcd bow-knots j 
— there is fo little addrefe, or Iklll, ,or patience, 
required in the unloofing thcmi that they are 
below my giving any opinion at all about them, 
-r-— — But by the knots I am fpeakin^i; of, may 
It pJeafe your reverences to beheve, that I mean 

f ood, honcil, devililh tight, hard knots, made 
ona fide, as Obadiah made his *, in which thtie 
is no quibbling provifion made by the duplica- 
tion and return of the two ends of the ilrings 
];]^rougb the annulus or noofe made by the fe- 
cond implication of them-^to get them flipp’d 
and undone by— — 1 hope you apprehend me^ 

In the cafe of thefe knots then, and of the 
feveral obftru^tions, which, may it pleafe your 
reverences, fuch knots caft in our way in getting 
through life— every hafty rpan can whip out 
his ppnknife and cut througn them«-* — M 
wrong. Believe me, Sirs, the moft virtuout 
way, and which both reafon and confciciice dic- 
tate— is to take our teeth or our fingers to 
tJicm* ^Dr. Slop, either by extrafting his fa- 

vourite inftrumenr in a wrong diredion, or, by 
feme militpplication of^it, unfortunately (Kp- 
piug, he had forfX,4rjf> in a hard labour, 
knocks out three of the bed of his teeth, 
w ith %tibe handle of it : — he tried bis fiogera>'-««*^ 
alasj ^ 'nails of his fingers tbumto were 

cut cmL The tg|ie itl>j caq luake 

nothing of \t eithes )way, cried Df, Slop.- ■ 

The trj^pling over head nqar mother’s^ bed-" 
fidq ^iucreafed.— pPox take the ^fellovt ! I fliall 
g<^t the knots untied as long -as I live.— 

My 
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My mother gave a groan. — ^Ijcncl me yonr pen- 

kniti. mull e’en cut the knots at Lift— - 

Pugh [— ^pfliaw !— — Lord * I have cut my 
thumb quite aci oft* to the very bone- — curfc the 
IciloW’" there was not another man mit^- 

wiie within fifty miles 1 am undone for this 

boii^— — I Midi iheftoundrtl hangM ^Iwifh he 

Wrio iliot — I with all the devils in hell had him for 
a bk^ckhtid. — 

My father had a great refpe<?l for Obadiah, and 
could not bear to litai him difpofed of in fuch a 
manner; — ^he had moreover feme little refp( for 
himfelf — and could as ill bear with the indignity 
oflerM to himfelf in it. 

Had Dr. Slop cut any pait about 1iim, but hi$ 
thumb — my lather had palsM it by— his pru- 
dence hrtd triumphed : as it was, lie was deter- 
mined to have his revenge. 

Small curfesy Dr. Slop, upon great occafions, 
quoth my father, (condoling with him firft upon 
-the accident) are but fo much walle of our 
ftrength and foul’s health to no manner of piir- 
pofe. ■ — — — I own it, replied Dr. Slop.— 
They are like fparrow ftiot, quoth my unefc 
Toby, (fufpehding his whittling) firej^ againft a 
baftion.-*— They ferve, continued fa- 
ther, to ftir the humou^— but carry off nohe of 
their acrimony :%---*--for my own part, I fcldom 
fwear orciirfc at hold it bad — ^but' if I 

fail mto it, by furpri^, I generally retaki fo 
much prefence of mmd— ^Kight, quoth my uncle 
Toby) — aatomahettanfwet my piirpofc— ^that is, 
' ITwear on, tijjl I find myfelf eafy. A ‘wife and 
a juft man however would alivays endeavour to 

proportifeh 
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proportion the vent given to thefe btimonnij not 
only to the degree of them Airring ivitbk^ him*^ 
felf — but to the flze and ill intent of the offence 
itpon ^vb^ch they arc to fall.*— — come 
only from the heart,^’—— quoth my uncle^Toby. 
for this reafon, continued my father, with die 
pioft Cervaniick gravity, I have the greateft ve- 
neration in the world for that gentleman, who, 
in dillnift of his own diferetion in this perint, 
fat dou'ii and compofed (that is, at his leifure) 
fit forms of fwearing fuitablc to all cafes, from 
the lowcft to the liigheft provocations which 
could poiEbly happen to him,-^which forms be- 
ing well confulcr’il by him, and fuch moreover 
as he could ftand to, he kept them ever by him 
on the chiinney-piccc, within his reach, ready 
for ufe.— — — — I never apprehended, lepHcJ 
Dr, Slop, that fuch a thin^ was ever thought of, 
—much lefs executed. 1 beg your pardon— 
anfwcrcd my father 5 I was reading, though not 
ufing, one of them to my brother Toby this 
morning, whilft he pourM out the tea— cis here 
upon the (hclf over my head j ^but if I re- 

member right, *tis too violent for a cut of the 
thumb.— —Not at all, quoth Dr. Slop — ■ 
the dgvil take the fe^’ow.— -Then anfwercd 
my father, ’ Vis much m your fervice, Dr. Slop 
—On condition yotr’WiU read it aloud ;— fo riling 
up and reaching down a forin of excotnmunica- 
tiomof the church of Rome," a copy of which, 
my fa,ther (who wrs curious in his collefliions) 
Jud procured out of the l^ger-tboofc of the 
church of Rochefter, writ by Er^WL fhus the 
brfhop— witli a mqll afFeftcd ferioufnefs of look 
stnd voice, which might have cajoled Ernoi.- 

PHUS 
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PHV9 himfelf, — he put it into Dr. Slop’s haidp. 

D r< Slop wrapt his thumb up in the ot- 

ner of bio handkerchief, and, with a wrj face, 
though without anv fufpicion, read, aloud, as ■ 
foltowsr^my uilde Toby whittling Lillabullero, 
as 'loud as he could, all the time. 


VoL. I. 


U 


lextus 
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T<jltU8 do Ecclcfia Rpfienfii per Emulfum Em 
pifcopum. 

CAP. XXV. 

EXCOMMUNICATIO. 

E X au£loritate Dei omnipotentis, Patri$^ et 
Filii, et Spiritus San£ti^ et fanfborum ca- 
xipnum^ fanftseque et intemeratse Virginis Dei 
genetricis 


As tie genuinenefs of the ^confultation of the 
honne^ upon the quefkn of baptifmi was dotAted 
hj fomey and denied othyrSy — *twas thought pro- 

pir to print the origin I ^ this excommunication ; 
for the copy of whid) %handy returns thanks 

to the xhapter clerk of the tUan nna chapter of Roches 
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C H A P. XI. 


“ "D Y the authority of God Almighty, the 
« J3 F4thcr, Son, and Holy Ghoil, and of 
** the holy canons, and of the undeiiled Virgbi 
“ Mary, mother and pattonefs of our Saviour,"-— 
[I think there is no neceffity, quoth Dr. Sldp,. 
dropping the paper down to his knee, and ad- 
dreffing himfelf to my father,— -a* you have 
read it over, Sir, fo lately, to read it a* >ud *, — 
and as Captain Shandy fecms to have no ^rcat 
inclination to hear it, — ^I ifiay as well read it to 
myfelf. That’s contrary to treaty, replied mv 
father, — ^beddes, thereds fomething fo whimlical, 
efpeciaUy in the latter part of it, 1 (hould grieve 
to lofe the jddafare of a fecond reading. Dr. Slq> 
did not altogethet Uke it',— —but my uncle Toby 
offering at that inffant to give over whiffling, and 
read it himfelf to them ^Dr. Slop thought he 
ffligbt as well read it under the covpr of my uncle 
Toby’s whiffling,^ — as fuller nqy ugcle Toby to 
read it alone — fo raffing ap the paper to his 
face, and holding %qui^^jparalle) to it in order 
to ^s.chag)^,— rdad it aloffd as fo]- 
-my uheie, Toby ' whiffling liilabullero, 
^ough not quite, lb' lotid as before.] • 
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* Atque omnium coeleftium viitutym^ an- 

gelorumj archangelorum^ thronorum^ aomina«- 
tionum, poteftatuum^ chtrubin ac feraphin, & 
fan£^orum patriarcharnm, prophetaium, & om^ 
juum apoftolorum et evangeliftarum, ^ fan£lo- 
rum innocentium^ qni in confpeftu Agni foli 
digni invent! funt canticum cantare novum> et 
filn£torum martyrumi tt fan£torum confeflorum^ 
et fandatum virginum, atque omnium fimul 
fandorum et ele£torum Det,-^£xcommunica- 

vel os s \el ^ * 

mUBj et anathematizamus hunc fiuem, vel hunc 

malcfaftorcm, N. ill ct i liminibus fariflse 
Dei ecclefise fequeftramus et aeternis Aippliciis 

Tcl 1 n 

excruciandusi mancipetur, cum Dathan et A« 
^bifam, et cum his qui dixerunt Domino Deo, 
Accede ^ nobis, fcientiam viarum tuarum nolu- 
mus : et ficut aqu& ignis cxtinguitur, (ic extin- 
vd €cinim 

guatur lucerna ejus in fecula feculorum nifi reipu- 
n ^ n 

ptity tt faAsfa£iion^m venerit. Amen, 
os r 

Itlaledkat \llum Ocuv* Pato* 4ui hominem 

creavit* Maledicat ilium Dei Pilius qui pro ho* 

mine paCtfs eft. M^ledicat Slum Spiritus Sane* 

• os 

tns qo! in baptifmo eftufus eft. Maledicat ilium 
ibnfta cruXy quam Chriftus pro noihii falute 
Jioftcm triumphans, afeepdit. 

Makdicat 
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** By the authority of 'God Almighty, the 
** Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, and of the 
undefiled Virgin Mary, mother aiid^patronefs 
*' of our Saviour, and of all the celeftial vir* 
** tuer, ' sCngels, archangels, thrones, domiv 
** nions, powers, cherubins and ieraphins, and 
** of all nie holy patriarchs, prophets, and of 
** all the apoftles and evangelifts, and of the ho- 
** ly innocents, who* in the fight of the holjr 
Lamb, are found vrorthy to fing the new fong 
** of the holy martyrs and holy confeflbrs, and 
*' of the holy virgins, afid of all the fkints 
“ gether, with tlje holy and eleft of God,-^^ 
** May he,” (Obadiah) ” be damtlNli)” '(fin* 
tying thefe knpts)— — We excommi licate, 
** and anatbematife him, and from the ^r^* 
** {holds of the holy cbureh of God Almighty 
5' we fequefter him, that he may be termeiu^, 
“ difpofed and delivered over with Dathan and 
^ Abiram, and with thofe who fay unto the 
** Lord God, Depart from us, we defire none 
** of thy ways. And as fire is quenched with 
“ water, fo let the light of him w put put for 
“ evermore, unlefs it {hall repfnt him” (Obadi> 
ah, of the joiots which be has tied) ** and make 
“ fatisfadion” (for them.) “ An^en.” 

** May the Father who created man, cttrife 

“ Wm. ^May the ‘Son who fulFercd for us, 

“ curfe him. j-J-May* the Holy Ghoft who 

was given to us in bap{ifin, curie him (Obadi* 
ah.)— —May the holy crofs, which Cmift for 
if our falva^n), triumpning over his- enemies, 
“ afcended>*~cttefe him. 
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Maledicat JUum fknSe Dei genetrix et perpe- 

06 

tua Virgo Maria. Maledicat ilium fan^lwi Mi» 
(hael, animarum fufceptor facrarum. . Hialedi- 

«s 

caAt ilium omnes angeli et archangeli,* principal 
^ et poteftptes, omnifque militia coeleftls. 


•f 


Maledicat ilium pitrlatcharum et propheta- 

os 

rum laudabilis oumerus. Maledicat ilium fauc- 
tus Johannes Fnecurfer et Baptxfta Chriftij et 
lan£lus Petros, et limflus Paulus, atque faa£lus 
Andreas, omnefquc Chrifti apoftoli, fimul et 
ceteri difcipuli, quatuor qltoque erangeliftse, 
qui fua ^prsedicatione muitdum univerfum con> 

verterunt. Maledicat ilium cttneos martyrqm et 
qonfeflbnim mirificus, qui Deo honis operibue 
^citus inventus eft. 

os 


. Maledicaat ilium £icrarum* virsinum cbori, 
qttx mpadi vana oaufa honoria Chrifti reipuen- 
• os 

dn ' contempiiu’ant., Mal^ca^t ilium omnev 
£m|li qui atf initio mtmm t 'qjie in finera feculi 
Deo dUo£lt inreitiuntiir. 


^ a 06 **1 

Maledicant ilium cGcli^term^ et omnia fanc^ 
in ds manentia* . ^ 

Haledifkus fit ubicun<]^ue in domo, 

fivl*in agro, live in vih, live in ftstnitftv live in 
4ly&, five in aqol, live in eccleftl. * 

i n 

lus fit vivendo, moriendo,-^ 

’manducando. 
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May the holy and eternal Virgin Mary, 
mother of God, enrfe him.*— May St. Mi- 
cbael the advocate of holy fouls, curfe him* 
—May all the angels and archangels, prin- 
cipaiities and powers, and all the heavenly 
armies, curfe him.” [Our armies fwore ter- 
ribly in Flanders, cried my uncle Toby, — but no- 
thing to this.— For my own part, I could not 
have a heart to curfe my dog fo*] 

** May St. John the Ptecurfor, and St. John 
the Baptiil, and St. Peter and St. Paul, and 
** St. Andrew, and all other Chriil’s apofilrs, 
together curfe him. And may thesfefthf his 
difciples and « four evangeltfis, who by t' eir 
** preaching converted tEe univerfal world,— 
and may tb^ holy and wonderful convoy of 
martyrs and confeflbrs, who by their Wy 
works are found pleading to God Almighty, 
^ cur/c him'* (Oi^iafa.} ^ 


** May the Hbly choir of the hojy virgins, 

^ who for the honour of Chrift have defpifod 
the things of the world, damn him.— May 
all the faints who from the beginning of the 
world td everlafling ages are foifnd to be he*- 
loved of God, damn the heavens 

and earth, and al^^Xhe bwy things remaining 
therein, datim hin^,'* (Oba^liah) of her," 
(pr whoever elfe bgd a hand in tying ^thefe 
knots.) 

** May he/(OlMidlah) be damn’d wherever^ 
he be,-**wbeaHer in the houfe or^he ilables, \ 
^ the gardefl or the field, or the highway^ or i|i^ 
** the path, or in the woott, or in the water, 
or iti^thc church^— May he be curfed in 

f mg. 



‘ 1^2 The Lijpe and OpiNi<I^Na of * 


xnanducando, bibendo^ efuriendo, iTtiendo^ je>« 
junando, dormitandoi dormiendo, vigilando, 
ambulandoj ilando, fedendo, jacendo^ operan- 
dO} quiefeendo^ mingendo^ cacando» fleboto*^ 
mando. 

^ Maledi£lus fit in totis viribus corporis. 

i n 

' Maledifilus fit intus et exterius. 

in * i n 

MidlSiAus fit in capiUis $ {ndedidus fit in ce- 
^ in', 

rebro. jMaledi£);u$ fit in vertices in temporibuS) 
in ffonte^ in auriculis^ iii Aiperciliis» in oculist 
in genis, in maxillis, in naribuS) in dentibus 
mordacibus, in labris five molibua, in labiis^ 
in gutture^ in humeris, jn cai^is^ in brachiis, 
in manibus, in digitis, in pe£b>re, in corde, 
et in omnibus interioiibus ftomacha tenus^ in 
renibus, in inguinibus, in femore» in genitali*- 
bus, in coxia, in genu^s, in cruribuS| in pe^ 
dibus, et in unguibpt ^ 


"'Maledi^us fit in^ totis corppagibus membr9*- 
him, vertice capitis, ufque ad pTantara pedis— 
non fit in eo fanitas. 

ftfaledScat 
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** ing, in dying.” [Here my uncle Toby tak- 
ing the advantage of a minim in the fecond barr 
of his tune, kept vehiftling one continual note to 
the end of the fentence. — ^Dr. Slop with his divj- 
fion of curfes moving under him, like a running 
bafs all the way.] May he be curfed in eat- 
** ing aftd drinking, in being hungry, in being 
thirfty, in fading, in deeping, in dumbering, 
in walking, in ftanding, in lifting, in lying, 
in working, in rcftlng, in piffing, in (hitting^ 
and in blood-letting* 

May he (Obadiah) be curfcd in all the fe* 
** culties of Jiis body. 

** May he be cuned inwardly and twardly. 
— ^MaV he be curfed in the hair of his head. — 
May he be curfed in his brains, and in his 
** vertex,” ['ITiat is a fad curfd quoth my father] 
in his temples, in his forehead, in his ears, 
in his eyc-brows, in bis eyes, in his cheeks, 
in his jaw-bones, in his nodrils, in his forc- 
teeth and grinders, in his lips, in his throat, 
in his (boulders, in his wrifts, in his arms, 
in his bands, in his fingers. 

May he be damn’d in his niouth, in his 
bread, in his heart and pUrtdnancC, down to 
** the very domach. , * 

** May be be curfed int^bis reins, and 4n fats 
** groin,” [God in ^^heaven forbid) quoth my 
unde Toby} — — ** iit Ks thighs, in nis geni- 
** tals,” [My father ifapok his head] ** and in 
** his hips, and in his knees, bis legs, and feet, 
and toe-nails* 

May h| be curfed in all the joints and at- 
ticulations of his members, from the top of 
** his head to the foie of his foot. M;iy there be 
no foundnefs in him. 



814 LirE and 

Maledicat illam Chriftus Filius Dei vivi toto 
fuse inajeftatis impepicH-^ 


xMet infitfttat adwifa* Hlum coeium ciun omni- 
bue qim in 40 ipoveaitur damnan- 

doM ewn, nifi penit«iertt fin;itfa4ii«8iat]n<T«» 
ardt. Aoteni Fiatj Iht, Aanm, 
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May tbe Son of the living God, with all 
the glory of his Majcfty”—— [Here my uncle 
Toby throwing back his head, gave a monllrous, 
long, loud Whew---w~w-— Something betwixt- 
the interje£lional whiflle of Hey-day ! and the 
word itfelf. 

■ -By the golden beard of Jupiter 

and of Juno (if her m^efty wore one), and by 
the beards of the reft of your heathen worfliips, 
which,. by the by, was no fmall number, fince 
what with the beards of your celeftial gods, and 

gods aerial and aqua tick, to fay nothing of 

the beards of town-gods and country-godt>, or 
of the celeftial goddefles your wives, or cf the 
infernal goddefles your whores and concuDines, 
(tliat is, in cafe they wore ’em) — ——all which 
beards, as Varro tells me, upon his word and 
honour, when muftered up together, made no 
Icfs than thirty thoufand cflTedive beards upon 

the pagan eftablifliment ; —every beard of 

which claimed the rights and privileges of being 

ftioked and fworn by : ^By all thefe beards 

together then, 1 vow and proteft, that of 

the two bad cafTocks I am worth in the world, I 
would have given the better of them, as freely 

as ever Cid Hamet offered his, only to have 

ftood by, and heard my uncle Toby’s accompany- 
ment.] 

— curfe him,”— continued Dr. Slop, 
— and may heaven, with ail the powers ivhich 
** itiQVC therein, rife up againft him, curfe and 
** damn him (Obadiah) unlefs he repent and ' 
** make fati^action. Amen. So be it,— 4> be 
it Amen.” , 


I d^lare. 
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, I declare, quoth my uncle Toby, my heart 
would not let me curie the devil himfelf with fo 

much bitternefs.-: ^He is the father of curfes, 

•replied Dr. Slop.— — S o am not I, replied my 
uncle.— But he is curfed, and damnM already, 
to' all eternity,— 'replied Dr. Slop. 

I am forry for it, quoth my uncle Toby. 

Dr. Slop drew up his mouth, and was juft be- 
ginning to return my uncle Tobv the compliment 
of his Whu — u — u— or inteijeaional whiffle,— 
when the door haftily opening in the next chap- 
ter but one — ^put an end to the affair. 


CHAP. XII. 

N OW, don’t let us give ourfelvcs a parcel of 
airs, and pretend that the oaths we make 
free with in this land of liberty of ours, are our 
own ; and becaufe we have the fpirit to fwear 
them, — 'imagine that we have had the wit to in- 
vent them too. 

ril undertake this moment to prove it to any 
man* in the world, except to a connoiffeur,— - 
though I declare I obj^^only to a connoi^ur 
in fwearing,— as I wbuld'Mo to a connoifTcur in 
paiutingj &c. &c. thV vrfadle fet of ’em are fo 
hung round and befdtifh’d with the' bobs and 
tripkets of criticifm,— or, to drop my metaphor,* 
which by the by is a pity,— for' I have fetch’d it 
as far as from the coaft of Guincy';— their 
heads, Sir, are ftuck fo full of ruks ancfcom- 
paiTes, and have that eternal propenfity to apply 
them upon all' occafions, that a work of genius 
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h 9 i 4 go tojthe <kvil,at o0ee, than ftand 'ter 
he pack’d and tortui^ to death by ’em. 

. If And bow did Oanick fpeak the foli- 

loqur |aft night ?T-~t>Oh, againft all rttlcy mr. 
t.ord-— — mott ungrammatically 1 , betwixt the 
fubliantire and the adjedlive, which ihould agrtc 
together in number> cafe and gcndci, he made 
a breach thusj— r— ^^opping^ as if the point want-* 
cd fettling ir^-andl betwixt the nominative cale, 
vhieh youf lordOiip knows Ihould govern th^ 
veij^ he^fufpended ms voice in theN-piloguo a 
dozen timps, fhree feconds and three fiiihs by 
ftop-watch) my Lord) each time. — Admi ible 
grammarian •— i— But in fufpending his ic* 
w as the fenfe fufpended likewife 2 D.ii j.o 
expreflion of attitude or.countenance fill up the 

chafm ^ 1 — — W as the eye filent? Pul you 

qarrowly look ? look’d only at the flopk 

watch, ^my I^ord.—.— Excellent obierver J 

Ayd what 0/ this new book the whole world 
mak^ fuch a rout almut Oh I ’tis out 

of all plumb, my Lord, r-quite ap irregular 

thing !— not one of the angles at the /our coi nci t 
was 4 right angle.— r— I had my rule an<l 
compa^. See, my Lord, in my pocket.-— Excel- 
leqtxritjc ! ' • , , . . 

———And for the'«p|p]t poem, your lord- 
Ihip bid me look at upoa.'.taking tjhe lengthr 
hreadthx.jbeight, .and o£ Jt, and' trying 

them at homqHipon an anaSt ftale of Bo^g— 
jipy Lprdfti^ every one of it» ,dtmeii!« 
fi9Sj|«r!7-**Adl'^itahlc connoifieor ( .. > 

•d^didjw 0«P' »*»> *0 a iool(< af,tl^ 
pllftvre, in your way back jp i ri: ' ■ ■ * Ti8 
a' m^ai^oly daub 1 my Lord i not o|ij|ti;]|prinfn'- 
, Voh. L X ' .plu 
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pie of the pyramid any one group !-~-and 

■what a price ^ for there is nothing of the 

colouring of Titian, — ^the expreffioft of Rubens, 
— the grace of Raphael, — the purity of Domini- 
chino, — the corregi^feity of Corregio,~thc learn- 
ing of Poufin, — the air^ of Guido,— -the taftc of 
the Carracln’s — Or the grand contour of Angelo. 

Grant me patience, juft heaven*— 

Of all the cants which are canted in this cant- 
ing world, — though the cant of hypocrites may 
be the w^orft, — ^the cant of cridcifm is the moft 
tormenting ! 

1 would go fifty miles on foot, for I have not 
a horfe worth riding on, to kifs the hand of that 
man whofe generous heart will give up the reins 
of hfs imagination into his aUthor^s hands,—— 
be pleafed he knows not why, and cares not 
wherefore. 

Great Apollo ! if thou art in a giving humour, 
—give me— I alk no more, but one ftrokc of 
native humour, with a fingte fpark of thy own 
fire along with it— and fend Mercury, witli 
the rules and, compaftes, if he can bc fpared, with 
ray complimciits to — ^no master. 

Now to any one elfc, I will undertake to 
prove, that"" all the cJIAs and imprecations, 
which we have beeit off upon the world 

for tlu^e two hundtm fifty year^ laft paft, 
as originals,-— iexdi^ Pawrs thumb,-— 

God’a flefh and Go(f^ nth, whieh were oaths mo- 
narchical, and, confidefing Who made them, 
not mueh amifs $ and as kings oaths, ^tis not 
much mhtfer whether they were or 
elfe, iHay, there is( not aw oath,.W atjeafk a 
cucfiH^ongft themy' which haS not %eeft eojpkd 
evet^'tado^er again out of Eitiulphus, a 'thou- 
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faml times ; but^ like all other copies, how in- 
finitely ftiort of the fpree and fpirit of the oiigi- 

nal ! h is thought to be no bad oath, 

— - — and by itfdf pifies very veil G— -d 

damn you* -Set it befide ErnulphubV- 

God almighty the Father damn you, Goi 

the bon diinn you,— —God the Holy Gno'i 

damn vou,”— you fee *tis nothing*— 

Iheie is an o icntaltty in Ins, wc c^nnOw life u>> 
to: befides, he is jnofe copious in his inven- 
tion,— — poflcfsM more of the excellencies of a 

fweaier, ^hed futh a tborcugh knovdedge ox 

th*; human frame, its membranes, nerve , liga- 
ments, knittings of the joints, and articubtiom, 
— that when Ernidphus curfrd, no pait .fc'^ped 
him.-*— ’fie true, there is fomething of a 
feardneft in his manner, and, as in Michicl 
Angelo, a want of grace,— but then thexe is fuch 
a matnefa of gufto I 

• My father, who generally look^ upon every 
thing in a light very different from all mankind, 
would, after all, never allo^ tins to be an o- 
rigintel.— ^Ile conCder'd rather Ernulphus’s 
anathema, as an iuflitute of fwe^ring, in'vhich, 
as be fufpe^ied, upon the decline or fwearing in 
fome milder poatifipate^ Ernulphus, by order of 
the fucceeding pope,, had. With great learning and 
diiigence colle^ed the laws of it j— 

Ibr'the fame teafon |jaitipian^ in the decline 
of the empire, had ordered his chanceUor Tri*- 
bonian to coilefk the Roman or civil law# toge- 
Tther into one code or digeft, — left through the 
time, — and tbt fatality of all things com- 
mitteA to tfral tradition, — they Ihould be loft to* 
world for ever* •* . . ^ 

this reafon, my father would ofcimes af- 
"X z firm„ 
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6rm, there was not an oath, from the great and 
tremendous oath of William th^ Conqueror, 
(By the fplendour of God) doivn to the loweft 
oath of a fcavenger, (Damn your eyes) which 
W2S not to be found in Ernulphug. — ^ "■*t" I n 

fliort, he would add, J Jefy a man 'to fwcar 

out of it. ^ 

The hypotheiis is, like moft of my father’s, 
lingular and ingenious too 5— —nor have I 
any obje£tion to it, but that it overturns my 
ownv 


CHAP. 

B less myfoidJ my poor mif- 

trefs is leadyv tpTamt, and her 

pains are gone/— -and the drops are done— and 
the bottle of julap is broke, — and the nurfe b^s 
cut her arm, — (and I, my thumb, cried Dt# 
Slop) — and the child is where it was, continued 
Sufannah,-< — ^and the midwife has fallen back- 
wards upon the €;dg& of the fender, and Druifed 
her hip as black ^as your hat.-r— I’Jl look at it^ 
quoth Dr'. Slop-—— — ^fhere is no need of that, 
icplied Sufannah,— .-^Oilfshad better look at mv 
iniftrcfs, — ^but the would gladly firfl: 

give you an account hcw things are, fo defires 
you would go up ftaira and l^ak to her this 
moment. ^ **• ^ ' 

Human uftturexis the fame in all profellions. 
—-The midwife had, juft before been put over 
Dr. Slop% hcad.-e— — ^He had not digel)^ if. 
No,— replied Dr. Slop, ’twoujd be Tull as pro^ 
per, if ^c midwife “came down to me#— ~I 
}ikc iubordination, quoth my uncle Tofay,— ^nd 

but. 
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but for it, after the reduftion of Lifle, 1 know 
not what might have become of the garrifott 6lF 
Ghent, in the mutiny for bread, in the yearTdn 
— ^Nor, replied Dr. Slop (parodying Iny unfete 
Toby^s hobby-horfical refl^ion, though full as 
hoby-horficidly himfclf)~do I know, Captain 
Shandy, what might have become of the garri- 
foil above Hairs, in the mutiny and confuuon I 
Hnd all things are in at prefent, but for the fub- 
ordination of fingers and thumbs to * * ♦ ♦ 
—the application of ‘which. Sir, under this acci- 
dent of mine, conies in fo k propos, that^ withs* 
out it, the cut upon my thumb might have been 
felt by the Shandy family, "as long as the Shandy 
family had a name. 


CHAP. XIV. 

L E T us go back to the ♦ * * ♦-—in the laft 
chapter. 

It is a fingulat ftr^e Of eloquence <at lead It 
was fi>, Ivhen eloquence flouriined at Athens and 
RomO, and would be fo now, did orators wear 
maf^es) not to mCntten the name of a thing,, 
when you bad the thing about .you, in pittoi 
ready to produce, pop, m the place you want 
it. A fear, an a fword, a pmk^d-doublet, 
a rufty helmet, a pemnd abd ao half of pot-a<b«^ 
eain urn, ot-a ^ibreU^fpcnny pickle pot, 
— but'above all, a tender Ififant royally accou* 
tred.*^lW If it was too young, and the ora- 
tion aa long asTuily^s^feoond Philippick/>^it tnuft 
cortaiiily bave^befhit the orator^a mantle.- > ■ 

And dien a|ain, if too old^it muft have been 
dnvrieldly and incommodious to his a£Uon,— fe 
4.. X 3 j ai« 
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as tb make him lofe by his child abnoft as much 
as he could gain by it.— — — — ‘-—Otheiwife, 
when a ftate orator has hit the pfecife age to 
9* minute— hid his BAMBINO in his mantle 
fo cunningly that no mortal could fmell it, — and 
^produced it fo critically, that no foul could fay, 
It came in by head and flioulders.— Oh, Sirs ! it 

• has done^ wonders. - ^ —I t has openM the 

Ilufces, and turn*d the brains, and mook the 
principles, and unhinged the politicks of half a 
aiation. 

Thcfe feats, however, are not to be done, ex- 
cept in thofe (lates and times, I fay, where ora- 
tors wore mantles, and pretty large ones too, 

my brethren, with fome twenty or five and twen- 
ty ry^ds of good purple, fuperfine, marketable 
cloth in them— with large flowing folds and dou- 
bles, and in a great ftile of defign.— All which 
^plainly ihews, may it pleafe your worfbips, that 
the decay of eloquence, and the little good fer- 
vice it ddes at prefent, both within and without 
doors, is owing to Nothing elfe in the world, but 

fhort coats, ami the difufe of trunk-hofe. — 

We can conceal nothing under ours. Madam, 
womb (hewing. 

^ i 


XV. 

Slop was Within sn ace of being an ex^ 
VfJ ception to all this argumentation : for 
l^appenittg to have his? grqen baize bag upon his 
when he began to parody my uncle Tohv, 
— as good as the beft mantle In Jthe world 
fp him : for which purpofe, wH^n he fbrefrw the. 
^tqncLC would end in hia ne^r-invented fbrec^,, 
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he thruft his hand into the bag, in order to have 
them ready to clap in, when your reverences 
took fo much notice of the * which, had 

he managed, — my uncle Toby had certainly becA 
overthrown : the fentcnce and the argument in* 
that cafe jumping, clofely in one pointy fo Ijke 
the two lines which form the falient angle of a 
ravelin, — Dr. Slop would never have given them 
up; — ^and my uncl^Toby would as foon thought 
of flying, as taking them by force : but Dt. Slop 
fumoled fo vilely in pulling them out, it took off 
the whole eiFe£l; and what was a ten times worfe 
evil, (for they^feldom come alone in this life) in 
pulling out his forceps, his forceps unfortunately 
drew out the fquirt along with it. ^ 

'\^hen a propofition can be taken in two fen-* 
fe8,~ ris a law in difputation. That the refpon- 
dent may reply to which of the two he pleafes, or 
finds moll convenient for him* Ihis threw the 
advantage of the argument quite on my uncle 
Tory's ude. — Good God cried my uncle 
Toby, ‘‘ are children brought into the world with 
** a fquirt 


CHAP. XVI.. 

U PON my honour, Sir, you have 
tore every bit of Ikin quite oflT 
the back of both my hands, with your forceps, 
cried my uncle Toby 1 and you have crufii’d all 
my knuckles into the bj^rgain, with them, to a 
jelly. TTis yoCir own fault, faid Dr. Slop,— 
you Ihould have clinchM ypur two fills together, • 
into the form of a childVs head, as I told you,i» 

Md fat firm. - - J did f(^ anfwcred mv uncle 

Toby. 
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. * * f* 

Toby.— —Then the points of my forceps have 
not been fufficiently arm^d, or the rivet wants 
. clofing, or. elfe the cut on my thumb has n^ade 
me a little awkward,— or poffiMy-^-— — Tis 
•well, quoth my father, interrupting the detail of 
polTibilities,— that the experiment was ndt firff 
mUde upon my child^s head-piece.— It would 
not have been a cherry-ftone the worfe, anfwer- 
ed Dr. Slop. I maintain it, faid my uncle Toby, 
it would have broke the cerebellum, (unlefs, in- 
deed, the fkull had been as hard as a granadol 
and turned it all into a perfeft poflet. Pftiaw f 
replied Dr. Slop,v a child’s head is naturally as 
foft as the pap an apple the futures give 
way, — and befides, I could have extracted by 
the feet after.— Not you, faid ihe. — rather 
wiih you would begin that way, quoth my fa^. 
then ^ » 

Pray do, added my unde Toby. 


CHAR XVII. 

- A ND pray, good woman, after all, 
wiU you take upon you to ihy, it 
may not be the ehildV hip, as well as the child^r 
head ? fnoft certr'n^ the head ! replied the 
midwife. ^ ' Becaufe, eonfmued Dr. Slop, (turn- 
ing to^my fath^ as as thefe eld ladies 

generally are,'^i9 a pdiiC tcry difficult to know, 
arid of the««reateit cc^e^uente to be known $ 
becaufe. Sir, it tlfe hip is ihiftaken for the headJI 
there is a*^offibility, ^if it is a boy) the f6f« 
ceps. * 

# # ♦ ^ ^ 
poffibiUty was> Dr^ 
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cd very low to my father, and then to my uncle 

Toby. ‘There is no fuch danger, continued 

he, with the head.— —No, in truth, quoth my 
father,— ——but when your poffibility has ta-. 
ken place at the hip,— you may as well take o{f 
the head too. * 

^It is morally impoflible, the reader fliould 

iinderftand this,— ’tis enough Dr. Slop under-* 
flood it5— fo the green, baixe bag. in his 

hand, with the help of Obadi^jib’s pumps, h® 
trijmy pretty -nimbly, for a man of his (lae, 
croie the room, to tne door, — ^and from the door 
was fhewn the way, by the good old midwife^ 
to my mother’s apartment. 

CHAP.’ XVIII. 

I T is two hours and ten minutes,* - — — and no 
more, — ^ried my father, looking at his 
watch, (ince DnTSl^ atMpObadiah arrived, — ^and 
I know not how it happens, brother Toby, — ^but 
to my imagination,' it feems.altnoft an age. 

— JEfcre— pray, Sir, take hold of my cap,— 
nay, take the bell along with it, and my pantou- 
flea too. *' • ' 

'Kpw, Sir, they are all i;^t yiC^ur fefvice } and I 
freely make you a peefent of ’em,' on condition, 
you give me all your atlettttop to this chapter. 

Though *my father he knew not how 

** it happen’d,’’ — ^yet he knew"'vcry well now it 
happen^ o^and at the inftant he fpoke it, was 
{M’edegermined in his mind, to give my uncle 
Toby a clear* account of the matter, T>y a meta- 
pjiyfieal differtation upon’the fuhje£f of duration, 
and its fimple modes, in order to fhew my uncle 
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Toby, by what mechanifm and tncnfnraiions in 
the brain it came to pafe, that the rapid fiiccef* 
'fion of their ideas, and the eternal fcampeiing of 
•the difcourfe from otic thing to another, fince Dr. 
Slop had come into the room, had lengthened 
out fo fliort a period, to fo inconceivable an ex- 
tent . — ** I know not how it happens,' ’—cried my 
father,—** but it feems an age." 

— "ris owing entirely, queftH my uncle Toby, 
to the fuccelBon of our ideas. ' > 

My father, who had an itch in common with 
all philofophers, of rcafoning upon every thing 
which happened, and* acCouhtitig Tor it too, — 
propofed infinite pleafure to hjmfclf in this^, of 
the fuccellicn of ideas, and had not the leaft ap- 

E rehenfion of having it fnatch’d out of his hands 
y my uncle Toby, who (honeft man !) general- 
ly topk every thing as it happet^ed ; — and who, 
cn all things in the ^rld, troubled his brain the 
leafl with abftruTe tfa^king the ideas of time 
and fpace,— or how w came by thofe ideas,— 
or of What ftulF they wetc made, — or whether 
they were bdrn with us,— or we picked them op 
ait'erwards, as we went along,— of whether we 
did it in frocks — till we had got into 
breeches,— vl^ith a m u^d other inquiries and 
difputcs abont , tirfFiKiTir, pEEscinNCE, ti- 
JBEntY, iSECEssfT<^¥f%ld fo upcmwhofe 

defperam and uncbhlfiAe^ theories, ib mtey 
fine been 4^mbd and ctackrf, —►never 

did my |K^ie Tohy^s me leaft injury £ft all ; my 
^Iher l^w it,— and was no Icfs furprifed^ 'thbn 
he was.difappointed with my uncle’s for^uittes 
fointion. 

Do you underftand the theoiy of that'aflfair ? 
replied my father. 

“ Not 
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Not I, quoth mj uncle. 

—But you have ibme ideas^ ftid my father^ of 
what you talk about ?— 

No more than my horfe, replied my uncle 
Toby. 

Gracious heaven! cried my father, looking 
upwards, and clafping his two bands together,— 
there is a worth in thy honeft ignorance, brother 
Toby , — \wQte almoft: a pity to exchange it for a 
knowledge. — ^But Pll tell thee.— 

U'o underftand ^what time is aright, without 
which, we never can comprehend infinity, info- 
much as one is a portion of the other, — wc 
ought ferioufly to fit down, and confidcr what 
idea it is we have of duration, fo ns to giv. a fa- 
tisfaftory account, how we came by it. — What 
is that to any body? quoth my uncle Toby. 
* For if you will turn your eyes inwards upon 
your mind, continued my father, and obferve at- 
tentively, you will perceive, brother, that whilft 
you and I are talking together, and thinking and 
fmoking our pipes ; or whilft wc receive fuccef- 
fively ideas in our minds, wc knqw that we do ex- 
ift, and fo we eftimate the exiftence, or the conti- 
nuation of the exiftence of ourfelves, or any thing 
dfe commenfurate to the fuccellion of any ideas in 
our minds, the duration of ouffelves, or any fuch 
other thing co-exiftin^ QUr thinking, — and fo. 

according to ^hat pr^^j^jfieiyed — You puzzle me 
to death, cried my un^^^y.— 

— ’Tis owing- to tins, replied my fatheir, that 
in ,our computations of time, we are fo ufed to 
miqqces, ^ hours, ^ weeks, and montlhs>— and of 
clocks^ (1 wHh there tvas not a clock in the king- 
• • • ‘ ' 

* Hd. Locki. 


dom) 
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dom) to meafure out their feveral portioiid to up, 
and to thofe who belong to U8,«i*-4hat ’twill be 
well, if, in time to'come, the fucceffion of our 
jdeas be of aily ufe or iervice to us at all. 

Now, whether we obfervc it or not, cOntino- 
ed my father, in every found man’s head,< there 
is a regular fucceflion of ideas of one fort or o- 
ther, which follow each other in train, juft like 
—A train of artilleiy? faid my uncle Toby.-*- 
A train of a fiddle-mck ! — quoth -my father,— 
which follow and fucceed one another in our 
minds at certain diftances, juft like the images in 
the infide of a lantern, turned round by the heat 
of a candle. — declare, quoth my uncle Toby, 
mine are more like a fmoke-jack. — Fhen, brother 
Toby, I have nothing more to fay to you upon 
the lubje£l, faid my father. » 


CHAP. XIX. 

-\]^HAT a coajunfture was here 
VV loft! — ^My father, in one of his 
beft explanatory moods, — ^in eager purfuit of a 
metaphyfical point into the very regions where 
clouds and thick dU^kndfe would foon have en- 
compafted it about uncle Toby, in one of 
the fineft difpofittonj^^lbfr it in the world; — ^his 
head like a fmoke^jatje |^*the funnel unlWept, 
and the ideas whirHngr fmuid and round about in 
it, aU*bb*fufibited and Harkened over with fuligi- 
nous matterf— By the tomb-ftope of Lucian— if 
it is in ^being,— if not, fhen by his aQiesI 

aihes of. my d^r Rabelais,' ami ^arjn: 
efervantes !— my fatter and my uncle Toby’s dif- 
courfe upon tike antd dras 

' CQurfe, 
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rourfc cle\'^outIy to be wiflicd for ! and the pctU'- 
l.inc) of my lathet’b humour, in putting a flop 
to if, as he did, was a lobbcry of the Ontologic 
treafury, of fuch a je^vel, as no coalitivm of great 
oeoafioiis and gtcat men, are ever likely to icftore 
to it again. 


C H A P. XX. 


T IIO^ my fathei pcf lifted in not goi »g on 
M’ith the diftourfe, — yet he could not get 
my uncii Toby^s fniokc-jack ^ut of his head;—* 
piqued he was at firfl with it, — there was' 
lomjthing in the cemparifon at the bottom, 
which hit hi*? fancy; for which pm pofc, refting 
his elbow ufon the table, and reclining the 
ri^ht fide of his head upon the palm of his 
hand,* — but looking ffrft ftedfaftfy in the fire, — he 
began to commune with himfclf, and philofo- 
piii7e about it : Put his fpirits being wore out , 
with the fatigues of inweftigating new trails, 
and the conftant e.\cition or his faculties upon 
that variety of fubjefts which had taken their 
turn in the difeourfe,— idea of the fmoke- 
jack foon turned all his idoAs upfidc down, — fo 
that he fell afleep almoft before he knew ^hat he 
was ^ibout. 

. As for my uncle Toby, his fmb)cc-jact jhad 
not made A do7cn revolutions, before*Mic fell a- , 
fleep allb.— Peace be w'hh^th'em faoA 
Slop is engaged with the midwife and my mo-* 
VoL*r. ^ Y ther 
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thcr above flairs. — ^'frim is bufjr ii 
dd pair of jack-Jboots^ into a couple of mortars, 
to be employed in the ^Jegc^ of Meflina next 
‘ftimmer, — and is this inftant boring the touch- 
holes with the point of a hot poker. — All my 
heroes are off my hands; — ’tis the firft time I 
have had a moment to fpare, and Wl make ufe of 
it, and write my preface. 


THE 
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T H E 

Author’s P R E F A C E. 

N O, JMl not fay a word about it, — ^herc it 
is ; — in pubiiiliiiij; it,— I have appctded u> 
the work], — and fo the world I leave it ;— — it 
ini'fl fpeak foi iifelf. 

*ill I know of the matter ia, ^when I fit 

dow n, .niy intent was to write a good book j 
and, as far as the tenuity of my imderl^anding 
would hold out,— a wile, aye, and' a difercet, 

taking care only, as I went along, to put 

iiuo it all the wit and judgment (be it more 
or lefr) which the great Author 'and Beftower of 

them had thought fit originally to give me ; 

fo that,’ as your Worflups fee, — *tib juib as God 
pleases. 

Now Agalafles (fpe.iking difpraifingly) favetTi, 
That there may be fomc wit in it, for aught he 

knows, but no judgment at all. And Trif - 

tolemusr and Phutatorius agreeing thereto, ad% 
How is it poffible there fhould ? — -oi that wit.anil 
j-udgment in’this world never go together 5 ina(- 
mueb as they are two operations, difl'eiiiig frorn 

each other as wide as eaft is from well — 

So fays Locke,— -fo are farcing and hicUuplng, 
fay I. — But, in aiifwcr to this, Didius the grear 
churw-b lawyer, in his code, De faitandi ct illu- 
ftrandi faft^iis, doth maintain and maki fully, 
appear, That an illuftraiioa is no argument, — , 
nor do I maintain the wiping of a lopking-glaf; 
dean, to be a fyilogifm ; — but vou all, may it 
Y2 ‘ 
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plcafc V'lur v'Orrt)ips, fee the better for it,r— /!> 
tbit the *T lin rh^fe things do, is only to 

danty ilu unde rftaiKfiivii previous to the appH- 
c^ifion of tiic iTT-nnent iifclf, in order to frewt 
fioai any motes, or fpechs of opacuJar 

matter, vvhich, if left fwimmin^ therein, mi^ht 
hinder a conceprioii, and fpoil all. 

Now, my dear Anti-Shandcans, and thrice 
sible criticks, and fcilow-lahourers, (for to you I 

write this Preface) and to }ou mod mbtle 

flatefmen and difcrcet doctors (xlo, — ^ptill off 
jour beards) renowned for j;^ravity and wifdoin ; 
—Monopolos, my politician ;—Diditis, my 
counfc! ;*—K\fr reins, my friend ; — Pluitatoriiis, 
my guide; — Gaflriphercs, the piefcrver of my 
life ; — Somnolcntius, the balm and repofe of it ; — 
not forgetting all others, as well keeping as wak-^ 
ing,— *^cclefiaftieal as civil, w^hom, for brevi- 
ty, but out of no refentment to you, 1 lump all 
together, — ^Kclicve me, right worthy, 

My mod zealous wifli and fervent, prayer in 
your bdialf, and in my own too, in cafe the 

thing is not done already for us, is, that the 

^rcftt'‘ gifts and endowments, Iwth of wit and 
judgment; witji evciy thing which ufually goes 
along with them,— ~ filch as memory, fancy, 
genius, eloquence, Vj&ick^ parrs, and what nor, 
may tins precious moment, without flint or mca- 
fure, let or hindera^ers, (A poured down w'arni 
as c ach^of u$ could hear it^— fenm and fediment 
and all, (fori woiild not Iiave^a drop loft) into 
the .feveral receptacles, cells, cellules, dimi- , 
cciIeis,gdfimitorics, rcfe^lorks, and fpayi^phioes of 
^oun^ains,— in fuch Jbr(, that they might con-' 
to he injefted and tunn’d into, according 
the true intent and meaning of py vt^Hh, uiw 

til ' 
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til every veflel of them, fioth gicat and fniall, 
be fo iLplcninictl,^atUfatCil, and fillM up there- 
with, that no more, would it iave a man^s life, 
could f)onibly be got either in or out. 

J.lefe us ! — wdi.nt noble work we fliould make ! 
— Ih \v Ihould I tickle it oft‘! — and what fpiVits 
flic aid I find myRU in, to ba willing away for 
Inch leaders! — and you, — ^juft heaven! — wicli 
w li at raptures would )ou fit and read— But oh ? 

— 'tis too much, 1 am fitk, — ^1 faint away^ 

delicioully at the thoughts of it 'ris more 

til All nature can bear ! Lay hc'ld of n'‘e, — 

am giddy, — I am ilonc-bJind, rm dyiiig,— 

lam gone. Help I Help! Help — r - * 

But hold, — I glow fomething better again, for I 
am b' ginning to forefee, when this is over, that 
as we 111 ill all of us continue to be great wits,— 
w'e lliould never agiee amongft ourfelves, one day 

to an tiul: thcie would be fo much fatiro 

and lai calm, — fcofting and flouting, with rally- 
ing and repar teeing of it, — thruiling and parry- 
ing in one corner or another, — there >vouId be 
nothing but niifchief amongft us.— — -Chafte 
ftars I w hat biting and fcratching, and wh^t a 
racket and a clatter we fliould make, w»bat with' 
breaking of heads, and raiiphig of •knuckles, and 
hitting of fore places, — ^there w^ould be no fuclt 
thing as living for us. * " 

But then again, as tv^ fhould all of us be 
men of great judgment, we fhould m^ke up 
matters as faft. as ever they went wrong ; — and 
though we fiiould abominate each other, ten 
times.woffe than fo many devils or devilefTes, , 
we fhould Rev irthelf fs, my dear creatures, bc^ 

air courtefy and kindnefs, milk an4 honey ; 

/iwoulU be a fecond land of promife,-— 

• ' Y 3 
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paradife upon earth, if there was fuch a thjnpf * 
tp be had ;*^fo that, upon the whole, we fliouid 
have done well enough. 

* .AH I fret and fume at, and what naoft diftreC- 
fes my invention at prefent,, is, how to bring 
the* point itfelf to bear; — for, as your worfliips 
well know, that of thefe heavehly emanations 
of wit and judgment,^ which I have fo bountiful- 
ly; wiflicd both for your worfliips and myfelf,-^ 
tnere is but a certain quantum frored up for us 
all, for the ufe and behoof of the whole race of 
mankind and fuch fmall modicums of ^em are 
ofily fent forth into thk wide world, circulating 
here and there in one by-corncr or another, — 
an<fin fuch narrow ftreams, and at fuch prodi- 
gious intervals from each other, that one w^ould 
wonder how it holds out^ or could be fulficient 
for the wants and emergencies of fo many great 
itaies and populous empires. 

Indeed there is one thing to be confidered,. 
^at in Nava Zembla, North Lapland, -and in all 
tbofe cold and dreary trails of the globe, whichf 
^ mpro dire£fly under the artick and. antartick 
the whole province of a man’s 
cotreettiments lies, for near nine months to-* 
getheif> .within the aatrow compafe of hist cave> 
the-fpirits af e oempreiTed alinoft to no^ 
thing,— <md where of a man, witfc 

every thing which:* be&ir^^ to thei|i» are m 
frigid af the cone itfetf - t here, the^ Icaft 

jtidgment^maginabk does the ,bUQ^ 
of ^t^-'-4here is a total and an .abf 
^ cfeefpark is^wantedi— 
diKi ^rk is given.-ip-^^j^ngels sBid mmilhvs. 
defend , ufJ^What difmat ^^bing 
\lipd it ^aye/ ^ have govene^ a kmg^ 
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Jom, 10 have fought a battle, or* made a treaty, 
or-fun a m.itcli, or wrote a boolc, or got a child, 
or held a provincial chapter there, with fo plenti- 
ful a lack of wdt and judgment about us ! Foe 
mercy’s fake, let us think no more about it, but 
travel on, as faft as we can, fouth wards, into 

Norway, eroding over Swedeland, if you 

pleafe, through the fmall triangular province of 
Angermania, to the lake of Bothnia ; coafting 
Jong it, through call and weft Bothnia, down to* 
Carelia, and fo on, through all tliofe ilates and 
provinces which border upon the far lide of the 
Gulf of Finland, and the north -caft of the Bal- 
tick, up to Peterfburg, and juft ilcpping into I21- 

gria j then ftretching over, diiedlly from 

thcncc, through the north parts of the Rulfiaii 
empire-^— leaving Siberia a little .upon the left 
baud, till we get into the very heart of Ruffian 
and Afiatick lartary. 

Now, through this long tour which 1 have 
led you, you obferve the good people arc better 
off by far, than in the i>olar countries which we 

have juft left : for, if you hold your hand 

over your eyes, and look very attentively, yOu 
may perceive fome final] gJimjnerings (as it were) 
of wit, with a conifoi tabic pro vifior* of good pla]n 
houftiold judgment, which, taking the quality and 
quantity of it together, they make a,>verygood 
fliift with — ^and bad they more of cither the 

one or the other, it would dcftrqy the proper ba- 
lance betwixt them, — ^and I am faiisfied^ fhorco^ 
ver, they «would want occafioiis to put them to ufe. 

Now> Sir, if I condu£l you home agai^ into: 
this Warmef and. niore luxuriant illund, where 

C u perceive the fpring^tide of our blood and* 

mould tun high, -—where wx have more ambi--* 

tion^ 
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tion, and pi ide, and envy, and lechery, and other 
ulioitlbn paihons upon our hands to go\ern atid 
fuhjcft lo rcaion ; — the height of our wit, ^ and 
.the d**pth of our judgment, you fee, .i:e exa£Hy^ 
proportioned to the length afid breadth of our nc- 
ccflitiesj — and, accoidingly, uc ha\e them fent 
dov. n imon y|l us in furh i tlowing kind ol dtcent 
and credit ible pknry, that no one thinks he has 
any cauf- to comj Jain. 

It inufl, Iiovvcvci, be confeiTcd on this head, 

that, as our air hlov^s hot and cold, wet 

and dr), ten ciinei> in a day, ue have them iu 

no tegular and fettled way; fo that fonie- 

tirnes, foi near half a ctntuiy together, tlieicr 
fliall be veiy little wit or judgment, either to be 

feen or heard of amongft us: the fmall^ 

channels of them Jhall Iceni quite dried up, 

then all of a fiid/len the fluices ihaJI break out, 
and take a fit of running again like fur), — you 
would think they wmiild never (lop — and 
then It is, that in wliting and fighting, and twen- 
ty (ilher gallant things, we diive all the world be- 
fore us. 

It is by thefe obfervations, and a wary reafon- 
ingby analogy in that kind of argumentative pro- 
cels, which kVuidas Ci»%’*diale£lick indufti'»n, — 
that I diaw and let up this pofitioii as moil true 
and veritablt^. 

That of two luminaries, fo much of their 
irradiatiomt^^bfutferedfrom time to time to ihme 
down us, Hi, whefe infinite wifdom, 

^bidh etery thing in exa£l weight and 

kneifuw^iiows will juft lerve to light us on our 
way LflS this night of our obfev^'ty ;To that your 
revcTpbbes and worfflip^ how fii\d 9 ut, nor i$ \t 
a ijiofajtcnt longer iu my power it 
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yon, Th?it the fervent wifh in your behalf with 
which I let out, yrzs no more than the firft 
iiifiniiating How d’ye of a carclTing piefacef,, 
(lifing his reader, as a lover fcmetiines does a* 
coy miftrefs into filcncc. For, alas! could tbisi 
crTufion of light have been as jpafily procured^' 

as the exordium wiflicd it tremole to think 

how many thoufands for it, of benighted tra- 
vellers (in, the learned fcjcnces at leaft) miilfl 
liave groped and blundered on in the dark, .all 
the nights of their lives,— running their he^dj» 
againft.pbfts, and knocking out their brains 

or.t ever getting to •’their journey’s endj —7^ 

fome falling with their notes perpcndicuJaily in-* 
to ftinks,— others, horizontally, with their tailSj^ 
into kennels. Here one half of a learned, pro- 
feflion tilting full . butt againft the other half 6f 
it, aod'tlien tumbling and rolling, one half over 

the other in the dirt, liko hpgs* Here, the 

brethren of another profeflion, who lliould have 
run in oppofitidn to each other, flying, on the 
contrary, like a flock of wild geeie all in a 

-the fame way ; ^ W hat confufion I— whit ' 

mift^cs! -^fiddlers and painters judging by 

their eyes and ears— admirable ? — yuAing to the 
paflions excited — ^in anairlyng, oraflory paiflted 
to the heart, — ^inflead mealuring,^th^ by a 

q^uadraiit. . 

In the foreground of this plfturc, a ftatefman. 
mining the }>olit}Cal wheel, like a brut#, the 
WTong way round— againll the ftreani of corrupt 
tioirirs-By heaven f inftead of with it. 

2 n t 4 iis. coianer, a fon of the divine Efculapius, 
wrfting book againft predefti nation ; ptihaps • 
wor%-^£€^lii^ his patient’s pulfe, inflead of hi# 
anotecary^^^a’ brother of the faculty in the 
* 4 >ai;^k • 
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back ground upon his knees in tears, — drawing 
the curtains of a mangled vidlirn* to beg his for- 

givcnefsj ofleriiig a fee,^infl:ead of taking 

bne. 

' Jn that fpacious hall, a coalhidn of the gown, 
from all the Bars of it, driving a damn’d, dirty, 
vexatious caufc before them, with all their might 

and main, the wrong way ; rkicking it out of 

the grc 4 t doors, iuucad of in, — and with fuch 
fury in their looks, and fuch a degree of invete- 
qioyMn their manner of kicking it, as if the 
l^ws bad been originally made for the peace and 
prefervation of mankind ^perhaps a more 

enormous miftake committed by them dill, 

a litigated point fairly hung up j'—^for inftance. 
Whether John o’Nokcs bis nofe could ftand in* 
Tom o’Stiles his face, wdthout a trefpafs, or not, 
— — raflily deterrnined by them in five and twfo- 
ty minutes, which, with the cautious pro’s and 
eon’s, required, in fo intricate a proceeding, might 
have taken up as. mat^, months, '^and, if Gar- 
rt^rd oh^.upon. a military plan,* as your honotwii 
an Mtiqh (hould be, with all the flra- 
tagems .prafticafalc -therein, ~fuch, as 
forced marchesr--^*TJ*^^5*~^®™^^tifead©s,-**-- 
mafk4)atteries, and..a thpiifand other ftrokes of 
generaJfliip, which confifi in catching at all- ad- 
vantages on .J)oth . i*” - might realoifably 

have ’lafled #tcm as many years,^ finding food 
raim^etit all >that '4term for a ceniumvirate 
of . tb<bjgfofeffion. * ' *' ^ “ 

? Aspw;-the clerg y '^ r^i f I j^y 

a againil them. I’ll :be 

delire ; — aiul .if I had,-^^— 

for my foul touch upon tbe -fobjeft 
Witfi fuch weak nervcs and fpWtSy i^nddwthe con- 
dition 
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dition I am in at prefent, *twouId be as much as 
my life was worth, to dejeft and contrift mylelf 

with fo fad and melancholy an account, and^ 

therefore, ’tis fafer to draw a curtain aprofs, and* 
haften from it, as fall as Lean, to the main a^d 
piincipal point 1 have undertaken to clear up— and 
that is, How it conies to pafs, that your men of 
Icaft wit are*reported to be men of moft judg- 
ment. — But mark, — fay, reported to be,— »• 

for it, is no more, my dear Sirs, than a report, 
and which, like twenty others taken up every day 
upon truft, I maintain to be a vile and ^ tnaiici- 
ons report into the bargain. 

This by the help of the obfervations already 
premifed, and I hope already weighed and per- 
pended by your reverences and worfliips, I ftiall 
forth witfi make appear. 

I hate fet differtations,— and, above all things 
in the world, ’tis one of the fillieft things in oiic 
of them, to darken your hypothefis. by placing a' 
number of tall, opalce words, one before ano- 
ther, in a right line, betwjxt your owti .and your- 
reader’s conception,— when, in all likelihood^ ' 
if -you; had looked about, you- might have f<en 
Ibmething Handing, or banging^ up, which 
would have cleared the point at once—** f<it 
what hinderance, hurl ,or harm, doth the 
laudable defirc of luiawledge bring -feo any 
man, ^ if even' from' a fot^ a pot, a" fool, a 
‘‘ ftoolr^a wintcr-^nittaiit, a truckle /dr 
“ the lid of a goldfmith’s crucible, an pil feot* 
llc^ to old flipper, or a cane — —I 

am <this< moment fitting upon one. 'Wilt yoiu 
give me to illuftrajte ihis affair of wk < 

judgment^ by the two knobs on the tc^of the 
back of *they are on^ 'you fee* 

• Viili 



Tne^Li^ffi 


\vith tWb pegs ftuck {lightly into - "two 
lipleSi and will place what 1 Ime to' fay'in fo 
clear a' light, as to letjyou fee thAnigh the 
and meaning of my whole prfcfacfe, ‘as plainly As 
if, every point .and particle of it was iiiade’tip’^^ 
fun-bcAms. 

' I enter now direftly upon the " 

' — : Here ftands wtfj~ — —arid ' tbei'C 

Aands judgment, clofe befideat, juft thW#o 
knp^ Pm fpeaking ' of, updtt the :back‘*bf itbSs 
felf-tamc- chair;; 6n which 1 amriiting.' ^ 
w-juii-.; — Tou'^ fee, fhey arie the ftigheft arid 
^ molfl ornaiiierital ‘parts /of its frame,— as wit and 
ju'dj^meht are of ours, — andj like them too, in- 
diitmably both made and fitted to go together, 
in ord^r, as we fay in all fuch cafes of dtiplicated 
cmbclHihments, — to atifwer one another. ' ‘ 


Now, fot;thc (like of an experim<iiMf, ^tbfor 
the'^clearer 'itluftrating this matter,— -let us for^a 
mdmentV'take off one of thefc two curious or-» 
.laments (I care not which) from the pointer 
pinnae of the chair it now ftands on ; — —nay, 

dori’^' Jau'gh at it.— — Kut did you ever fee 

ii^ ;thc whole courfe of your lives fuch a ridicu- 
* lotfe bufinefe As this, has^iniule.of it ^ 

' WKyj. ^tis jAS'* mifecauie,|^ fight as a fow wk^ one 

AO A k vQ iwt'fh’l, 


praf^J^^S' b(f your' (Safii, drily vvr venvv c* ¥ v* 

S|irouf<t any . man, who valueckhis 
, ftrajw", have ^tntried ri pi^eldf 
p^^^aridMn fuch a 
tfpon youf 

ihts * 

ariy upori^arth,^ 1 
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in mind of the want of the other ? — and let me 
further afk^ in cafe the chair was your own, if 
you would not in your confciences think, radtet 
than be as it is, that it would be ten times bdtter 
without any knob at all. 

Now thefe two knobs- — o r top ornamen):s 
of the mind of man, -which croum the whole 
entablature,— being, as I faid, wit and judg- 
ment, which of all others, as I have proved it, 
are the moft needful, — ^the moll priz’d, — the 
moil calamitous ta be wdthout, and confequcQt- 

ly the hardeft to come at ; for all thcle rea- 

fons put together, there is not a mortal amongil 
us, fo deftitute of a Jove of good fame c. feed- 
ing,— —or fo ignorant of what will do him 

good therein, ^who does not wifli and fteti- 

faftly refolve in his own mind, to be, or to be 
thought, at leaftj mafter of the one or the other, 
and indeed of toth of them, if the thing feems 
any way feafible, or likely to be brought to 
pals. 

Now'', jour^raver gentry having little or no kind 
of chance in aiming at the one,—— unlcfs they 

laid hold of the other, ^pray what do you 

think would become of them ?— .Why, Sirs, 
in fpight of all their ^gravities, tftey muft e’en 
have been contented to have gonft with their it}- 
fidcs naked this was not to be boro, but 

by an effort of philofophy not to be fuppofed in 
the cafe we are upon,---*^ tharno one coi||d weU 
have been angry with them, had thev feen fa- 
tisfif^ with what little they coold fnatched 
up flpd iecreted under their cloaks and great pe* , 
they not rdfe^ a hue and ^ pt tie. 
faino nme againft the lawful o^vners. . 

V I TUed not tell your worihips, that this was 
•/ Vo|k» 1 * * Z •dfiM • 



done with fo much, cunning and artifice-~^hat 
the great Locke, who was feldom outwitted by 
falfe founds,— >~^wa8 ne^ertheleiS bubbled here. 
The. cry, it feems, was fo deep and fokmn a 
one, an^ what with the help o| great wig 9 ,ii.grat$ 
lj^ees,"and other implements of deceit, vrasr^ 
d^d fo general a one j^ainft tjhe |>oor wits in 
th|4 matter, that the. pfauofo^er -hiihfolf .WSA 

delved by it, ;it , was^his gloj^’.tp freciS^ 

'^^d . from the lpt|^r of a thoufm4 i^ulgar er^ 
r 9 ^-.. ^ ; ' ‘ ' .'^. «>' i ' iib ut this was hot of the number; lb 
jtj^ ihil^dibf fitting dq^ coolly, as.fuch a |)hi- 
Icropfaer.', fbiould have <fone, to have emmihed 
the matter of fa£l before he ^ilofophized upon 
It on. the contrary, he took the fa& for graht- 
ed, and fo join^ in with the cry, and hallopid 
if as bpifteroufly'as the reft. , 

, Ihfa , ha? made the magna'chatitijof 

^i^ ever ,fihce,'^but your reverences ;i:^th|y 
3^ haSfJtteen obtained in fucli a.minner, thaf 

Is neft worth agrQat^-^^hich^jbjf 

is'>nerof. the many antTvae in^fitfoni 
^^i^y^^;g[ajve folks, haVdPj'anf^;?^ 

,wi^^.,ttppn which ’f be 

uk 
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CHAP. XXI. 

E very day for at leaft ten years togetberj, 
'did my father r^lvc to ha\e it mendf^d 

*tis not mended, yet ; no family 

bi^t ounsjj would have born with it an hour,— — 
and wha^ is mbit aftoni(hin<;, tliere was ndt si 
fubjefl in ‘the world tipon'w'liich my father Wad 

fo eloquenti as upon that of door>hingd$.- ~ 

And yet at the lamc time, he was certainly bnfi 
of the greateft bubbles to them, I think that 
hiftory can produce : his rhetoric and c^nduft 

wdfe at perpetual handy-cuffs Never 

did the parlout door open — ^but his philofophy 
or hi(8 principles fell a victim w it; — ^thtce 
drops ^ of oil with a feather, and Wfmart Rroko 
of a hammer, had faved his honour for cvcr> 

— -Incortfiftenc foul that man is 1 

languiihing ^uikler wounds which be has tho 
power to heal !— — bis whole life a contYltdic* 
tion to his knowledge I— his le^fon, that 
precious gift of God to him-^inftcad of pour- 
ing in oil) fexving but to fharpgi bis fenfibili** 
ties,— to multiply his pains, and render him 
more melancholy and pneafy under diem !-«- 
poor unhappy creature tb^t he foould , do fo 
are not the Heceflal'y eaufes'of AiiMy in*thiy^ 
life^enow, but he muft iicUt yduntanf dnM to 
^t:6ck of forfow j— — ftrugele agdnfl which 
cannot be avoided, and utbmi^fo others*, 
a wSMH pwt ot the trouble fneV tpt^te firaSu • 
w^l^H^ixiove from 'his iltean for ever 
By df that is aii^^viitudus T i¥ Ihbfe 

of oil to be got, and a hammer to 
• ^ Z 2 • • be* 
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be found within ten miles of Shandy-Hall, 
the OaHoui dooit binge (ball be mended this 
rdjn. 


CHAP. XXII. 

igv 

W HEN corporal Trim bad brought his 
two mortars to bear, he was' deliglited 
with his handy- work above meafure ; arid knowing 
WhAt a plOafure it would be to his mnfter to fee 
them, he was not able to refill the defire he had 
of carrying them dire^lly into his parlour. 

Now, next to the moral leflbh I had in view 
in t^entiofting the affair of hinges, I had a Ibe- 
cObtivO Confideiation aiifing out of it, ind it is 
this. ‘ ^ 

Had the^parl6ur*door open’d and turlci’d updb 
Its hinges, as a door IhouJd do— 

- ,. „ ..Qr for example, as deyerly as otir 

government has been turning upon its hinges,— 
(tibat is, in cafe things have all along gone we)} 
with your worfliip,— otherwife I give up my 
fimrfe)-^in this cafe, I fay, there had been no 
danger either m matter or man in corporal Trim's 
peeping in : the mo icrtt he h id beheld my fa- 
ther and my uncle Toll^ fall afleep,— the re- 
^jpcftfulitefs of his carriage was fuch, he would 
have retirad as filent as death, and left them both 
id theis arm<»chair$, dreaming as happy as 
bad fotHXd^n^hem i but the thing was, mota] 
%4eskktng,^sjb very impra£licable, that for the loa* 
ny yearsUn^ winch this hinge was fjuffered ^ be 
and amongft the hourly gr,|evi^- 
»W?<sithef fubmittvd to upod iU accOt^— 
this 1 ^ one, that he never folded his ar^i^ 

take’ 
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take hb nap after dinner, but the thoughts of 
being unavoidablj> a(virakened by the firft perfon 
who iliould open the door, was always 
moft in his imagination, and fo incefint>y 
ftep’d in betwixt him and the Aril balmy prefage 
of his repofe, as to rob him, as he often' dc^ 
dared, of the whole fweets of it. ^ 

When thinj^s moyc upon bad hinged, 
pleafe your lordfmps, how can it^ otherwwl” 
Pray what’s the matter ? Who is there ? cyied 
my father, waking the moment the 4Qor began 

to creak.* ■ I wiOi the fmith would give a 

peep at that confounded hinge ’tjjs nothing, 
an* pleafe your honour, faid Trim, h it two 
mortars I am bringing in.~ --- -- T hey flian’t 
make a clatter With them heie, cried my lathei^ 
haftily.— — If Dr. Slop has any drags to 
pound, let him ‘do it in the kitchen.— -May 
it pleafe youi honour, cried Trim,— tli^y are 
two mortar-pieces for a liege nes^t fummer, 
which I have been making out of a pair of jacV 
boots, whieb Obadiah 'tgld me your honour bad 
left off wearing — By heaven ! cried my faster, 
fpringing out of his chair, as he fwore,-«*-^rI 
have not one appointment belonging to me, 
which I jTet fo much ftore by, dh I do by tbefe 

{ ’aek-boots, — ^thcy were qup great-grandfather’s, 
brother Toby, — they ,wer^ here<^itary. . Then jt 
fear, quoth my uncl^ ^'^Toby, Trim nay cut qi^r 
tbp entail.— S nave only cut off the tops, an* 
*yoUir honour, cried Trim*--<-^Zp|y|jiid^ ii I 
ha^ perpetuities « as much as any mai^ 
crie4jdtny father,— but thefe japk-boots, cqnti- , 
lyt^^lhue, (feiijing, thojyglj, very an»y ^t tli«* 
{ame Jhave been in^e familyj, ^ 

w'jjwce tpc cml vars vsrSir Roger &fean<Ky. . 
Z 3 
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thttn at tlie battte'of MarftoB-Mdo#— >1 ieehti I 
xvtfRld'^iot have taken tenifdlinda ^ 

I’ll paj you the money, brother Shandy, quotliM 
nly uncle Toby, looking at the two mortafa with 
hinnite pleaiiirq, and putting bi« band into bi^ 
breeches-pocketi as he tleWed^ them- — ^1*11 pay 

E " l the tem pounds this mameat with all my 
It and foul. ' •*'*/< 

^ BioASer Tot>y, replied my fa^Nai, altoingfm 
tmih, you car^'not whhtmmsey yovdil^te^niMb 
sfardw away, providdd, eontinued he, ^tis but up* 
on a fic!ge-~^afV« I not a hundred and twenty 
pbtmda a yW, bhfides *ttn half-pay i ctied sny 
•ftcle Toby.— What> is tmt, my flathet^ 

haltil]^-<»^o ten pounds for a pair of ^k* 
hoots ?— twelve ^ineas for yodr pontoons ?— w 
Balf as lAueh for your Dutch draw-bridge f— to 
fay 'ihAfling of the tiain of little brals-artiUery 
you'hiefpoke laft week, with twehty other prepa* 
satidns forthe fiege of MeOma : benevf me^ dear 
Bfofoer Toby, eontinued my fatbeiv taking blnal 
f^ly by riia handy— diefo military (^erttiensWf 
y(|||t are aboue yout ftrength }— you mean well j 
Biwher— but they catry yoa into greateiir etpehi 
ces than you were firiVaware of j— and'take my 
word, dear Tbby,‘^h“y*^will in the end quit* 
Tuks yout fortune^:' ann Inake a beggsW of you.-— 
What- S^ fies it 'if they do, bmther, replied my 
docie fo long as we know ’ds ■for the gOod 
flif the wwoa^ 

My nbt help finiling ftftr his foeti * 

•—Md wttger it nii Wnrft was-never more fodft W 
ijliakhi— the zeal and 6inplicifo,of T ni jlfei** 


inItmiWoi . ‘>-ft 
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Generous iQub!'>->Go 4 pioTper xou’botli and 
pur moctfMC'pieces Ujfft quoth my &tber 40 )nin* 

relf« ' * « 


CHAP. xxra. i 

* w 

A L L it quiet and huih, cried my father^ at 
ieaik a^ve ftai rs — — I hear not on^ fyot 
fturring^ i" *-* ! » P rithee> Trim* who is in 
kitchen ? Tliere is no one ibul in the kitelten^ 
anfwered Tdmt making a low bow as he fpqjke, 
except. Dr. Slop.-— — Confufiqn I cried qtP' 
^har» <gettitig up upon his legs a fedtMid timel 
—not one fingk thing has gone right dus tjkyT 
had 1 kith in aiholo^a brother, (which by unq 
by, my fathec had) I wmUd have fwom fomo 
retrograde phuiet was hanging over this unfortu-* 
nate houfe of mine, and turning every indivi- 
dual thing ki it out of its place*— •*T~'Why, 

1 tkou^ Dr,. Stop had been above ftairsei^ 
my wito, and lb faid yoa.-~^>«-*~,^'Wjbat;tmq 
the f^w be puzzling about in the hit^ueii f— 
He^is hufy, an* pleaie your honour^ replied 
Ttim„ ip makit^ a bridge."*— " ' -■ ■ ■■ T is .very or 
bliging in hfan, ouath uncIwToj^t— 
pray {pve ipy bumble (^ice to Dr. Si^ly,Triiny 
and tell him 1 thank hiin.heartito. I 

Tptt muft knov, my uncle ' 1 ^% toptooh (hb 
bridge as widely as my father tniftooh the tnor* 
thrsu— dmt to uaderuand bpw my Toby 
could miftakc the brigde,- — I feat | n^give 
yon,^ exad account of ^e load whi 4 > tod to , 
U l««f..vQr,* «o drt^ my jnetaphor, (for thqre 
a*.^Mbing Wre diiho^.in an Inlitomn^ than* 
^ 0 . m one) * ' . "j g, order to.qonccive the 

probability 
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srobabilHy of this etror in my vncle Toby aright, 
I m^ft give you fome account of adventme 
of Trim’s, though much againft my will ^ I fay 
much againll my will, only becauie the ftory, 
in one lenfe, is certainly out of its place here ; 
for by right it fhould come in, either amongll 
^e aneedbtes of my uncle Toby’s amours i^ith 
widow Wadman, in which corpt^ Trim wim^oo 
mean after, ■ - - -or elf^ in the middle of his 
and my uncle Toby’s campaigns on the bowling- 
green, — ^for it will do very well in either place ; 
-———but then if I relerve it for either of thofc 
parts of my (lory,— 4 ruin the ftory Fm upon, 
—and if I tell it here, — anticipate matters, and 
ruin it there. 

—What would your worlhips have me to do 
in this .cafe ? 

—Tell it, Mr. Shandy, by all means. — ^You 
are a fool, TViftram, if you ^ 

O y^ Powers ! (for powers ye are, and great 
pnes too)— which enable mortal man to tell a 
worth the hearing,-— that kindly fliew 
him, wh^e he is to begin it,— and where he is 
m end itr— what he is to put into it,— and j^hat 
he is to leave out,— how’much of it he 
call inu> ibade‘, whereabouts he is to tbtov^ 
his- lightl— -»jy Y& who prefide oyer this 
Ts(l empire of biogrppnijcal freebooters, md fee 
hoW many Icrapes and pluoges your fubjeftSj 
hoprly fall into )— .will you one thing ? ^ 

, I.hcg and 

mtbim hetl 9 r,f<ur jfs) that wherever, In a«tjr 
pariio^ur dominioits it lb falls put, that thi^e/^ 
rpsds meet in opepoint, >48 j^i^jdbne 
$hat at fell you, % hp 
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poft, in the centre of thexni in mere charity, to 
direA an uncertain devi!^ which of the three he 
is to take. 


CHAP. XXIV. 

* 

T HO* the (hock my uncle Toby received the 
year after the demolition of Dunkirk, in 
his affair witK widow Wadwan, had fixed him 
in a refdlution, never more to think of the fex*, 
— or of aught which belonged to it $~-»yet cor- 
poial Trim had made no fuch bargain with fainii* 
felf. Indeed, in rtfy uneic Toby's cafe,*thr*e was 
a Afange and unaccountable concurretice of *cir*« 
cumftamieS, which infenfibly drew him in to lay 
ficge to Aat fajr and ftrong citadel.— Tiim^S 
cafe, 'there a cortcuitence of nothing in the 
world, but of him and Bridget in the kitchen ; 
— -thtrtigh, in truth, the Jove and veneration he 
bore his mailer was fuch, and fo fond was he^of 
imitating him in all he did, that had my uncle 
Toby employed his time and genius in tagging 

of Joints, am perfuaded the honeft corporal 

would have laid down his arms, and followed 
his example with pfeafure. When* therefore, my 
uncle Toby fat down before the miltrefs,— <or- 
pofal Tiiin^incoiniiiently took ground before, the 
maid. 

Now, my dear friend Garrick, whon^ I haiNS 
fo much caufe to efteem and honour,— (why, or 
wherefore, 'tis no matter) — can it cfcape your pe- 
netraiaon, — defy it, — ^that fo many plav-wifehts, « 
and opfficers of chitnehst have ever finee oeen« 
working upon 'Trim's and my uncle Toby's pat- 
gare .not what Ariftotle, or Pacu- 

«vjus, 
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vius, or BoiTu^ or Ricaboni^ fay — ^(♦■horgh I ^e- 
i^er fbad one of thtih)— there is not a g;i‘cater dif- 
fa^enee between a fingfe-horfe ch^r arttf madam 
Pompadour’s vis-k-vis, thjn betwixt a finglea- 
mQur^ and dn amour thus nobly doubled , spm go- 
ing upoh atl four^ pran^ii^ tnroughout a grand 

drama. ^Sir, a fmiplc, fingle, filly af air of that 

kindy-^is <}uite loft in five aS.8,^but that is nei- 
ther here nor there. 

After a feries of attacks and ^^repulfes ill a 
courfe of nine months OQ my uncle Toby’s quar« 
ter, a moft minute accounif of every particular 
of nthieb ihall be giv<m in its pr6|)er place, my 
nncle Toby, hondh matt ! found it neceftary to 
draw off Ms forces, atid raife the ftege fotnewBat 
indfignaticly. ' ' 

C^r^m TrJmi as I faid, had t^idr no filch 
bargain, eiiher Dvith hitnfeW--^r aUV one 
cHet^^the fidelicyi howler, <ff his heart not dif- 
fering him to go into a hotife which 1^ maftcr 
had tor&ken wlm difguft, — ^he contented himfelf 
with turnine«his part of the liege into a blockade, 

-—that is, ne keeps others off ^ for though he 

never after went to the houfe, yet he never met 
Bridget in the village, but he would either nodp 
or wink> or fmile,^ or look kiitdly at her .. .or 
(as cireumftances diu6^) he woulch £hake her 
by*' the banil,-~'Or alk her lovingly bgw did, 
would give hca* a ribamt } - a nd now and 
then, fhdogb ii^er but when it could be dond 
Udlh decorum^ would give Bridget a 
' Precifdy in tbit fituation did tbefe things As&i4 
far five years $ that is, from ihe demoSfiem ht 
<,l>imkirk in 2he yearsbiONten, fb the Ikttef^dnd itf 
my uli^ltt Toby’s campaign in the ^ear eiAtoeh, 
wmeh was about fix or feven 

' tune 
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time rm fpeaking of,-^~T^wh€n Trim, as bb 
cudom was after he bad put my uncle Tobjr ta 
bed, going down one moon-(hiny night to fed 
that every thing was right at his fortification^,* 
——in the lane feparated from the bowling-green 
with flowering fl^ba and holly, •^-^he efpied his 
Bridget. * 

As the corporal thought there was nothing in 
the world fo well worth (hewing as the glorious 
works which he and my uncle Toby had made. 
Trim cQurteouily and gallantly took her by the 
hand, and led her in r-^This was not done fo 
privately, but that the feul-moutVd trumpet of 
Fame carried it from ear to ear, tilt at ler^th it 
reach’d my father’s ; with this untoward circum« 
(lance along with it, that my uncle Toby’s curi« 
oua draw 4 )ridge, conlbu^d and painted after 
the Dutch fafhion, and ^ioh went quite acroft 
the ditch^— was broke 4||p how or 

ther crufli’d all to pieceslmat very' nighv^ 

My fatfie<*9 as you have obferved, had no great 

efteem f<^" my uncle Toby’s bobby«horfc,-< he 

thpMghJt; It the moil ridiculous horfe that ever 
mounted $ and indeed, unl^ tny un* 
cld^ooy yexed hjm sboi^t it, could never tfamk' 
of It once, without fmiling at it . ( b that it 
never eould get lame, pr happen any ipifchance, 
but it ticklpd my father’o^ imagmarion beyond 
meaAire $ but this beang an accident mu«dk more 
)m 8 Juvfmoar thau any 0114 which ha4 ']pet be<>t 
faU*n it} it proY^ ap inexhfHiAable 6uidaf eii» 
terta^imeat to 

^ moi^ettpiiliy howow 
~ tM h a | | j^ e n xj4« . "** "H ow asm fotd 1 

atje m mnm ahwt it ? my HBdii!i Teky^ 
jofdjfywitweatji tjmwy - 

wri 
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word for word as Trim told it P rithee^ 

how was it then, corporal ? my father would cry, 
turning to Trim.^— -It was a mere misfortune, 
tm* pleafe your honour 5— —I was (hewing Mrs.' 
Bridget our fortifications, and in going too near 
the edge of the fofse, I unfortunately dipt in.^-~ 
Very well, Trim ! my father would cry, — (fmiU 
ing myfierioully, and giving a nod, — but with- 
out interrupting him) ^and being 'link’d faft, 

an’ pleafe your honour, arm in arm with Mrs. 
Bridget, I dragg’d her after me, by means of 
whicn ihe fell backwards fofs againfi the bridj^C. 
— - And Trim’s foot (my uncle Toby would 
cry, taking the ftorv out of his mouth) getting 
into the cuvette, tie tumbled full againft the 

bridge too. It was a thoufand to one, my 

uncle Toby would add, that the poor fellow did 
not break nis trdly, myfather would 

fay, — 2L limb is loon bn^f brother Toby, in fuch 
encounters.^— And an* pleafe your honour, 
the bridge. Which your honour knows was a very 
flight one, was broK down' betwiict us, and fplin- 
tered all to pieces. 

At other times, but efpecially when my uncle 
Toby was fo unfortunate as to fay a fyllable'a- 
bout caijnonsJ bombs, i>r petards,-— my father 
would e&hauft all tl.e (lores of his eloquence 
(which indeed were very great) in a pancgyrick 
upon the^ATTERiNCP-EAMs of the Ancients,— 
rile v\NEA 'wlttch Alexander made ufe of at the 
fiege of Tyire.--r-----Hc would tell my unde To- 
by of the CATAPULTiS of the Syrians, which 
threw fudt monftrous ftones fo m^y hqndred 
qnd (book the ftrongeft bulwarlU froip"t|ieir 
Very would go and 

fiapbe 
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fcribe th^ wonderful mecbanifn) of the 
TA, which Marcellinus makes fo much rout 
bout,*-*^the tcrjible cffefite of the pyraboh, 
which caft fire, — the danger of the terebra 
and SCORPIO, which caft javelins. — —But what 
are thefc, would he fay, tp the dellruftive Air- 
chinery of corporal Trim ? — ^Believe me, brother 
Toby, no bridge, or baftion, or fally port th^t 
^ver wa$ conftrudled in this world, can hold out 
againft fuch artillery. 

My uncle Toby would never attempt any de- 
fence againft the force of this ridicule, but that 
of, redoubling the vehemence of fmoking his 
pipe } in doing which, he raifed fo denfe a va- 
pour one night after fupper, that it fet Xiij fa- 
ther, who was a little phthifical, into a fuitocat- 
ing fit of violent coughing ; my uncle Toby JeapM 
up, without feeling the pain upon bis groin,— 
and, with infinite pity, flood befide his brother's 
chair, tapping his bacK with one hand, and hold- 
ing his head with the other, and from time to 
time wiping his eyes with a clean cambiick hand- 
kerchief, which he pull'd out of his pocket.—*- 
The afiediionate and endearing manner in which 
my uncle Toby did thefe little offices,— cut my 
father throl his reins, for the paift he had juft; 

been giving (him- ^May my brains be knock'd 

out with a battering-ram, or a catapuUa, I care 
not which, quoth my father to himfelfi^f eyer 
{ infiilt this worthy foul more I 


A a 


VojL. I. 


CHAR 
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. CHAP. XXV. 

T he draw -bridge being held irreparable^ 
Trim was ordered direftly to fet about 

another j ^but not upon the fame model j for 

cardinal Albcroni’s intrigues at that time being 
difcovered, and my uncle Toby rightly forefeeing 
that a flame would inftantly break out betwixt 
Spain and the Empire^ and that the operations of 
the enfuing campaign muft, in all likelihood, be 
either in Naples or Sicily,— he determined upon 
an Italian bridge, — (my uncle Toby, by the by, 
was not far out in his conjeftufes) ; — but my fa- 
ther, who was infinitely the better politician, and 
took the lead as far of my uncle Toby in the 
binet, as my uncle Toby took it of him in the 
field, — convinced him, that if the King of Spain 
and the Emperor went together by the ears, that 
England and France and riolland muft, by force 
of their pre-engagements, all enter the lifts too j 
— <ind if fo, he would fay, the combatants, •bro- 
ther T'oby, as fure we are alive, will fall to it 
again, pell-mell^ upon the old prize-fighting ft'age 
of Flanders r-^then whdt will you do with your 
Italian bridge ? 

wil^ go on with if, then, upon the old 
model, cried in^'iincle Toby. , 

Whev corporal Trim had about half finifhed ft 
in, that ftile, — ^myfuncle Toby found out a capi-^ 
tal defeat in it, which he had never thoroughly 
'copfiefered before. It turned, it 

both ends o£!it,«openinjr in the midme, 
one half Of which turning to one tide of th^j^&, 
.And the other to the others the^dvaniagdbf 

which ‘ 
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which was this, that by dividing the weight of 
the bridge into two equal portions, it impowered 
my uncle Toby to raife if up, or let it down with 
the end of his crutch, and with one hand, which, 
as his jrarrifon was weak, was as much as be 
could well fparc ;-‘~byt the difadVantag^s of ‘Alch 
a conllruftion were infurmountable, — for by this 
means, he ^^ould fay, I leave one half of my 
bridge in my eiicmy^s pofleffion,-— and" pray of 
what ufe is the other ? 

The natural remedy for this, was, no doubt, to 
have his bridge faft only at one end with hinges, 
fo that the w^hole might be lifted up togethtr, and 
(land bolt upright but that vras reje£lcd, for 
the reafon given above. 

For a whole week after, he was determined in 
his mind to have one of that particular conftruc- 
tion which is made to draw back horizontally, to 
hinder a palTage ; and to thruft forwards agam 
to gain a paflage,— of which forts your Wor*- 
lliips might have feen thiee famous ones at Spires 
before ks defti'ufiion,— 4 ind one now at Brifac, if 
1 miftakc not 3— ^but my father advifing my uncle 
Toby, with great earneftnefs,. to have nothing 
more to do with thrufting bridges;*-^ — and my 
uncle forefecing, moi cover, that k would but per- 
petuate the memory of the corporal’s misfortune, 
-^he changed his mind, for that of the marquis 
d’ Hopital’s invention, which the younger Ber«* 
nouilli has fo well an4 learnedly defcribed, as 

your worfhips may fee, ^Aft* Erud* tipf. an. ^ 

—to thefe- a lead weight is an eternal ba- 
lance, and keeps watch as well as* a couple of 
centinels, fn*as much as the conftruflion of thezrf 
was a curve line apprOxiihating to a cycloid, '—If 
not a cycloid itielf. 

A a 2 ^ My* 
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My uncle Toby underftood the nature of a pa- 
rabola as well as any man in England, — ^but was 

not quite fuch a mailer of the cycloid ^ . h e 

talked, howevei, about it every day the Iwidge 
went notforwards.—— We’ll aik foMebody about 
it, cried my uncle Toby to Trhn> 


CHAP. XXVI. 

W HEN Trim came in, and told my fathec 
that Dr. Slop was in the kitchen, and 
bafy in making a bridge,— my uncle Toby,— — 
the affair of the jack-boots having juft then rai- 
led a train of military ideas in his brain,— -took 
it inftantly for granted, that Dr. Slop was making 
a model of the marquis d’ H 6 pital’s bridge. - - 
’Tie very oUiging in him, quota 'my uncle Toby; 
— ^pray give my humble fervice to Dr. Slop, 
Trim, and tell him I thank him heartily. 

Had my uncle Toby’s head been a Savoyard’s 
box, and my father peeping in aH the time at one 
end of it— It could not nave given him a more 
diftini^ conception of the operations in my uncle 
Toby's imagination, thamwhat he had ; io, not- 
withftanding the catapults and battering-ram, and 
his Ntter imprecation about them, he was juft be- 
giRntng.to triumph— 

When Trim’s anfwer, in an inftant, tore the 
laurel fbm hU brows, and twifted it to pieces* 


C'H kT. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 

T his unfortunate draw-bridge of 
youis, quoth my father— God 
blefs your Honour, cried Tiim, 'tis a bridge* for 
mafter’s nofe — ^In brinpng him into the world 
with his vile inftruments, he has crufhM his nofe, 
Sufannah fays, as flat as a ^pancake to his face, 
and he is making a falfe bridge with a piece of 
cotton and a thin piece of whalebone out of Su- 
fannah’s ftays, to raife it up. 

— Lead me, brother .'toby, cried my father, 
my room this inilant. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 

> . 

F rom the firft moment I fat down to write 
my life for the amufement of the world, 
and my opinions for its idflrudion, has a cloud 
infenfibly been gathering over my father .—A tide 
of little evils and diflre^es has been fetting in a- 
gainft hiitv— Not one thing, as he obferved him^ 
felf, ha5 gone right and now is the flornf thick- 
enM, and going to break, and pour down fuU up« 
on his head. 

I enter upon this part of my .ftory in the moft 
penfivc and melancholy frame of mind, t^iat e« 
ter fympathetick bread was touched with.— ?My 
nervis relax as I tell it. — ^Every line I ^rite, .1 , 
feel an abatement of the quicknefs of my pulfc, 
and pf that carelefs alacrity with it, which every 
day of my life prompts iJje to fay and write a* 
^oylai^d things I fliould not "And this mot 
' ^ A a 3 ment ^ 
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ment that I laft dipp’d my pen ‘into my ink, T 
could not help taking notice what a cautious air 
of fad compofure and folemnity there appear'd 
in my manner of doing it.— Lord! how difFe* 
fent from the raffi jerks, and hair-brairt’d fquirts 
thou art worii, Tnftram, to tranfafl it with in 
other humours, — dropping thy peny— fpurting 
thy lYik about thy taWe and thy bcwks, — ^as if 
thy pen and thy ink, thy books and thy furniture, 
coft thee nothing ! ^ 


CHAP. XXIX. 

-T WON'T go about to argue the point 
‘ JL with yoiii»-^'tis fo, — and I am per- 
fiiaded of it. Madam, as much aa can be, That 
both man and wman bear pain pr forrow, 
(and, for aught I know, pleafure too) heft in a 
horizontal pofition.” 

The moment my father got up into bis cham- 
ber, be threw bimfelf proftrate acrofs his bed, ia 
the wildeit diforder imaginable, but, at the fame 
time, in the moil lamentable attitude of a man 
born down wjjh furrows, that ever the eye of 
pity dropp'd a tear for. — ^The palm of his right 
hand, as he fell upor tSe bed, receiving his 
forehead, and covering thfe greateft part of both 
his ^es, geiitl>' funk down inrith his head (his 
Sclbow giving way backwards) till his nofe 
touch'd cthe his left arm hung infenfibly 

over the fide of the bed, his knuckles reclining 
{ upon th^' handle *of the chamber-pot, which 
» peepM beyond the valance, — ^Ws right leg 
'«(his le^ being drawn «up towards his body; 
igqspg over the tide of the bed, thfi edge of 
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' It prcffing up(m his fliin-bonc.—- He felt it not. A 
fixed, inflexible forrow took poflTefliion of every 
line of his face. — He figh^ once„ — sheaved his 
bread often, — but utter’d not a word. 

An old fet-ftitch’d chair, valanced and fringed 
around with party-coloured worded bobs, jlood 
at the bed’s head, oppofite to the fide where my 
father’s head reclined.— My uncle Toby fat him 
down in 

Before an aflli£lion is digefted,— coniblation 
ever comes too foon'— and after it is digeded,-^ 
it comes too late : fo that you fee, M^dani, 
there is but a mark between thefe two, as fine 
almod as a hair, for a comforter to take aim at : 
niy uncle Toby was always either on this f !e, or 
on that of it, and would often fay, He believed 
in his heart, he could as loon hit the longitude ; 
for this r^afon, when he fat down in the ebair,^ 
he drew the curtain a liftle forwards, and, ha- 
ving a tear at every one’s fervicc,— he pull’d out 
a cambrick handkerchief, — ^gave a low figh ,— h 
but held his peace. 


CHAP. XXS. 

— A LL is not gain that is got into the 
jCjL purfe. — So that, notwith- 
ftanding my father had the happinefs of reading 
the o^ded books in the univerfe, and h^d more- 
over, in himfelf, the oddeft way of thinking, that * 
ever man in it was blefs’d with, yet it had this 
drawback upon him after all,— that if laid himi 
open to fome of the otUleft and mod whimlical 
diftrefie^-^of which this particuliJ’ one, which 

he* 
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he funk under at prefent^ is as ftrong an example 
as can be given. 

No doubt, the breaking down of the bridge 
of a child’s nofe, by the edge of a ^jair of for- 
ceps, — however fcientifically applied,— would vex 
any .man in the world, who was at fo* much pains 
in begetting a child, as my father was, — yet it 
will not account for the extravagance of his af- 
fliftion, or will it juftify the un^riftian manner 
he abandoned and furrender’d himfclf up to. 

To explain this, I muft leave him upon the 
bed for half an hour, — ^and my uncle Toby in his 
old fringed chair fitting befide him. 


CHAP. XXXI. 

~T THINK It a very unreafonable de#- 
JL mand,— cried my great grandfather, 
twilling up the paper, and throwing it upon the 
table.— Bv this account, Madam, you have but 
two thouland pounds fortune, and not a fhilling 
more, — and you infill upon having three hundred 
pounds a-year jointure for it.— 

Becaufe,” replied my great grandmother, 

you have little or no nofe. Sir.’’ — ’ 

Now, beford I venv to make ufe of the 
word* Nofe a fecond time, to avoid all con- 
fufidn tp what will be faid upon it, in this inte- 
rellin^ fAti of my ftor^, it may not be amifs to 
ex^ain jftiy own meaning, and define, with ■'all 
pbmblc exafl^fs in'* piccifion, what I would 
willingly bd tmderllood to mean by the term : 
rbdng of tfpinion, that ’tis owing- tg the negli- 
fehet and pcrverfenefs o/ tyritert, in dclpifing 
this precilfction, ind to nothing 
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nil the polemical writings in divinity, are not as 
clear and demonftrative as thofe upon a Will 
o’thc wifp, or any other found part of philofophy, 
and natural purfuit ; — ^in order to which, what 
have you to do, before you fet out, unlefs jrou 
intend to go pu22sling on to the day of judgment, 
— ^but to give the woild a good definition, and 
ftand to It, of the main word you have moft oc*- 
cafion for, — changing it, Sir, as you would a, 
guinea, into fmall coin ? — ^which done,— -let the 
lather of confufion puzzle you, if he can $ or 
put a diffeient idea either into your head, or 
)our render’^ head, if he knows how. 

In books of (Iriil: morality and clofe rea>on- 
ing, fuch as this 1 am engaged in,— >the negle£l 
is mexcufable ; and heaven is witnefs, how the 
uorld has revenged itfelf upon me, for leaving fo 
many openings to equivocal ftridurcs, — and for 
depending fo much as I have done, all along, 
upon the clcanlinefs of my reader’s imagina** 

^Here are two fenfes, cried Eugenius, 

ns we walk’d along, pointing with the fore- 
finger of his right hand to the word Crevice, in 
the fifty-fecond page of the fecoiid volume of 
this book of'books, — here arc two^fcnfes,— quoth 
he. — And here are two roads, replied I, turn- 
ing fhort upotT him,— a dirty and a clean one,— 
which fliali we take?-^Tbc clean,— ^bjr qlt 
means, replied Eugemus* Eugenius, faid f, 
ftepping before him, and laying ipy han*d upcm 
his bread, — ^to define — is to diftruft.— Thus, 

I trii^mphM over Eugenius; but I triutnpb’d o- ^ 
ver him as i always do, jike a fool.— ’Tis mj 
comfort, however, f am not an obftiisate one^ 
therefdir^ 

I define 



The Life and Opinions >af 

I define si nofe, as follows, •-Entreating only 
beforehand, and befeeching my readers, both 
male smd female, of what age, complexion, and 
pondition foever, for the love of Opd and thpir 
own fouls, to guard againft the temptations and 
fuggeftions of the devil, and fufier him. By no art 
or wile, to put any other ideas into their minds, 
than what I put iptn my definition.— ———For 
by the word Nofe, throughout all this long chap- 
ter of ixofes> and in every other part of my work, 
where the word Nofe occurs,— I deplarc, by 
that word 1 mean a Nofe, and nothing more, or 
lefs. 


CHAP. XXXII. 

"DEcaose,” quoth pay great-grand- 
J3 mother, repeating the words again, 
“ you have little or no nofe, Sir.”— 

S’death ! cried my great grandfather, clapping 
his hand upon his nofe,— ’tis not fo fniall as that 
comes to j— ’tis a full inch longer than my fa- 
ther’s.— —^ow, my great grandfather’s nofe 
was for all thp world lixe unto the nofes of all 
the men, women, and children, whom Panta- 
gruel found dwelling upon the ifland of £n^a» 
aiH^^>r**^By the way, if you would know the 
.ftrange way of getting a-km amgngfi; fq fiat-nor 
led a peap(e,Mr*you muft read the i — had it 

out yoilfl^, you •ever’can.— 

fiuqiedt Sir, like an.ace of cli^. 

— «Tsaa<’/i}ll i<¥:h, continnpd my great-^andr 
fatheih.^d>refiij|g up the ridge of his ftofe with hia 
*ipget jfid thumo, and* repeating his afiertuMi, 
—’tis 9 full inch longer, madam^ thhn my fa- 
■* ‘ Xthcr's.-^ 
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thcr*s.— T ou muft mean your uncle’s^ replied my 
gi eat-grandmother. 

My great-grandfather was convinced. 

'He untwifted the paper, and (igned the ar*-- 

tide. 


CHAP. XXXIII. 

an unconfcionaMe jointure, my 

VV dear, do we pay out of this fmall e- 
ftate of ours, quoth my grandmother to my grand- 
father. 

My father, replied my grandfather, had nom )rc 
nofe, my dear, faving the mark, than there is 
upon the back of my hand.~ 

——Now, you muft know, that my great- 
grandmother outlived my grandfather twelve 
ycais; fo that my father had the jointure to pay, 
a hundred and fifty* pounds, half yearly— (on 
Michaelmas and Lady-day)— during all that 
time. 

No man difeharged pecuniary obligations with 
a better grace than my father.— And, as far as 
the hundred) pounds went, he would fling it up- 
on the table, guinea by guipea, iirfth that fpirit- 
ed jerk of an honeft welcome, which generous 
fouls, and generous fouls only, are able to fling 
down "hioncy: but as foon as < ever he entered 
upon the odd fifty;— he generally gave a loud 
Hem!— rubbM the fide of his nofe lei&ir^y with' 
the fiat part of his forefinger,— ^inferted his hand 
cautiQulfy betwixt his head and the cawl of his < 
wig^-i-Iook’d at both l^cs^of every guinea, aa^ 
he parted yitb it,— and feldom could get to tht 

end . 
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end of fifty pounds, without pulling out hit hand- 
kerchief, and wiping hia temples. 

. Defend me, gracious heaven I from thofe per- 
frcuting {pints who make no allowances for tncfe 
workings within us.— —Never,— O never, may I 
ly down in their tents, who cannot relax the en- 
gine, and feel pity for the force of education, and 
the prevalence of opinions long derived from an- 
ceftors. 

For three generations, at leaft, this tenet in fa* 
vour of long nofes had gradually been taking root 
in our family.— Tradition was all along on 
its fide, and Interest was every half year ftep- 
ping in to «Qtcngtben it ; fo that the whimficali- 
ty of my father^s brain was far from having the 
whole honour of this, as it had of almoft all his 
other ftrange notions.— For, in a great meafure, 
he might be faid to have fucked this in, with 
his mother^S milk. He did his part, however. 
—If education planted the miftakc, (in cafe it 
was one) my father watered it, and ripened it tp 
perfe&ion. / 

He would often declare, in fpeaking bis 
thoughts upon the fubjed, that he did not con- 
ceive how the greatcfl family in England could 
Hand it out agaunft an uninterrupted mcceflion of 
fix or {even mort noft^.-jr-And, for 'the contra^ 
teaibn, he would geiierdly add) That it muft 
be of the great^ft problems in ciiril bfe, 
where ehe fame number of long and jolly nofei^ 
foUowijAg one anpthes.in a dire<^ line, did not 
niife and Uj^ it op into the belt vacancies ia the 
ktagdoimJP^He would often b^ft, that^tihi 
^ limil]} rank’d ve^ high in kin|[ Haity die 
. but owed* Its rife to nofrate en* 

ginb— Would fayi«^bot to, that 



TfelSTllAM SHANDY, Gent. aff? 
« 

like other families, he would add, — it had 
folt the turn of the wheel, and had never reco- 
\ued the blow of niy gjcat grandfather’s nofe. 
— ^It was an ace of clubs indeed, he would cry, 
ihalJng his head, — and as vile a one for an «n- 
foriunite famjly, as ever turiiM up trumps. 

— Fair and foftly, gentle reader*!-^ where is 
thy fancy carrying thee ?— if there is tiuth in 
nun, by my great gnndiaihcr’s nofe, I mean 
I he external organ of fmeliing, or that part of 
nun which ftands prominent in hia face,- -and 
whicli planters fay, in good jolly iiofcs and wcH- 
proportioned faces, iliould coniprelicnd a full third, 
— that is, meafuring downwaids from the *ctting 
on of the hair.*— 

— ^What a life of it has an author, at this pafs ! 


C fl A P. XXXIV. 

I T is a fingular blcITing^ riiat nature has form’d 
the mind of man with the fame happy back- 
wardnefs and rciiicency againlt conviction, which 
u obferved in old dogs,— ‘‘ of not learning neW' 
tiicks.” 

What a (huttleccck of a feHow would the 
greateft philofopher that ever exifted, be whilk’d 
into at once, did he read fuch books, and obferve 
inch fa£b, and think fuch thoughts, as would 
eternally be making him change hdes ! 

Now, my father, as I told yon laft ycar,*deteftcd 
nil this.-^He pick’d up an opinion, Sir, as a man 
in a jiate of nature picks up an applet*-*— It 
comes his oVn,— *ahd if he js a man of i^rit, he 
would lofc^his life ra!her than give it 

* B b Jam 
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I am aware, that Dldius the great civilian, 
will conteft this point ; and cry out againft me, 
Whence comes this man’s riglu to this apple ? ex 

confeflb, he will fay thingvS were in a Hate of 

nature.— -Tl^he apple, as much Frank’s apple as 
John’s. Pray, Mr. Shandy, what patent has he 
to fliew for it ? and how did it begin to be his ? 
was it,^when he fet his heait uptm it? or 'when 
he gatherM it ? or when he chew’d it ? or when 
he roafted it? or when he peel’d it ? or when he 

brought it home ? or when he digefted it ? or 

when he— —?— -For *tis plain, Sir, if the iiift 
picking up of the apple, made it not his, — that 
no fumequont a£t could. > 

Brother l^idius, Tribonius will anfwer, — (now 
Tr}boniu.s the civilian and church lawyer's beaid 
being throe inches and a half and three eighths 
longer than Didius his beard,* - - - I’m glad he 
takes up the cudgels for me, fo I give myfclf no 

further trouble about the anfwer) Brother Di- 

diuSyTribonius will fay, it is a decreed cafe, as 
you may find it in the fragments of Gregorius 
and Hermogenes’s codes, and in all the codes 
from Juftinian’s down to the codes of Louis and 
Des Eaux,-«— That the fweat of a sm.an’s brows, 
and the exfudarions of ra man’s brains are as 
much a man's own property, as the breeches 
upon bis backfide Anrhich faid exfiiclacions, &c. 
being ’ dropp’d upon the faid apple by the labour , 
of finding it, and picking it up^ and being 
mofeoveV indifiblubly ••wafted, and as indifiblu- 
kly annex’d by %bc picker up to the thing pick’d 
|xipf enrped home, roafted, peel’d, eaten, ^ di- 
'and fo one$^-~-’ti8 evidefit that, the 
of the apple, lo doing, has mix'd up 
which was ois own^ apple 

'which** 
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which not his own, by which means he hc^.s 
acquired a property — -^-or, in other worilj>, 
tlie apple IS John’s apple- 

iiy the fame learned chain of reafoiiing ivy 
father flood up for all his opinions : he had fpai- 
ed no pains in pickin^;^ them up, and the V.iore 
they lay out of the common way, the better 

llilhw.is his title. No moital claim’d them : 

they had coil him moreover as much labour in 
cooking auil digeiUng as in the i^afe above, i ) 
that they might w'lll and truly be laid to be hie 

own goods and chatties. xVccordingly lie held 

fad by ’em, both by teeth and claws,— r would fly 
to whatever he could lay his hand^ on, — ^ id in a 
%vord, would intrench and fortify them round 
with as many citcumvalhttions and breall-works, 
as my uncle Toby would a cit.idch 

There was one plaguy rub in iKq way of this, 
~the fcareUy of matciiaU to make any thing of 
z defence with, in cafe of a final t attack j inaf-* 
much as few men of great genius had extixifcil 
their parts in writing books upon the fubjtt): of 
great nofes : by the trotting of my lean horfe, 
the thing is incredible ! ami 1 am quite lull in 
my underllanding when I am confulciiiig whac 
a treafure of precious time and laknts together 
has been walled upon worfe fubjcrJl&, — and how- 
many millions of books in all languages, ami 
in all poffible types and bindings, have been fa- 
bricated upon points not half lo iiiuch tending to 
the unity and peace-making- of the world. Wliar 
was to he had, however, he fet the greater lloic 
by ; and tbough my father would oft-times fpore 

M'iih my uncle Toby’s library which, by tbc 

by, was ridiculous Enough, — . — yet at ll»c very 
fame t* ne he did it, he coilcclcd every book and 
t * B b 2 treatib' 
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treatife had l)?en fyftcl|lsltTcallv wrot^Mpoti 

iBOits, ^ith as much cafe as my honefctiJicfciTabjr 
had dnnt thofe upon military arebiteflurfe*— — 
TTis true, a much lets table uould have held them j 
~but that was not thy tranfgreffioii, my dear 
uncle.*— 

Here, ^but why heie,— rather than in any o- 

thei part of my ftory, — am not able to, tdl 
but here it is, — my heart flops me to pay to thee, 
my dear uncle Toby, once for all, the tiibute I 
ewe thy goodnefs. — ^Htie let me thruft my chair 
afide, and kneel down upon the ground, whilH I 
am pouring'forth the warmed ientiments of love 
for thee, and veneration for the excellency of thy 
^ charaAer, that ever virtue and nature kindled in a 
nephew’s bofom.— ——Peace and comfort reft for e- 

v^rmore upon thy head ! ^Thou eiivicd^ft no 

man’s comfoits, — infulted’ft no man’s opinions* 
— ^Thou blackened’ft no man’s charaSer,— 
voured’ft no man’s bread ; gently with faithful Trim 
behind thee, didft thou amble round the little cir- 
cle of thy pleafures, joftling no creature in thy 
way ; — for each one’s fervice, thou hatlft a tear,— •• 
for each man’s need, thou hadft a fliilllng. " 

Whilft I am worth one, to pay a weeder,— thy 
path fiom thy door to thy bowling green fliajl ne* 
ver be grown up. — there is a rood and a 
half of land in die Shandy family, thy fortificati- 
ons, my dear uncle Toby, Oial} never be 4a)aoliQi’d*k 


•- . * 

. CHAP. XXXV. 


Athcr’s collcftlon was pot great, but, to 
amends, it* was otijous $ 

^uenj|^>c was fome time m HMe had 
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the great good fortune however to fet off well, in 
getting Brufcambille’s prologue upon long noles„ 
almoft for nothing, — ^for he gave no more for 
Brufcambille then three half ciowns ; owing in- 
deed to the ftrong fancy which the Itall-maii^ law 
niy lather had for the book the moment he laid his 
hands upon it.— —There arc not three firufcambil- 
les in ChriHendom,— laid the Hall-man, except 
what are chain’d up in the libraries of the curious* 
My father flung down the money as quick as 
lightning, — took iiruicanibille into his bolqto, 

hyed home from Piccadilly to Colenpian-itreeL 

with it, as he would have hyed home with a trea- 
furc, without taking his hind once off* from Bru-* 
fcambille all the way. 

To thofc who do not yet know of which gen- 
der Bruicambiile is,»— inafmuch as a prologue up«» 
on long nofes might eafily be done by either,*^ 
’twill be no objedtion againff the fimitey — ^to fay^ 
That when my father got home,Jic*!SHae€drlrimfclf 
with BruicamoiHe after the in which,. 

*tiH ten to one, your worftiip folacfcdjj^oqrfeif witk 
your firft miftrefs,— that is. Irony mdrniBg "dVea- 
unto night : which, by the by^ how delighilul 
it may prove to the inamorato^— is ol little 
ot no entertainment at all, to Dy*ftanders.— 
noticO, 1 go no tarther with the fimilc, — nty 
thyr’s eye was greater ilun his appetite,' — hkzeal 
greater than his knowledge, — he cooi’dr— bis af- 

fefiions became divided, ht got hold of Pjig- 

nitz, — ^purchafed Scroderus, ^xndrea Paraeus, 
Bouchet’h Evening Cnn.crtneesjt knii,- above all, 
the great and learned liafen Slawkenbergiu? ; cf 
which, as I (ha^l have mt^h to lay by 1^^^ 

I trill fyy nothing now. ' 

Pb3‘^ CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 

O F all the tracls my father was .it the pains t# 
procure and ftudy in fuppoit of hi*; hypo- 
thefii$> theicwasnol any one wherein he felt a 
more cruel difappointmint at firft, than in the 
4fclebrated dialogue between Pam^hagus and Co- 
des, written by the chailc pen of the great and 
venerable Erafmus upon the various iifes ;,nd 

feafonable applications of Jong noJes. Now 

don^t let Satan, my dear girl, in this chapter, 
take advantage of any one fpot of liling-ground 
to get aftride of your imagination, if )ou can a- 
iiy ways help it ; or if*he is fo nimble as to Hip 

on, ^let me beg of you, like an unbackM filly, 

to frifk it, to fquiit it, to jump it, to rear it, to 
bound it, — and to kick it, wdih long kicks and 
ihort kicks, till like Tickktob)\s mare you break 
:i ft rap or a crupper, and throw his wodhip into 
ihe dirt ; — You need not kill him.— • 

—And pray who 'Cvas Tickletoby's marc ? 
— ’tis juft as difcreditable and unfdiolar-like a 
c[ueftion, Sir, as to have allied what year (ab 
nrb. con.) llic tecond Punic war broke out.— 

"Who was 'Pickletoby’s mate ! Head, read, 

read, read, my^ unlearn ^d reader ! read,— or 
by the knowledge of the great faint Paraleipc- 

menon 1 tell you before-hand, you had bet*- 

ter throw down the book at once $ for without 
much reading, by which your reverence knows, 
J mean much knowledge^ you will no more be a- 
. ble to penetrate the moral of the next marbled 
(page (motly emblem of my work h thaiit the 
%^vrld with all its fag^ity;bas been able to unra- 
ycl the ^any opinions, tranfa£tions aod truths 
iVhich ftill He rayftically hi 4 Uttdeii,the\ ark veil 
ef th^ black otiie* * ' n P 

' trn A R 
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poenitf t li njiis n; 

i. ^ pliagiis t rh.it isj — 

“ hct^n the making of mo.” — 


’.C,” quoth Palrw'** 
My nofo has 
— Ncc e/l cur 


“ p(x: 2 iiteac/’ replies Cocks ; that is, How th6 


“ douce #)ouid inch a nofe fail 


'1 iie doclrine, you fee, was laid down hv E- 
raOnuvS, as my father wilhed it, with the u' 'Upfl: 
plainncfs j but my father's dilappointment was, 
ill finding nothing more from fo able a p'en, but 
the bare faH itfclf ; without any of that fpecu^ 
Jalive fubtility or ambidexterity of argumentation 
upon it, which heaven had oeftowM upon man 
on purpofe to inveftigate truth, and fight for her 
on all fiiles — My father piihM and pughM at firft 
moll tenibly, — ’tis worth fomething to have a 
good name. As the dialogue was of Erafrniis, 

£ father foon came to hiinfelf,* and read it o- 
:u%i Qn:i\ application, iludy- 

^^ry woraTnd evSTy fyllabhi of it tin o’ aiid 
its moil llrkb and liicrai interpretation, 
Ik^ould ftill make nothing of it, that way.. 
hlavij^Eips there is more meant, than is laid in it, 

quoiA mv' father. Tjcarncd men, hro- 

vtther IToby, don’t write dialogues upon long nofes m 
■for piotmng. — 1^1 fludy the myflick and the aliiu 
goricJ: fenfe, — here islt.uiiC room to turn 
felf'in, broth ei^ ^ ^ 


Now, 
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Now, I find it nccdiul to in Q)rm , your reve- 
rences and wprduns, that bcijcies the many nau- 
vtical nf-'s of nolcs cninViLi -’ted l?y Krafini-.s, 
Vhr dialnvilr uihrnutli, that a lon^;' nofe is not 
- without its domeiUelv convenicneies alio; for that 
in a. Cafe of diilrefs, — and for want of a pair of 
J>clh''ys* it will do c\ccllcn:iy well, ad exclian- 
dii'ih r’oeum, (to ftJr up tlie file.) 

Nature had been prodi^^al in her gifts to iny 
father beyond nieafure, and bad fown ihe feeds 
of verbal critieifn as derp Viitb.in him, as fitc 

had done the feeds of all other knowledge, 

fo that he had got out his penknife, and was 
trying experiment's upon the fcntence, to fee if 
he could not fcratch fonte better fen lb into it. — 
Fve got within a fir.glc letter, brother Toby, 
cried iny fatlicr, of iirafmus his nijilidv niean- 
ing. — You are* near enough, brother, replied 
my uncle in all confeience. — Pfliaw ! ciietl my 
father, fciatching on — I might as well be feven 

miles off. I’ve done it, fiid my father, 

fnapping bis fingers. Sec, iny dear brother 

’foby, how I have mended the fenfe. But 

you Inivc marl’d a word, replied my uncle Tohv, 

I\Iy fatiier p^'"* his fpcftacles, — ^bit 

lip, — and tc;c put the Ic^* in a^pailioin 

- 

c:\h(\ 



TMSTRAj.1 SHANDY, Gent. 


C 


XXXVIH. 

/ 


O ShwkenbtTj^ius ! tliou fLiithful aiialyzcii of 

my Diff^r.r/iaS, thou fad foreteller of 

il: mv.i.’v of llie wliiy.s and f]iort turiip, in 

other of my life have come flap u^H- 
on rne from the ll'.ortnefs of my nofe, and no o- 

tlur c:iu-'e, that I am confcioiis of. ^Tell 

me, iSiawkcnher^:;ius ! what fecret impulfe was 
? \^hat inloriatioii of voice ? whence eainc It? 

Iiow did it found in thy cars ? art thou mre 

r’‘:OU I'.eard’ll it — which fid cried out rn t':cc, 
— Shiwkcnbcrpios ! <lcdicate the labours 

of tl.y life, — neglocl thy paRimes, — call forth all 
the poM'Cis and faculties of thy nature, — mace- 
rate ihyfelf in the feivice of mankind, .and write 
a jrrand roi.io for them, upon the fui)ject of 
their nofes. 

. How the com muni cal ion was conveyed into 
•Slawbcnbergius’s fenforinm, — fo that Slawkeiib^.r- 
gius fliould know whofe finger touch’d the key, 

S md wliofe hand it was tliat blew the belhiws 
ts vv,V » vl^ ^ has been dead ar.d 

I ^"ijhls grave a&ov^foiufeor/ aiul ten yer.is, 
only raife conjeclures. 

■ A^ykenbergiiis was play’d , upon, for aught I 

knowl like one of Whitcficld’s difeiplcs, that 

is, v|pth fatli adiflincl: intelligence. Sir, of which 
Mof trae two maders it was, that had been prac* 
■fifing upon liis^indrunient, — as to make all 
lomijg^upon it * 

.. in jicconnt whit^'Ham^ 

Sla\vkenbi^TM^pv^;r''fTffc»..y/orlii, of hi^ motives 
and occafioiis ^of 'w^iting, 'ahcrip«;ndii:.g fo many 

* /\"cars 
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V<^ars of his life upon this oiic v/orkf — to\ranfs 
the end of his prolopromcnn, ;*\'hich hy tl-e Ly 

\»f'iould have c6<ne firlt, Inr. the boQh-lnnder 

Ijjias moif injiulicionily placed it betwixt the ana- 
, liliciil contents of tlie booh, and the book itfeJf, 
— *— r — he iiifoims ids reader, tint tn^er fiiiee he 
had h.y;pi\\rd at tlic ago of difc.’iiinient, and was 
to fit down coolly, and confld'”; 
ld*Tifelf the true Hate and condition of- man, 
and diflinguiih the ni.iin end and dehgn of his 

being or, to ihorten my traniiation, for 

ISIaw kenbergius’s book is in Larin, aiKl not a lit- 
tle prolix in ihks pailagc, ever liiicc I under- 

fhiod, t]uOth *Shivvkcnbergius, any thing, or 

rather what was what, and could perceive 

that the point of long nofe*^ liul beeti too lr;ofe- 
]y handled by aU who bad gone before ; — have 
1, iSlawkeniHTgins, felt a Itiong impulfc, M’iih a 
mighty and nnrefiflible call 'within me, to 
gird up myfclf to this undertaking. 

And to do juilicc to Slawkcnbergius, he has, 
entered the liU wdth a fhonger lance, and taken 
a much larger career in it, than any one man 
'W'ho had ever' entered it h'^fore him, — ■ — and in#» 
deed, in many refpc' ' <*» fei':vts tij, he 
as a prototype » for all <v.r iters, *of volnp no^ 
works, at I call, to their books by 

he has taken- in, Sir, the whole lubjeft,p-exa- 

mined every part of it, dialcftically — f.tbcii 

brought it inta fiiH day ; dilucidating it -with all 
the light which either , the collifion of his/own,j, 

natural parts could iiriko, 0 / the prdfouudcrt' 

"knr^ijge of the fciencca hail im powered hirn' 

'ea ft^pon i t , col la i i n coiiedy rfg^ an d 

compiiinji begging, fteal- 

as Mxnr’'iik»iJg, all ^t1iat>i^ad been wrote 
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or wrangJed thereupon in the fchools and porti^^"? 
cos of the leanjed : fo that Slawkcnbergius his / 
book may proptirly be confider^ not only as 
model, — but as a thorough -ft itchM digest, an/l 
regular inftitute of nofes ; comprehending \n it^ 
all that is, or can be needful to be known. al)Ouc^ 
Aem. . 

-th^s. caufe it is, that f forbear to fficart of** 
fo many (otfierwife) valuable books arid treatifes 
►of my father’s coliefting, wrote either plump 
upon nofes, — or collaterally touching them 
fuch, for inftance, as Prignitz^ now lying upon 
the table, before me, who with infinite learning, 
and from the moft candid and fcholar-like exa- 
mination of above four thoufand diftcrcut ticulls, 
iii upw'ards of twenty charnel houfes in iSilelia, 

wliich he had rummaged, has informed um, 

that the menfuratioh and configuration of the 
ofleous or honey parts of human nofes, in any 
given tra£t of country, except Ciim Tartarv, 
where they*are all crufhed down by the thumo, 
fo that no jiidgm«it can be formed upon tliem, 

^are much nearer alike, than the world 

I imagines;-- the difference "amongfl: them, 

beic^V .h-C ^^ivs, t* V4«^le, not worth taking 
«o^/J.of,— but fhat'tJfe'lize an^ jollity of every 
^4^?^ual nofe, and by which one note ranks a- 
aoii^ another, and bears a higher price, is ow- 
indto the cartilaginous stud mufcular parts of it, 
LnS whofe dafts and finufes the blood and ani- 
mal being impelled, and drivAi by thck 

^w;lrmtu and fdree of the imagination, which ^ 
'Kut a fteg from it A (bating the cafe 
Wlrom \Pngn^, wh^ had lived many yea&Jn 
Turkey,* the more immediate tu- 
telage of leaven) ^it io happens, and evej 

' VoL. I- f C c ^ * 
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7fnuft» fays Prignitz, that the e:^'ceilenG^ of the 


all cpmprehendecl in Slawkenbergiusi that I fay 
nothing likewife of Scroderus (Andrea) who, all 
the ^dd knows,** fet himfelf to oppugn Prig^- 
vlith great violence,— t — ^ proviiig^^****«*?-y'TiiS^ 
own way, firll, logically, and then by a feries of 
ftubborn fadls, That fq far was Prignitz from 
the truth, in affirming that the fancy begat the 
nofe, that, on the contrary,— the nofe begat the 
fancy.” 

—The learned fufpefted Scroderus, of an 


indecent fophifm in this,— and Prignitz cried out 
aloud in the difpute, that Scroderus had fhifted- 


the idea upon him, — ^but Scroderus went on, 
maintaining his thefis* 

Mv father was juft balancing within himfelf, 
whief) of the two fides he fhould take in this af- 


fair ; when Ambrofe Parseus decided it in a mo* 
ment 5 and, by overthrowing tho fyftems, both of 
Prignitz and ' Scroderus, drove my father out of 
both lides of the'^coiitroverfy at once. ^ 

Be witnefs — ^ \ 

I don’t acquaint the 'leashed reader,— 
ing it, I mention it only to (hew the learxiL a/?®' 
know the fa<Si mvfclf— ^ 

That this Amorofe Parseus chief furg^n 
and nofe-mender to Francis the nlntli of Francd^ 
(.:id in high credit M^ithihim and the pre^ 
0^- fuccceding Kii^s (I kn£w not wliici|> 
except in theilin^he n^e iji hisftorf 
of;^?^Uacptaus’s nofes^ maVl^er qf /e^rngT 

them cni^hc was efteem^pd of ’^Hege.of 

l^byficiahs at that time^las more knowing in mat-* 

ter^ '' 
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tcrs of nofes, tfcn any one who had ever taken * 
them in hand. I j • 

Now, Ambrife Parjeus con^ced my father-, 
that the true and efficient caiife of what had eji- 
gaged lb much the attention of the world, and 
upon M’hich Prignitz and Scroderiis had wafte^J 
fo much learning and fine parts, — wais. iwither' 

-that bftt that the length' and" 

goodnefs o? the nofe, owing .fitn ply to the 

foftnels and llaccldity in the nurfe’s breaft, — ■ 
as the flatnefs and Ihortnefs of puifne nofes 
was, to the firmnei’s and elafiick repulfion of the 
fame organ of nutrition in the heal and lively, 

^which, tho* happy for the woman, vas the 

undoing '^f the child, inafmuch as his nofe was 
fo fnubbed, fo rebuffed, fo rebated, and fo re- 
frigerated thereby, as never to arrive ad menfu- 
ram fuam legitim im but that in cafe of the 
flaccidity and foftTrefs of the nurfe or mother*^s 

breaft, ^by finking into it, quoth Parjeus, as 

ipto fo muen butter, the nolje was comforted, 
flourifticd, plumped up, refrelhed, rcfocillated, 
artd fet a growing forever. 

I have but two things to obTerve of Parseus ; 

^’^xplains all this, ‘with 
jtmoft chaftity decoj^m of expreffion : 
-for which, may his foul for ever reft in 

^And, fecondly, that befides the fyfkerhs of 
Prignitz and Scrodcrus, which Ambrofe Parjeus 
his h^othefis effcftually overthrew, — ^it ovtrf*^ 
wrthrew at W fame time the fyftem of pcao",r*^d ‘ 
^trmony^f okr family ; and for thrtft c^aVs 40- 

g thcr, ciArosiled matters bctweSi^y 

ther i^Imuny rhofther, but turned likewife the 
C c 2 whole 
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'whole houfe, and every thing An it, eiccept my 
t uncle Toby, quite upfide down. i« 

Such a ridicu^us tale of a illfpiite between a 
lYjan and his wife, never fiirely in any age or 
country, got vent through the key-hole of a ftreet- 
Woor ! 

My mother, you muft know but I ha\^ 

Hlfty'things more necefftry to let 

have an hundred difficulties which I 

have piomifcd to clear up, and a thoufand di- 
ftiefles and domefliCk mifadventmes crowding in 
upon me, thick and three-fold, one upcii the 

neck of another a covi biokc in (ic-mor- 

row morning) to my uncle Toby^s fortifications, 
and eat up two ratios and a half of dried grafs, 
tearing up the fods with it, which faced his horn-* 
work and covered-way. — ——Trim irtfifts up- 
on being tried by a couit-martial,— the cow to 
be fhot, — Slop to be crucifix’d,— myfelf to be 
iiiftramM, and at my very baptifm made a mar- 
tyr ofj ^poor unhappy devils that aU 

are ! want fwaddling, but thcfis 

is no time to bo loll in exclamations.— —I 
Invc left my fatlier lying acrofs his bed, and my " 
ii.icle Toby in his old ^ ^Kdr^ fide \ 
him, and promii^d 1 wouia go bacK to 
half an hour, ana live and thirty minutej^'^/i/^# 

lajJsM already. Of all the perplexities^ a 

mortal author was ever feen in,— -this certainly 

is tho>greateft $ for I have Hafen Slawkcnber- 

fjius^s fofio, Sir, to finifh a dialogic be- ^ 

twjjjep my father and my uncle "^ifoby, upbn tjje J 
Ifpluatajof Prignitz, Scroclpl-us, (Ambpfe PapeJ* 
us^ 4^oiJOcrates and Gra;tg(](iifier t^lan*,— -a- tate 
out of SlawkenbcTgius to*tranflate,'*aTti all this ’ 

ia 
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in five nijinu/csiltfs than no time at ail ; — fuch* a 
head ! — would jo heaven my eijpmies only faw 
the iufidc of it V 


CHAP. XXXIX. 

was not any one fcene more ^ntcr- 

JL tainTng in our family ; and to do it 

juilice in this point,-*—— and 1 here put off 
my cap, and lay it upon the table, clofc bendemy 
ink-horn, on purpofe to inake my declaration to 
the world, concerning this one article, .the more 

folcmn, that I believe in my foul, unlefs 

my love and paitiality to my underltanding 
blinds me) the hand of the fupreme Maker and 
firft Defigner of all things, never made or put a 
family togethep, (in that period at leaft of it,; 
which I have Cit down to wiite the ftory of)— 
where the charatlers of it were caft or contraft- 
ed with fo dAmati^, a felicity as ours was, for 
this end ; or in v/hich the capacities of affording 
fiich ^xquifite fcencs, and the powers of fhifiing 
^ them perpetually from morning to night, were 
'lodgc^d and intrpfted fo unlimited a confi-. 

N0i any one of them w^as frnore diverting, I 

in this whirnfical theatre of ours, than 

what frequently arefe out of this felf-famc chapi- 
ter of long nofes,— efpecialiv when my father'® 
imagin|lion was heated M'ith the inqjuiry, and 
notbiiif woukMerve him, but to heat my uncle 
Job fs too. \ 

,J^^..gncTc T)ft>y woJ^Id give my fatheralipm- 
;1(ibk fairvJj'JSyin this* attempt and with iiifin^ie, 
J^ence, would lit fmoking his pipe for whole 
C c 3 i hourA 
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fcbur3 together,— whilft iny fat(^*r*was jprafttfing 
upon his head, and trying eveifr acccilible ave- 
nue to drive ^ignitz aud Serj^lerus’s locutions 
into it. ' ^ 

^ * Whetiier they were above my uncle Toby's 

ireafon, — or contrary to it, or that his brain 

was like.damp tinder, and no Ipark could poflibly 
take^old, — or that it was fo full of faps^^ mii^afcj) 
blinds, curtins, and fuch mililary^difqualifica- 
tions, to his feeing clearly into Prignitz and Scro- 
derus’s doftrines, — fay not; — let fchool-men, — 
Icullions, anatomifts, and engineers, fight for it 
amongft themfelves. — 

"Pwas feme misfortune, I make no doubt, in 
this afiair, that my father had every word of it 
to tranflate for the benefit of my uncle Toby, and 
render out of Slawkenbcrgius's Latin, of which, 
as he was no great niaiter, hi^ tranflation was 
not always of the pureft, — and generally leaft fo, 
where 'tvijas moft wanted, — this naturally opened 
a door to a fecond misfortunes— tbit in the warm»- 
er paroxyfms of his zeal to^open my uncle To- 
by's eyes— my father's ideas r\in on, as niucli 
fafter than the teranflation, as the tranflation out-^ 
moved my uncle ToJ^"'^ '£—-;peit^^ 
the other added, much pc/^icuity 

ifathepa Icfturc- ^ 
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.^^ift of ratiocination making fylJo^ 
"Tt jgiffms,- — 1 mean in ^for in 


ferior*, 
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ferior, as you! -IJvOrflnps all know, — ^fyllogize Ify 
their nofcs ; though there is an ifland fwimming 
in the fea, though not aitogetl^r at its eafci 
whole inhabitants, if my intelligence deceives 
me not, are fo wonderfully gifted, as to 1^1)0- 
gize after the fame failiion, and oft-times to make* 
very well out too : — but that’s neither Ijcre nor 
f!,-rc — 

The gift cf doing it, as it fliould be, amongft 
us, — or the great and principal a£l of ratiocina- 
tion in man, as logicians tell us, is the finding 
out the agreement or difagreement of two ideas, 
one with another, by the intervention of a third ; 
(called the medius terminus) jufl as a n? n, as 
Locke well obferves, by a yard, finds two mens 
nine-pin alleys to be of the fame length, which 
could not be brought togetter, to meafure their 
equality, by juxta-pofition. 

Had the fame great reafoner looked on, as my 
father illullrated his fyftems of nofes, and ob- 
ferved my uncle Toby’s deportment,— what 

attention he gave to every word and^ 

as 01 1 as he took his pipe from his mouth, witb 
what wonderful ferioufnefs he cpntemplated the 
length of it,— furvevinjj it tnmfverfely as he 
behl i oeewA^c loo 'and his thumb, — then 
j!f|l>reright, — then this way, and rfien that, in all itg. 
pa;ifible direflions and forefhoftenings, — he would 
ha<^e concluded my uncle Toby had got hold of 
the medius terminus; and was fyllogizing and 
meafuti^g with it the truth of each bypothefis 
of lon^ nofeS;K order, as Aiy father laid them 
before him. ^his, by the by, was more 
iiy* father Avanii)cd,~h^S aim in all the pains L,i 
Jvas at in 4 ?i:^^/philof«)(ihiek le£lure8,-—w'as to 

abte 
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able my uncle Toby not to diftrffsf — byt compre- 
bend — to hold *the grains and jcruplcs of learn- 
ing, not Lo wWh them.-! X*|.y uncle Tobyi as 

you will read fn the nea^t chapter, did, neither 
the one or the other. - , • . 


CHAP. XLI. 


I ^ I S a pity, cried' my father, one winter* 
X night, after a three houft painful tranfla^ 
tion of Slawkenbergius, — ^^tis a pity, cried my 
father, puttii^g my mother^s thread-paper into the 
book for a mark, as he fpokc — ^that truth, bro- 
ther Toby, ftiould (hut herfelf up in fuch im- 
pregnable faftnefTes, and be fo oWlinate as not to 
furrender herfelf fometimes up upon the clofeft 
fiege. — 

Now, it happened then, as, indeed, it had often 
done before, that my uncle Toby^s fancy, during 
the time of my father's explanation .of Prignitz^^ 
to him, — having nothing to flay it there, >Sael 
taken a fhort flight to the bowling-green - ■ 
his body might* as well have taken a turn there 

fo that with gftUjj^^ f^blan ce o ^^ deep 

iqhool-man, intent upflWI«*ihcr 
pjy .linclc Toby A^as, in fa{^, as ignorant. V)f t|ie 
Vhole . kfture, and all its pro's and con's, , 
father had been tcanflatin|; H'afen Slawlmi- 
bergius from the Latin tongue into the Clrerokee*. 
the (Word hege, like a talifmanick power, jn 
f ather's metaphor, wafting, back . uncle 
^ancy^ quick as a note ^pld follow thif 
— he opened his^.eawi^-^n^Vmy faPh^, * 
that he toolifhis out'lErf mouthy 
his ebair neareib. as with a 

ike defire 
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Jefire to jprofi{,rpi^y father with great pleafur«f 
began his fentence again, changing only the plan, 
and dropping the- metaphor o£ th^'ifiegc of it, ’to 
I keep clear of fome dangers my father apprehend- 
ed front it. * 

’Tis a pity, faid my father, that truth can 

only^be on one fide, brother Toby, conlider- 

what ‘ ^ learned men havc^ all 

ihewn" in their folutions of nofes. i-Can 

nofes he diflblved? replied my uncle Ibby.- 

■ — My father thrufl back his ^chair,— 

rofe up, — put on his hat, took four lorrg 

If rides to the door,— jOrked it open,— tbrulfc his 

head half way out, ^fliut the door again — 

took no notice of the bad Mbjge, retorned to 

the table, — plucked my mother’s thread-paper 
out of Slawkcnbergius’s book — —went haftily to 
his bureau,— —walked llowly back, twifting my 
mother’s thread-paper about b4s thumb,— un- 
button’d his waiftcoat, threw my mother’s 

thread -paper into the fire, bit her fatin pin- 

cuii.^m in two, fill’d his mouth with bran, 

confounded it;— —but mark, the 

oaih of confufion was Icvcll’d my uncle To- 
by’s I 'dll, - which was r'f>n coufufed enough al- 
re'^dy, -ttic ciuie caa*. charged only with the 
bian, — the bran, may it plea^‘ your honours^ 
wa<! no more than powder to the ball. 

’Twas well my father’s pailions Jafted not 
long ; for fo Jong as they did lalJ, they led him 
a bufy life on’t \ and it is^ one of the nipft uiiac- 
countaLiC problems that ever I met with in my 
obfervations ot human nature, -that notl.Iiij^ 
Aould prove rr.y father’s mettle fo much, c, . 
iiiake his paffions go ofF fo like gun-p^"der, as 
the unexpected ftrpkes his fcieoce met with ffbm ' 
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the quainj fimpHcky of my^ jkp\de qtc-^ 

ftions. -^Had ten dozen qf hornets flung 
Jijra behind flvfo many diffeic^t places all at one 
time,— he couiU not have exerted moie mccha-# 
ideal fun£lions in fewer feconds,— or Itarted half 
ib much, as with one fingic quicre of three mouIs 
unfeafonably popping In full upon him in his 
hobby-horfeal caicer. - 

'Twas all one to my unde Toby,— he fmoked 
his pipe on, with unvaried compofure, — his 
heart never intended offence to his brothe r- ^--* - 
and as hib head could feldom find out where the 
fling of it lay,— he always give my father the cre- 
dit of cooling by himfelf. lie was five 

minutes and thirtyMive feconds about it in the 
f refen t cafe. 

By all that’s good ! faid my father, fwearing, 
as he came to himldf, and taking the oath out 

of Ernulphus’s digeft of curfes, (though, to 

do my father jullice, it was a fault, as he told 
Dr. Slop in the affair of Ernulphus, m hich he 
feldom committed as any man upon etfth.) 

— By all that’s good and great ! hi other 

Toby, faid my father, if it was not for the aids 
of philofophy, whi ch itefriend one & ^ch as 
they do,— you wodl^t^fM. it miflrD^htlL J>lbrem- 

pei. Wby, by the folutions of’ no|^?s, 

of which 1 was telling you, I meant as, you- 
might have known, had you favoured mcVith 
one grain of attention, the various accounts 
which Reamed men of difierent kinds«^pf know- 
have given the world, pf the CLiufes of 

HfetTt and long nofes. — {There is no caqib 

%l>ut one, replied my upcle Toby,-^i-*-wh/ oifo' 
man’s nofe is longer flian^Sinother’s, hjit bccaufe 
thet God plcafes to have It fo.;- 
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Is GrangouCer’/ fofution, faid my father.——— 
TTis He, continued my uncle Toby) looking 
an ' not regarding# my fathcr^s in|«J]rruption, who 
Is us all, and frames and puts us togcthef; 
forms and proportions, and for fuch ends, 

n-: agieeable to his infinite wdfdom. 'Tis 

" ^|is account, cried my father, but not philo- 
. jfphical, — tbeie is more religion in it than found 
icience. ’Twas no inconfiftent part of my uncle 
Toby’s charafter, — that he feared God, and re- 
verenced religion.— —So the moment my fa- 
ther finifhed his remark, — my uncle To! y nell a 
whiflling Lillabullero, with more zeal ^though 

more out of tune) than ufual. 

What is become of my wife’s thread paper? 


CHAP. XLII. 


N O matter, — as an appendage to feamftrefly, 
the til read -paper might be of fome con- 
fequt,jicc to my mother, — of none to my father, 
as a rri u k in Shv kcnbergius. Slawkenl>ergius, in 
evciy page of him, was a rich treafury of inex- 
hauftit' ledge to— father, — ^lie could not 

open 'him amif> : and he would often fay, in clo- 
fiiT*2j the book, that, if all the arlS and (ciences in 
the world, with die books which treated of them, 
weri^oft,— -fhould the wifdom and policies of 
governments, he would fay, through difufe, ever 
happen to be forgot, and all that (latefifien hadn 
wiote, <fr caufed^to be written, upon the 
kOr the wcakjidcs'of courts and kingdoma$r {hoirfT 
fkey he forgot a]ro,-^nd^ Slawkenbergiua onfar 

left, t here would be enough in him, in au 

confqience, he would fay, tofet the a«>going^ 
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again. A treafure, therefore, was he hideed * an 
ttUKlute of all that was ncceflary to be known of 
’linff elfe 
fei 


trited and attrited was it with fingers and wh 
thumbs, in all its parts, from one end even unto 
other. 

I am not fuch a bigot to SJawkenbergius, as my 

fathe r— there is a fund in him, no doubt \ 

but, in my opinion, the beft, I don’t fay the moft 

S rofitabte, but the moft amufing part of Hafcn 
Jawktnbeigius, is his tales and, confidering 
be was a Geiman, many of them told not with- 
out ^UQCy theie take up his fecond book, cor* 
'trfnm^'neaily one half of his folio, and are comr 
prehended in ten dccads, each dccad containing 
ten — - — ^I’hilofophy is not built upon 

tales} therefore, ’twas certainly wrongs ’*• 
Slawkenl^i^ius to fend them into the wor’ i by 
that name y ■ ■ - there are a few of them ni his 

ninth, and tenth dccads, which, 1 own, 
^feem rather playful and Sportive than fof'' lative, 
in general, they are to be looked upon by 
^he learned, ns detail of fb many independent 
all of then) mming *round, fome how or 
up$n the main* hinges of his fubjeft^ and 
ewPe&ed by him with great fidelity, and added 
^ vork, as fo many illuftiations upon the 
4^Hnes of nofes. * ^ 

V •» have leifttre enough upon our hands, — 
give me leave, madam, Fll tell you the 
Wg of his tenth decad. 


EjSfi) of the Tm^z VotiTME. 





